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This article analyzes the role State farms Satellite 


agriculture. 


shows how sovkhozes are run, what they 


produce, and why the Communists maintain this form 
agricultural organization despite its inefficiency and high 


costs. 


review current Soviet manipulation Satellite propa- 
ganda media furthering worldwide Communist strategy. 
The article shows how the New Course tactical changes 
Soviet policy have altered the role played Satellite na- 
tions with reference France and EDC, Germany, the Bal- 
kan Alliance, Trade, and Western Unity. 


THE SHEEP AND THE 


stirring account Communist inefficiency, 
bureaucracy and brutality State farm administration. 


ECONOMIC REPORT: THE BALTICS 


Part two survey the economic situation Estonia, 
Latvia and covering agriculture 
finance. The article discusses the latest New Course meas- 
ures and explains why present-day agricultural production 
below the prewar level. 


RADIO FREE EUROPE 


Four scripts broadcast the Iron Curtain countries cover- 
ing coexistence, collective leadership, the Polish-Soviet 
Friendship Month and formation the Assembly Cap- 
tive European Nations. 
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The Month 


Review 


major New Course change announced this 
month was the dissolution most the joint 

Soviet-Satellite companies Romania and Bul- 
garia (as well China and East Germany, and 
there are rumors their impending dissolution 
Hungary). Although the USSR has not dissolved 
joint companies the most essential industries, 
particularly oil and uranium, and still maintains certain control through long-term 
“repayment” provisions, the move grants some apparent increase economic independ- 
ence the Satellites. The concessions seem part areawide pattern and might 
parallel increased internal emphasis decentralization and localism. How far this step 
will toward revising Soviet imperial relations, and how much this “sacrifice” was pro 
forma, not yet clear. Moreover, the move might merely propaganda device 
demonstrate the captive peoples that the New Course Communist regimes are now 
“more independent” and the New Course USSR “more brotherly.” might also largely 
motivated the desire demonstrate the Western world that the Soviet Union 
decreasing its interference the internal affairs the Satellites. Whatever the Com- 


munist intentions, the Politburo was doubtless aware the advantages reaped 
propaganda. 


tit 


Forthcoming elections, take place Czechoslovakia November and Poland 
December were announced during the month. The Czechoslovak elections will for 
the National Assembly, legally the supreme legislative body the country, practice 
regime mouthpiece and rubber stamp the style the Supreme Soviet the USSR. 
New election laws will slightly enlarge the size the Assembly and create more uniform 
electoral pattern. Poland, national councils will elected the provincial, county and 
rural commune levels, the first organized, nationwide council elections since the Commu- 
nists assumed power. New electoral mechanisms will assure that the councils will com- 
posed men amenable Party control, but candidacy non-Party members being 
encouraged, and these will probably comprise half the new councils. The rural adminis- 
trative system has been reorganized, almost tripling the number rural communes and 
abolishing the old sub-communes which did not take part the national council organ- 
ization. These reorganized communes will now elect national councils, thus for the first 
time integrating the lowest local administrative levels into the national council system. 
both these countries intensive press and radio campaigns have been started attempt 
excite public interest and gain increased measure popular support. 


Political trials were held Romania and Bulgaria. the former country Vasile Luca, 
once Secretary the Party’s Central Committee and Minister Finance until 1952, and 
three former subordinates were convicted the national Luca 
was sentenced hard labor for life, the others received varying shorter sentences. The 
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trial may represent regime attempt placate the public presenting scapegoats for eco- 
nomic difficulties and failures. Bulgaria, eighty-three-year-old General Ivan Vulkov, Min- 
ister War from 1923 1926, and ten former army officers were convicted “political 
assassination and mass murder.” The events referred the assassination Premier 
Stamboliski and the suppression Communist-led uprisings 1923-25. This trial was prob- 
ably intended win the good will the peasants, since Stamboliski had been head 
Agrarian government and the Agrarian Party was involved the uprisings. 


Czechoslovakia, the regime has started limited campaign against di- 
rected against peasants who have held back deliveries compulsory quotas have par- 
ticipated the dissolution kolkhozes. There have been some show trials and much 
denunciation such “kulaks” the press. The campaign essentially defensive that 
the regime's answer effective peasant resistance. The Communists apparently hope 
frighten peasants into complying with delivery laws, and re-collectivize. They “ex- 


plain” present difficulties ascribing peasant resistance the effects Free Europe 
leaflets and Radio Free Europe programs. 


Dislocations the labor supply were apparent several countries. Hungary suffered 
from unemployment several urban areas result regime New Course plans free 
workers from the State apparatus and the administration heavy industry, primarily 
agricultural work. Workers displaced this curtailment and rationalization have not yet 
been integrated into agriculture, and the decrease industrial manpower has caused lags 
various industrial sectors, particularly mining. Czechoslovakia, too, manpower 
mining still unsatisfactory, and Bulgaria there shortage agricultural labor 


the kolkhozes. 


Also Hungary, there strong evidence intra-Party differences over the degree 
which the New Course should pushed. Disagreement centers the amount inde- 
pendence allowed the new Patriotic Peoples’ Front, the concessions peasants and 
reduction heavy industry, and the increase living standards. 


Other events the area included considerable price reduction consumer goods 
Albania, including food and clothing, both State and free markets similar reduc- 
tion prices occurred East Germany). Romania, railroad traffic with Yugoslavia was 
resumed after break four and half years. Hungary, "Fifth Peace was 
launched and over-subscribed, and increase old-age pensions was announced. 
Poland, the consolidation repair, handicraft and service cooperatives into central 
union, and the establishment Model Salesman Badge for outstanding salesmen and 
waiters, indicate the regime’s continued desire improve consumer services. 
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State Farms 
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URBANIZE rural economies has long been Com- 
aim and inherent part the Party’s 
program for total, centralized economic and political 
control the countries they dominate. far, however, 
the Communists have failed realize their goal. Wher- 
ever they rule—including the USSR—they have had 
temporize and compromise with their avowed doctrinal 
goals. Thus, even though private farming has been almost 
completely eliminated the Soviet Union, the attempt 
replace individual cultivation with State farming has not 
succeeded, and present the predominant form agri- 
organization embodied the kolkhoz, the Com- 
munist version collective farming. the Satellites, 
where the Communists have and large avoided the 
bloody terroristic methods ruthlessly used break the 
Russian peasantry the thirties, private farming still 
plays crucial role and, with the exception Poland, 
the area arable land under kolkhoz management far 
larger than that under the sovkhoz system. 
obtain viable agricultural sector capable sus- 
taining ambitious efforts for rapid industrialization out- 
lined the perennial Five Year Plans, the Soviet rulers 
have had preserve number incentives—including 
free market—which temporarily ruled out the immediate 
introduction agricultural organization based exclu- 
State farming. terms Communist long- 
range planning, however, the sovkhoz which remains, 


the past, the prototype the Party’s ideal rural 
organization. 


The Soviet Experience 


About year before his death, Stalin redefined the 
clearest possible terms the Communist rural describ- 
ing “the elevation collective farm property the 
level public property.”* The following quotation sums 
and defines the present agricultural organizational setup 

the most “advanced” Communist country, while also 
points future basic changes awaiting all countries under 
Soviet rule: 

“Take, for instance, the distinction between agriculture 

and industry. our country consists not only the 


Economic Problems Socialism the USSR. New 
York, 1952, pp. 69-70. 


fact that the conditions for labor agriculture differ from 
those industry, but mainly the fact that whereas 
industry have public ownership the means pro- 
duction and the product industry, agriculture have 
not public, but group, collective farm, ownership. has 
already been said that this fact leads the preservation 
commodity circulation, and that only when this dis- 
tinction between industry and agriculture disappears, can 
commodity production with all its attendant consequences 
disappear. therefore cannot denied that the disap- 
pearance this essential distinction between agriculture 
and industry must matter paramount importance 
us. 

“But what, then, should done elevate collective 
farm property the level public property 

“The collective farm unusual kind enterprise. 
operates land, and cultivates land which has long 
been public, and not collective farm property. Conse- 
quently, the collective farm not the owner the land 
cultivates. 

“Further, the collective farm operates with basic im- 
plements production which are public, not collective 
farm property. Consequently, the collective farm not 
the owner its basic implements production. 

“Further, the collective farm co-operative enter- 
prise: utilizes the labor its members, and distributes 
its income among its members the basis workday 
units; owns its seed, which renewed every year and 
goes into production. 

“What, then, does the collective farm own? Where 
the collective farm property which disposes quite 
freely, its own discretion? This property the collec- 
tive farm its product, the product collective farming: 
grain, butter, vegetables, cotton, sugar beet, flax, etc., not 
counting the buildings and the personal husbandry the 
collective farmers their household plots. The fact 
that considerable part this product, the surplus col- 
lective farm output, goes into the market and thus 
included the system commodity circulation. 
precisely this circumstance which now prevents the ele- 
vation collective farm property the level public 
property. therefore precisely from this end that the 
work elevating collective farm property the level 
public property must tackled. 

“In order raise collective farm property the level 
public property, the surplus collective farm output must 
excluded from the system commodity circulation 
and included the system products-exchange between 
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Title: Many State Farms delay their deliveries the State. 


State industry and the collective farms. That the point. 

“Such system, contracting the sphere operation 
commodity circulation, will facilitate the transition 
from socialism communism. Moreover, will make 
possible include the basic property fhe collective 
farms, the product collective farming, into the general 
system national planning. 

“That will real and effective means raising col- 
lective farm property the level public property 
under our present-day conditions.” 


other words, the conversion Soviet agriculture 
from kolkhoz collective production State pro- 
duction was gradual but inexorable, and the first 
drastic move the scheduled campaign was the 
suppression the free market for collectives. With Stalin’s 
death, these plans came nought—at least for the mo- 
ment. Khrushchev’s speech September 1953, 
which revealed that many crucial sectors Soviet agri- 
cultural production was low as, and some cases lower 
than, Czarist days, called for immediate and prag- 
matic return more moderate policy giving peasants 
the necessary incentives produce more, more efficiently. 
That policy, involving frank recognition abysmal fail- 
ure, was probably effected part “over Stalin’s dead 


Caption: “With me, it’s just though was the bank.” 
zpilki (Warsaw), September 26, 1954 

Tat 


body.” That is, there are ample indications that his 
later years Stalin lost the ability recognize what 
attainable and what was not. view what 
known, the dictator’s advocacy suppression the free 
market was tantamount recommendation for 
nomic suicide. And yet, despite his commitments im- the 
practical, ideologically-derived plans, Stalin had 
past retreated when retreat was the only way out. 
that, essence, the history State farming the Soviet 
Union ever since the Revolution. 

early February 14, 1919, the All-Russian Central 
Executive Committee had assigned State farming the col 
most exalted position “Socialist” rural 
the Law Socialist Land Tenure approved 
time, Article reads follows: [State] farms are 
being organized: obtain the greatest possible increase 
create conditions for complete shift Communist 
culture, for the purpose creating and developing 
ters best farming techniques.” 

This wholesale shift “Communist agriculture,” 
ever, had delayed for more than decade, the 
change could not accomplished the chaotic years 
War Communism and was not part the Party’s pro- 
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gram the concessionary NEP period. The first concen- 
trated effort sovkhoz development took place following 
party decision December 20, 1929.* Jasny mentions, 
for instance, that whereas the grain State farms possessed 
1.2 million hectares crops 1930, the plan for 1931 
compelled them increase their area 3.1 million hec- 
tares. The author comments that that time “the total 
investment the sovkhozy and their principal funds, 
means production, were rising rate which re- 
minds one expenditures for armaments the first years 


Further his analysis, Jasny sums this gigantic effort 
quoting official sources showing that the total land 
sovkhozes jumped from 3.6 million hectares 1928 
million January 1935. This sovkhoz develop- 
ment plan fell into three distinct phases before was 
partially and temporarily abandoned the late thirties. 
The first period was characterized gigantomania and 
over-specialization. 100,000 hectares crops was consid- 
ered the optimum for grain sovkhoz and production was 
the then-prevalent principle output based single 
product for each production unit. The results, according 
Jasny, nothing short catastrophe.”*** The 
author mentions, for instance, that official statistics show 
that deliveries grain came only one-third the goal, 


those sugar beets and cotton little more than one- 


tenth: the subsequent history the sovkhozy was 

the basis objective appraisal performance 
the First Plan period, sovkhozes ought have been dis- 
banded. This drastic step was not taken, and instead, the 
Communists stopped further expansion and brought about 
radical changes internal organization. The average size 
grain sovkhoz was reduced 25,000 hectares and 
diversification was introduced. Furthermore, make re- 
ward dependent upon work performed, labor regulations 
were revamped and made conform those applicable 
kolkhozes. 

1935, the third phase was inaugurated and spelled 
end, least for many years come, the ambitious 
scheme make State farming the mainstay Communist 
agricultural organization. Jasny estimates that between 
and 1937 over million hectares—or about one- 
the total sovkhoz lands—were turned over 
farms. 1938, “The sovkhozy had 12.5 per- 
cent all horses, 18.8 percent all tractor power avail- 
able farms, 17.3 percent all combines, and 15.6 per- 
cent all trucks, but only 9.1 percent the total cropped 
plowland. Their share productive livestock the same 
year was follows: cattle, 7.3 percent; hogs, 11.0 percent; 
and sheep and goats, 10.5 


*Naum Jasny, The Socialized Agriculture the USSR. Stan- 
ford University Press, 1950, pp. 235-268. 


Ibid., 241. 
*** Ibid., 246. 
247. 

Ibid., 263. 


The Sovkhoz Satellite Agriculture 


the time the Soviet Union came dominate the 
countries Central and Eastern Europe, therefore 
had ample evidence pointing the fact that State farm- 
ing could not immediately made the prototype Satel- 
lite agricultural organization. The Communists had learned 
that independent peasants not willingly become rural 
proletariat and that, this conversion forced upon them, 
production suffers disastrously. Besides, the Satellites 
the Communists had deal with situation often radi- 
cally different from that existing Russia the time 
the Revolution. 

Many the peasants Eastern Europe, particularly 
country such Bulgaria, possessed their own small plots 
and, smallholders, their interest lay not the revolu- 
tionary overthrow the old order (as had initially been 
the case Russia), but the preservation and expansion 
their holdings. presumably because the Kremlin 
rulers and their emissaries the Satellites recognized these 
basic facts that overall land nationalization law was 
passed the pattern the all-inclusive Soviet law 
February 19, 1918. 

this connection interesting compare the afore- 
mentioned Stalin statement the effect that collective 
farms the Soviet Union “operate land, and cultivate 
land which has long been public,” with the Polish kolkhoz 
statute (Statuty Spoldzielni Produkcyjnych) 1951, 
which, Section Two Land, states that “All members 
the collective pool their land for the purpose com- 
mon cultivation; every member the collective retains 
the property rights his land and the right hand 
down his heirs.” Not all Satellite kolkhoz statutes are 
explicit, and the more recent versions tend ignore 
the question ownership. The basic fact, however, 
that, nominally least, the peasant’s land remains his 
own joining the collective and, theory, cannot 
used the State for purposes other than stated these 
statutes. From the practical point view, the recent 
kolkhoz dissolutions Hungary and Czechoslovakia are 
clear illustrations present regime need take into ac- 
count the peasant’s deep-seated love for his land. terms 
long-range planning, the Communist inability pass 
overall land nationalization law has meant that State 
farms could created only specific areas which, the 
whole, were not possession “native” middle and small 
farmers the time the Party assumed power. 

general, State farm land was secured three ways: 
from the land that already belonged the State when 
the Communists took over, from areas vacated Ger- 
mans persons German ethnic origin who were ex- 
pelled from such countries Poland and Czechoslovakia, 
expropriations which affected big landowners and 
people the Communists chose classify “kulaks”, who 
sometimes were indeed big property owners but more often 
than not were merely peasants opposed Communist land 
policies. 

That basic feature Satellite agrarian policy con- 
sisted avoiding the immediate destruction small and 
middle individual farming can seen analysis 
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steps undertaken Poland, country which, Com- 
munist eyes least, was well suited for intensive devel- 
opment State farming. According the Statistical 
Yearbook (Warsaw) (p. 54), roughly 9,800,000 
hectares agricultural land fell into State hands under 
the 1944-49 agrarian “reform.” According the same 
source, 5,994,800 hectares this State land fund were re- 
distributed among landless and peasants. 1949, 
less than 2,000,000 hectares had been allotted State 
farms and the end 1953, according figures given 
Bierut the Second Party Congress, only about 2,600,- 
000 hectares were included the sovkhoz sector. While 
portion the redistributed land now doubt under 
collective farm managemert, the figures show that crea- 
tion State farms, the “highest” form “Socialist” land 
organization, was not pushed the maximum extent— 
even land State possession. 

the other Satellites the picture essentially the same: 
having secured portion the land State property 
after power, the Communists initially devoted 
part that land the formation State farms and 
thereafter directed their major effort the development 
kolkhozes. Such sovkhoz growth has taken place 
the last few years has been due chiefly the conversion 
State Reserve Lands into State farms and the en- 
largement these farms with land their immediate 
vicinity. general, small and medium private farms were 
not directly converted into State farms. 

Hungary, sovkhoz development now seems have 
come halt—at least temporarily. Szabad Nep 
(Budapest) article August stated that “in the inter- 
est the further development kolkhozes and more 
plentiful food supply for the population, must improve 
State farm production. The quantitative develop- 
ment State farms has actually been completed. 
This process the initial big push State farm building 
and the subsequent slow accretion this sector with 
attendant switch stressing increased production, illus- 
trated the following table showing sovkhoz growth 


Poland: 


Land and Production Share Polish State Farms 1949-53* 


1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 
Area agricultural land held 
State farms percentage 
total agricultural land.. 9.3 118 12.5 128 
Share State farms total 


also significant that sovkhoz growth appears 
have had important bearing the extent growth 
the total “Socialist” sector. That is, the greater the 
share sovkhozes the totality the sector, 
the smaller the overall area that sector. Conversely, the 
greater the preponderance kolkhozes relation 
sovkhozes, the bigger the “Socialist” sector. For example, 
Bulgaria, where the arable land under kolkhoz manage- 


Wies Liczbach (Warsaw), 1952, page 116; Ibid., 1954, pp. 
26-29; Yearly Communiques State Planning Commission and 
Bierut speech Second Party Congress. 


ment about 14.7 times larger than that under sovkhoz 
management, the total “Socialist” agricultural sector 
relatively large—about percent the total arable land. 
Poland, the other hand, where the State farm sector 
larger than the collective sector, the overall portion 
agricultural land under “Socialist” direction only slightly 
over percent the total. 

This seems indicate that the Communists were con- 
fronted choice either furthering the immediate 
growth sovkhozes large scale (at the expense 
kolkhoz development), neglecting State farms for 
while concentrate building extensive net- 
work collective farms. The regimes seem have 
adopted pragmatic approach. countries such 
Poland and Hungary where they were position 
secure large tracts land through the expropriation 
former native “foreign”—they de- 
voted large share effort, investments and manpower 
the creation State farms. country such Bul- 
garia, where small-scale farming was well-established and 
where industrialization was not advanced enough spare 
machinery and technicians for the formation State 
farms, the regimes chose concentrate building 
the collective sector. The relative importance these two 
sectors terms arable land holdings shown the 
following table: 


Arable 
State 
Farm Total Kolkhoz Total 
Arable Arable Arable 
Country Land Land Land Sector 
Czecho- 
Hungary 693,000° 20.0 33.0 
Romania 660,0007 13.5 


Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia), January 28, 1954. 
NBIC, March 1954, 17. 


Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), December 19, 1953 and Rude 
Pravo (Prague), March 11. The figure refers June 30, 1953, 
but there has been indication any change sovkhoz land 
holding between then and the end the year. 


computed the basis above sources well re- 
ports Rude Pravo December 19, 1953, and January 31, 
1954, showing that approximate decrease percent took 
place between June and December 1953. 

Szabad Nep, December 30, 1953. 

NBIC, April 1954, 25. 

Scinteia, August 23, 1954. should noted, however, that 
May 24, 1953, Scinteia stated that the State sector accounted 
for 1,200,000 hectares arable land. Since then, has been 
announced that 448,000 hectares agricultural land would 
redistributed. spite this alleged decrease total State land 
holding, the figure 1,200,000 were correct, the present area 
State farm arable land would excess the figure quoted 
the table. Since the August 23, 1954, article prescribed 
increase State farm arable land from 660,000 700,000 
hectares the end 1956, this statistical information, detailed 
is, probably correct, whereas the 1,200,000 figure prob- 
ably incorrect. 

Scinteia, February 11, results 1953 Plan. 


Ludu, March 11, 1954—all Polish figures include 
orchards, meadows, pastures and gardens. 


Trybuna Ludu, March 1954. 
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terms political control the countryside, one 
worth much more the regime than one kol- 
Whereas the Party has “infiltrate” the collective 
tor trying place Party men key administrative and 
posts, and while the whole collective farm 
tly necessitates establishing State machinery centers 
organs political control and domination, the sov- 
State creations, can fashioned from top 
ate accordance with the Party’s needs. The essen- 
difference lies the fact that forming collectives, 
Communists have deal with what already exists: 
have handle group formerly independent farm- 
ave who, almost definition, are opposed the Party’s 
With State farms, the other hand, the Commu- 
have such difficulty. They can staff them with 
their own choice, and they can dismiss these 
de- employees whenever they want. 
wer | 
Another way evaluating these figures adopt 
tate approach and see the crux the problem the 
amounts produce extracted the State from 
two various agricultural sectors. Seen that light, the 
the farm indeed “ideal” that everything that pro- 
automatically State property. Consequently, 
erms State deliveries, one State farm once again more 
waluable than one kolkhoz—even its production per 
din better and more costly. Reiterating some 
Budapest) June 1954 gave additional weight this 
supplying the relevant statistical data: 
“The State farms deliver their surplus produce State 
industry and commerce. putting the products 
the nationalized sector into circulation there need 
for the establishment various forms trade. Here the 
produce State property. Production the nationalized 
sector great significance from the point view 
better supplying our people and establishing State control 
over the market. 1953, the total amount farm 
produce gathered the State, 22.5 percent the 
Wheat, percent the rye, 32.6 percent the hogs and 
percent the milk was delivered State farms. 
“Trading the kolkhoz farm produce and that in- 
dependent farms more complicated than that State 
took The reason for this that kolkhoz and individual 
peasants produce their farm yields they were 
their own property. 
Thus, although State farms held only about percent 
the total arable land the country, their contribution 
the State was proportionally much higher. This high 
ate State deliveries made possible not only because 
sovkhoz produces belongs the State, but 
because the internal rate consumption compara- 
low. Even collectives and private farmers deliv- 


all their surplus produce the State without making 
the free market, the proportion their marketable 
roduction—according Communist claims—would still 
lower than that State farms. The following table 
market production the various sectors for 1952 


Title: some State Farms, the fields have not been cleared 
weeds and flowers. 


Caption: “Look how the fields are blooming the Farm where 
husband the agronomist!” 


Robotnik Rolny (Warsaw), June 20, 1954 


illustrates this 
Total 


Polish Market Production Production 
Destined for 
Agricultural Sectors Market 
State Farms 
Vegetable 43.8 
Animal Production 74.7 
Food Processing Industry .......... 
Other Production Fish] ......... 83.7 
Small and Medium Farms ............ 17.2 


The figures clearly indicate the advantages the Com- 
munists derived from State farms supply basis for the 
growing non-agricultural population. indicated before, 
this advantage even greater terms produce that the 
regimes can control directly, since the sovkhoz share all 
goes the State, whereas part the produce from the 
other sectors finds its way the urban centers through 
the free market. 


Investments Versus Productivity 


One the reasons why internal consumption relatively 
low State farms that the number people employed 
them proportionally lower than the other sectors. 
Hungary, for instance, Statisztikai Szemle (Budapest) 
January 1952 put the number kolkhoz wage earners 


Wies Liczbach (Warsaw), 1954, 29; Nowe Rolnictwo 
(Warsaw), No. 1953. 


that time 420,000 and that sovkhoz 
that time, however, Nep (Budapest) Decem- 
ber 1951 reported that kolkhozes held less than twice 
the amount arable land sovkhozes. 

Although State farms employ fewer people per hectare 
arable land, they are not more efficient than either 
kolkhozes private farms. They rank highest with re- 
spect delivery but noi with respect either total pro- 
duction individual worker productivity. The regimes 
attempt camouflage the data relative returns per 
unit investment, but such information available 
all points the fact that spite the tremendous ad- 
vantages given State farms terms quality land, 
financial assistance, amount and type machinery, fer- 
tilizers, trained personnel, etc., the returns far have been 
meager. 

The Polish Six Year Plan, for instance, states that “The 
outlays for ordinary agricultural investments the course 
the Plan will amount 20.4 billion zlotys the 1950 
prices; out this sum the State agricultural farms will 
receive 7.5 billion zlotys, and the MTS 3.21 billion zlotys.” 
Thus, more than thirty percent total agricultural invest- 
ments were earmarked for the State sector which, even 
now, holds less than percent the total area arable 
land. The high cost State farms equally evident from 
analysis the proportion machinery devoted 
sovkhozes relation machinery made available the 
rest agriculture. The following table shows this relation- 
ship for tractors for the three countries the area with 
relevant statistical data for the end 1953: 


Total 
Arable 
Land 
Serviced 
No. Arable Land 
Tractors Sovkhoz No. Serviced MTS 
Country MTS Kolkhoz Other Total 
8.5 10,000? 78.0 91.5 
Hungary 13.0 67.0 87.0 


The figures show that the sovkhoz-kolkhoz relationship 
with respect machinery, taken its own, slightly 
favors the collectives. But this would leave the private 
sector denuded all machinery. Actually, though MTS 
are primarily designed service kolkhozes, they have 
take care some the needs private farmers, and 
they must also help sovkhozes whenever necessary. The 
help private farmers being stressed now with par- 
ticular vigor part the New Course program. For ex- 
ample, Rakosi said that this year the tractor stations will 
accomplish seven times more work for the individual farm- 
ers than last year (see June 1954 issue, page 13). can 
seen from the table, however, while Hungarian MTS 


Lupta Clasa (Bucharest), July 1954. 
(Bucharest), December 29, 1953. 


Szabad Nep (Budapest), December and 30, 1953 and 
NBIC, June 1954, 


5,6 Polish State Planning Communique, March 1954. 


possess 2.5 times the amount tractors under State 
management, the area arable land they have cover 
about 6.7 times large. Furthermore, Hungarian 
tics combines refer exclusively State farms, indi- 
cation that sovkhozes receive probably all, but 


the greater share of, heavy machinery. Similar 


tions exist all countries the area. 

has been shown that the Polish State farm 
share total production has been consistently lower than 
its percentage share agricultural land. The same 
apparent other countries too. Radio Prague, for in. 
stance, broadcast the following comment Zapotocky 
animal husbandry: “The average yield one sow 
farms from sucklings year. With average 
and sufficient attention, the yearly yield per sow 
lings could achieved through diligence and good care 

September 28, 1952, Rude Pravo (Prague 
quoted Zapotocky having said that: 


“State farm managers have not yet learned make 
plant and animal yields proportionate wages. ne- 
glecting productivity, plan losses instead profits. 
openly declare that for the time being collectives are not 
learn from State farms. our kolkhozes were oper- 


ate the fashion our sovkhozes, could not 
ahead.” 


More recently, May 23, 1953, Cesta Miru (Prague 
was even more specific: “The hectare yields State 
gary, similar statement was made Andras Hegedus 
now Minister Agriculture and once Minister State 
Farms and Forests: 


“The majority State farms are not yet model large- 
scale farms: their production averages, particularly that 
cereal crops, very low and animal yields are unsatis- 
factory. The State farms 


have been unable 


Title: the State Farm Kolobrzeg, workers don’t get day 
during the week. 
Caption: “Darling, would love through life with 
“Are you crazy? speak that way pig.” 
“Not all. Today was supposed day off and thii 
speech was prepared for girl friend.” 


Robotnik Rolny (Warsaw), June 20, 1954 
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Productivity and Marketability Polish Agriculture, 1950* 


Agricultural 
Sectors Land Horses Cattle 
88.6 94.3 94.8 
Productivity and Marketability 

farms 82.0 91.1 90.3 

100.0 100.0 100.0 


Liczbach (Warsaw), 1954, pp. 26-29, and 211 
and Ludu, December 31, 1953. 


1Grain production was given for the “Socialist” sector 
whole and therefore corresponds combined kolkhoz-sovkhoz 
land share percent. The grain sowing structure 
jof the various sectors was 54.1 percent for the State farms, 69.1 
for the collectives and 62.8 percent for the private sector. The 
average for the “Socialist” sector was therefore almost equal 
that the private farms—61.6 percent against 62.8 percent 


Productivity Marketability 


Bread Grain Meat 
Hogs Grains Deliveries Deliveries 
4.3 Not avail. 9.6 $.7 
Not avail. 0.9 None 
94.5 Not avail. 89.5 96.3 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Polish Agriculture, 1952* 
8.2 17.3 8.7 
5.2 6.4 Not 
89.6 86.5 76.3 79.32 
100.0 100.0 100.0 


—but whereas the private sector produced proportionately more 
than its share agricultural land, the reverse was true the 
sector. 


deliveries for collectives were not given, and the figure 
for private farms does not include “kulaks.” 1953, however, 
the latter delivered percent the total State meat collection. 
these figures remained unchanged over the last two years, the 
kolkhoz share 1952 was about percent. 


use the help offered the State exploit the possibili- 
ties large-scale farming.” (Szabad Nep De- 
cember 30, 1953) 


May this year Rakosi admitted that “the ma- 
jority State farms operate loss.” Similarly, 
Bulgaria Rabotnichesko Delo February 26, 1954, re- 
ported Premier Chervenkov’s statement the effect that 
“Not all State farms have become examples for col- 
number State farms production ex- 
tremely low, the goods are very costly and manpower 
lis unstable.” The above table gives the statistics this 
failure Poland. 

can readily seen from this table, State farms 
Poland were indeed far from being for the other 
sectors. production category was their 
share commensurate with the amount agricultural land 
they held—not speak the advantages investment 
mentioned before. The table does substantiate the point 
made before with reference deliveries: far grains 
are concerned, they did contribute proportionately more 
than either collectives private farms. 


Kind and Variety Production 


What kind production prevalent State farms? 
Specific statistics are available only for Poland, where the 
State farm sowing structure 1952 was follows: grains, 
percent; beets, 23.4 percent; potatoes, 10.9 percent; 
industrial crops, 8.6 percent; beans, 1.8 percent and other, 
percent. indicated the production-marketing 
table, Polish State farms also engage animal husbandry. 
The relative figures for animal versus other types pro- 
duction are not given, but available information shows 
that the low production ratio for crops not caused 
offsetting success animal husbandry: 


Livestock per 100 hectares State and 
Private Farms 1953* 


Cattle Pigs Sheep 
Private farms .......... 38.9 47.7 
16.4 34.3 10.5 


the other countries, both official 
sources indicate that apart from grain production and 
animal husbandry general, State farms are also con- 
cerned with the production grain seed and cattle 
superior quality for distribution collectives and, 
smaller extent, private farms well. This particu- 
larly true with respect quality seeds Bulgaria. 
February 26, 1954 (Rabotnichesko Delo, Sofia), Cherven- 
kov declared that “The State agricultural farms increase 
the production goods and increasingly supply the col- 
lectives with assorted seeds and breeding stocks.” early 
January 29, 1950, Otechestven Front (Sofia) had de- 
scribed Bulgarian farms the following terms: “The State 
farms are being supplied with hundreds new tractors 
and other agricultural machines and tools. They own 
breeding stock, and the larger part their fields sown 
with assorted seeds. The state farms are gradually be- 
coming the main support the State for the supply 
the rural economy with assorted seeds and with breeding 

Hungary too, this aspect State farming was stressed 
the Hungarian Bulletin, Budapest, July 16, 1950. 


Based the resolution December, 1953, and 
computed the basis the number livestock and State farm 
area the end 1953. According Nowe Drogi (Warsaw), 
No. 57, page 198, there were 432,000 heads cattle and 900,000 
pigs State farms that time. Based information contained 
the State Planning Commission Communiques for 1950-53 and 
Nowe Drogi, No. 52, page 52, there were 277,000 sheep 
sovkhozes the end 1953. 


ne- 
fits. 
not 
per- 


article this publication entitled “The Role State 
Farms Hungarian Agriculture” stresses quality seed and 
animal production but these tasks that raising 
industrial crops: 


“One the main tasks State farms distribute 
improved seeds the largest possible extent and 
put them the disposal collectives and working peas- 
ants. consequence this activity, all collectives to- 
day use improved seed. 

“Another their tasks acclimatize new plants 
the largest possible areas—cotton, dandelion, jute, etc.— 
and teach working peasants how cultivate them 
supply Hungarian industry with raw materials gained 
from these new industrial plants. 

“Animal breeding State farms carried suit 
the conditions the region. the basis this consid- 
eration the country was divided into districts and each 
State farm supplies the working peasants belonging its 
district with brood animals best suited the conditions 


Having learned their lesson from the Soviet disaster, 
the Satellite regimes rule did not attempt make 
State farms over-specialized. Precise information 
subject was obtained from agronomist who only re- 
cently fled from the Czechoslovak farm Valtice. The 
farm situated South Moravia, region which, accord- 
ing the government edict March 21, 1948, was de- 
clared preponderantly grain-producing area. Other 
such divisions were: the sugar beet area, the potato area 
and the pastureland region. 


According the exile, the main branch Valtice had 
overall acreage 436.52 hectares. the end 1953, 
.75 hectares this area was devoted vegetable growing, 
4.51 hectares permanent pastures and 8.42 hectares 
were reserved for buildings. The rest the land was di- 
vided follows: grain, 152.25 hectares 31.50 percent 
the area (winter wheat, 57.30 hectares; spring wheat, 
35.34 hectares and barley for malt, 59.61 hectares) hoed 
crops, 123.83 hectares 25.60 percent the area (in 
hectares: sugar beets, 39.78; beets for caftle feed, 10.50; 
chicory, 3.0; spring potatoes, 5.0; other potatoes, 19.55 and 
corn, 46.00); oil seed plants, hectares two percent 
the area; special plants, hectares 11.00 percent 
the area (tobacco, 35; spinach for seed, 1.0; green peas, 
6.0; other plants, hectares); fodder for cattle, 84.74 
hectares 17.70 percent the area; green fodder for 
siloing, 24.20 hectares percent the area and plots 
reserved for workers, 33.36 hectares 7.20 percent. The 
source also mentions that this branch the farm held 
1020 hens, but gives figures the number cattle, 
though clear from the information detailed above 
that there existed basis for animal production. 


Another exile report, this one from the Bulgarian State 
farm Deveti Septemvri (9th September) mentions 
that toward the end 1952 this sovkhoz contained about 
1200 hens, 300 beehives, 300 cows and 1500 pigs. That 
diversification existed can seen from the fact that the 
farm supplied eggs, milk, butter, honey, raisins, corn, meat 
products well about tons small onions year. 


Type Personnel and Area 


interesting aspect this particular State farm 
that was built the site former concentration 
and that some the inmates were made 
for work the farm being released. Altogether, 
sovkhoz employed about 220 persons, whom wer 
the administrative staff. the remainder, person 
worked part the mechanical staff (drivers, mechanics 
electricians, lathe-operators, carpenters, smiths, etc.) 
120 were employed farmhands, common laborers 
for all other tasks the sovkhoz. This was the 
complement the farm. Every farm also hires additiona 
seasonal workers, many whom come from the cities. 

The farm covered total surface about 1,000 
tares, which about average for the area. terms 
arable land sovkhozes, the average holding per farn 
ranges from 1570 hectares Bulgaria about 140 
tares Romania. Hungary, where State farms wer 
established mostly former large estates, some sovkhoze 
contain much 5-8,000 hectares arable land. 
exact comparison between countries the area 
sible because the criterion for what constitutes 
farm and what actually only branch main farn 
varies from country country. Refugee reports 
for instance, that State farm administration Hungary 
more centrally clustered than the case Czechoslovakia 
Whereas Hungarian reports indicate that all administra- 
tion, including all the machinery, centrally located, 
Czechoslovakia each farm branch often 
semi-autonomous. The small size Romanian farms 
terms available arable land may therefore 
due the fact that statistically some sovkhoz 
were reported constituting independent units. 


Title: The State Farms “Petryka” Kalisz District have 
waiting for long time for the forms and schedules without which 
impossible the monthly competition work. 

Caption: The cartoon shows race between snail and 
with administration bureaucrats watching. The turtle snail 
are carrying the needed forms. “Hey gentlemen, want you 
race see which one will get there first with the forms.” 


Robotnik Rolny (Warsaw), August 10, 
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Administration and Organization 


Sovkhozes come under the management the Ministry 
Agriculture. some countries separate Ministry for 
State Farms and Forests existed for short time but, with 
the exception Poland, these have now been integrated 
within the Ministry Agriculture. Control over the in- 
farms effected through line supervision 
from the ministerial level down. The whole setup 
patterned the methods control exercised over in- 
dustrial national The amount and type 
production for each sovkhoz minutely planned—on 
higher level administrative offices. Initiative 
the production level thus replaced bureaucratic plan- 
laboriously diffused from above. 

The administrative setup Czechoslovakia typifies this 
management with its apex the cluttered files 
Party organizations. The basic source State farm 
and supervision centered special admin- 
department for State farms within the Ministry 
Agriculture. From there, orders the Regional 
Departments for State farms called “Trusts.” These divi- 
sions are each headed director who supervises the 
work the following people, each charge special 
regional department: the political 
cerned mainly with personnel matters), the agrotechnician, 
the zootechnician, the the planner, the 
“dispatcher” (who works closely with the political repre- 
sentative and concerned with political control over eco- 
nomic matters), the first accountant, the labor official, and 
the commercial adviser. The next step down. the ladder 
the central State farm administrative office the indi- 
vidual farm which turn controls the various sovkhoz 
production subdivisions. This direct line control “re- 
inforced” the “help” given the national committees 
the regional, district and local levels. The committees 
check the production units within their jurisdiction and 
report deficiencies administrative organs higher 
order. Thus, for example, Regional National Commit- 
tee considers that the regional department for State farms 
the area not doing good job, report goes straight 
the department for State farms within the Ministry 
Agriculture. 

The actual work the fields patterned the organ- 
ization labor kolkhozes, with the main difference that 
each sovkhoz possesses all the machinery that needs, 
that State farm brigades are actually integration 
personnel and functions found separately MTS and 
collectives. Bulgarian decree October 20, 1951 pre- 
scribed the following organization labor: 

“The production brigades are established nuclear 
forms labor organization State farms. Permanent 
production brigades will organized field cultivation, 
vegetable growing, vine growing, industrial and technical 
crop cultivation. 

“The number workers one brigade will ascer- 
tained according the cultivation area assigned the 
brigade, the intensiveness the planting and the degree 
mechanization. 

“The agricultural brigades will headed brigade 


> 


Title: The zootechnician ordered work the State Farm Lipo- 
wina Braniewo District remains the Administration Center 
although four cars and some carriages are waiting take him 
the Farm. 

Caption: “How can reach the State Farm?” (He refuses all 
offers transport.) 

Robotnik Rolny (Warsaw), August 10, 1954 


work. cases where land areas exceeding 200 hectares 
have been attached brigade, desirable that the 
brigade leader should have high school education. The 
permanent field cultivation brigades consist of: brigade 
leader, the necessary number tractor operators, assist- 
ant combine operators, workers servicing the attached ma- 
chines, workers caring for the working cattle attached 
the brigade, and permanent workers for the routine au- 
tumn, spring, and summer seasonal work. Temporary sea- 
sonal workers can hired for temporary seasonal work. 

“The necessary production means will attached 
each agricultural brigade: tractors, combines, attached 
machines, working cattle, means transportation and 
other equipment. These means production must 
signed for individual workers who usually work with 
them and who must held responsible for their condition 
together with the brigade leader. 

“The workers the agricultural brigades can organ- 
ized links only for work so-called intensive crops. 
Brigades working grain fields will not organized 
links. 

“The brigade leader responsible for the work the 
brigade and the fulfillment the tasks entrusted the 
brigade according the production plans. The brigade 
leader directly responsible the respective department 
chief, agricultural officer and director the State farm 
and must carry out their orders. 


Remuneration 


State farm workers are paid both money and kind 
but mostly money. Salaries are based the amount 
work done and lately there has been tendency through- 
out the area make remuneration more dependent upon 
quality well. The Bulgarian decree quoted above, speci- 


fied that: 


“The payment for labor performed workers em- 
ployed agriculture will carried out according the 
categorized bonus system. The work performed must 
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accepted, measured, and accounted for the brigade 
leader. The accounting the labor must carried out 
separately for each worker the brigade, and, cases 
where such accounting made impossible the character 
the work, the work must accepted and accounted 
not individually but brigades and links.” 


What meant the “categorized bonus fur- 
ther illustrated Ber Norma (Budapest) article 
April 1954 which reviewed the new wage system Hun- 
garian State farms. The article lists seven categories 
work with piece rate and hourly wage rate for each cate- 
gory. The piece rate applicable whenever particular 
task can classified for the individual according the 
amount and quality work done. The flat hourly wage 
paid whenever the work such that precise assess- 
ment can made terms work performed and results 
obtained. must stressed that the Communists have 
gone great length ascertain individual responsibility. 
Even the Bulgarian decree 1951 the specifications 
are both minute and precise and refinements have taken 
place since then. The decree mentions, for instance, that 
that time the norm for women taking care pigs was 
13-15 sows with pigs months and 60-80 fattening 
pigs; the remuneration was leva monthly for each 
mother sow and 3.20 leva for each live born pig. 

Since then, “improvements” have been such that tasks 
are usually rewarded not according monthly but hourly 
achievements based the day’s work. The present Hun- 
garian (in forints) follows: 


Piece rate Wage 


perHour 1.62 2.19 252 3.0 3.33 4.38 
Hourly Wage 
1.59 1.82 2.30 2.59 3.36 


The article claims that the bulk jobs falls under cate- 
gory IV, classification which includes collection fod- 
der and also now, but not previously, collection work 
general. 

can readily seen from the bare outlines given here, 
the payment system State farms intricate and 
official figures total wages paid sovkhoz personnel 
are often misleading—that is, based.on highly-paid cate- 
gories and based the assumption that norms have been 
fulfilled. actual practice, the norms are set high 
that few people can keep with them for any length 
time. such cases, the Bulgarian decree stipulates, 
“workers who have failed fulfill the daily norm due 
their own fault will paid wages percentage corre- 
sponding the percentage their fulfilled norms.” 

the Czechoslovak farm already described, the monthly 
wages the end last year were follows: the director, 
1600 koruny; the agrotechnician and zootechnician, 1,300 
each; the chief accountant, 1,200; tractor drivers, 1,000 
koruny and the others somewhat less than 1,000 koruny. 
The average industrial wage was then around 1,500 koruny 
month. the whole, considering that, kolkhozes, 
State farm workers have the right maintain their private 
plots and that their food and lodging costs them relatively 


Title: The lack accommodations the State Farm Tychowo. 
Caption: People are sleeping the floors and tables. 


Robotnik Rolny (Warsaw), June 13, 1954 


little, their real wages are not far below those urban 
workers. 


Discipline 

Since private and kolkhoz farmers earn much less than 
industrial workers, would appear the surface that 
sovkhoz workers enjoy privileged position. That true, 
but only very restricted financial sense. The price 
they pay for this “favored” status one that few free 
farmers would willingly pay. 

State employees, State farm workers come under the 
jurisdiction the Labor Code. This means essence 
that they must work where assigned the State and must 
remain such places employment until either relieved 
transferred—by the State. Though true that some 
relaxation has taken place since the inception the New 
Course, the important fact that once the peasant becomes 
State employee ceases free agent, has not 


changed. The Hungarian Labor Code, for example, 
stipulates: 


worker may terminate employment entered into for 
indefinite period more than percent all 
contracts fall under this category] only has 
become eligible for old age pension, has enrolled 
[accepted] course study or, due family circum- 
stances, health conditions other circumstances 
the interest production that should employed 
another community with another enterprise.” 


March 1952, Magyar Kozlony (Budapest) carried 
the text decree the Council Ministers, the first 
point which deals exclusively with punishment rural 
State employees who arbitrarily leave their place work: 
“The worker who fails start work his job leaves 
his job arbitrarily violation his contract with State, 
experimental model farm MTS, guilty offense 
punishable fee 3,000 forints, provided the 
offense does not come under more severe provisions, par- 
ticularly those contained the decree No. 
The sum 3,000 forints represents about months’ wages 
sovkhoz worker. That the more severe provisions 


€ 

\ 

( 

( 


the law were indeed invoked was shown report pub- 
lished Nepszava (Budapest) January 1952: “The 
Supreme Court sentenced Antal Gyomjan and Ferenc 
Hidy, two tractor operators, two years imprisonment be- 
cause they had often stayed away from their place work 
without proper reason. Such serious violation the labor 
ciscipline crime punishable law, provided the 


Lack Personal Commitment 


Small wonder then that the majority farmers prefer 
subsist their more meager earnings rather than enter 
“contracts” with State farms. The majority sovkhoz 
have never owned land. Many them belong 
the urban-trained clerical and mechanical staff and 
good proportion the farmhands made persons 
who were former tenants large estates now converted 
into State farms. Others worked for the pre-Communist 
governments State property. Finally, many people em- 
ployed State farms work there because alternative 
was open them: such the case persons 
who were ordered the regimes leave urban centers 
(for political economic reasons), persons who had 
spent some time concentration camps and were “freed” 
condition that they would join sovkhoz. All all, 
except for minority dedicated Party men, the majority 
sovkhoz workers have little reason feel the slightest 
attachment either for the land they work the boss 
(that is, the State) they work for. 

true, course, that the free farmer loses much his 
sense ownership joining collective. Nevertheless, 
indicated before, the Satellite regimes have far moved 
very cautiously and captive country has kolkhoz land 
been nationalized. The difference attitude 
formance between kolkhoz and sovkhoz workers, however, 
not exclusively tied the ideological framework basic 
their status: their reaction often more immediate 
response the organizational features their work. 

Because the State farm essentially land factory, the 
worker has control over the disposition the fruits 
his labor. Similarly, precisely because the collective not 
yet altogether the hands the State, the kolkhoz peasant 
allowed dispose least part his production 
share. practical terms, this means that the collective 
peasant has the incentive produce much possible. 
The more that left the end the year after State de- 
liveries, internal reserves, etc., are taken care of, the greater 
the portion distributed among members for sale the free 
market. the kolkhoz member lazy shirks work 
any manner, actually robs himself. But the sovkhoz 
worker behaves the same way, the chances are that 
will cheat the State and not himself. For example, 
sovkhoz worker reports that done certain amount 
work, when fact has not, the brigadier may discover 
and the worker would then paid only that percentage 
the wage proportionate the percentage the norm 
fulfilled. But the brigadier may not able discover the 
cheating, else may not want know, for his workers 
overfulfill their norms, entitled bonus. Very often, 


therefore, the whole State farm, from the director down 
the common farmhand, works collusion against the 
State. 

The regimes have long been aware the fact that State 
farm workers have little reason cooperative. the 
past, shown the case Hungary, they have often 
taken severe punitive measures. Lately, with the relatively 
more lenient New Course program, they often (but not 
always) fall back lectures the form exhortations. 
Thus, talk State farm employees delivered Polish 
Minister for State Farms Stanislaw Tkaczow over Radio 
Warsaw December 30, 1954, the official scored managers 
and workers for having failed “liquidate squandering, 
loafing and How wholesale cheating being per- 
petrated was described Polish refugee who until re- 
cently worked State farm: 


“ 


various methods cheating are used. One the 
methods currently used works follows: 

“When appears that the plan will not fulfilled, 
part the grain left purposely unthreshed. When the 
results are reported, only approximate figures for this grain 
are given, since nobody can check the exact yield 
unthreshed crop. Thus, the necessary figures are reported 
and the plan thus Should the amount un- 
threshed grain the barns and stacks look too small, 
number threshed sheafs are added make look 
larger. This unreal ‘reserve’ carried over from year 
year, until sometimes the whole thing comes out because 
very bad crops, and then the manager the State farm 
and his assistants jail for sabotage. April 1953, 
the manager State farms for the district Olsztyn was 
arrested for non-fulfillment production plans.” 


recent official notice such regime reprisals dates 
from June 26, when Radio Warsaw announced that two 
State farm managers had been sentenced three years 
imprisonment each for “neglect the sowing campaign 
and general work.” Czechoslovakia, Zemedelske Noviny 
(Prague), October 1952, drew the following picture 
large-scale robbery State farms: 


“Insufficient control the State farm Kunratice 
recent check, employees were found unlaw- 
ful possession 499 chickens, ducks, 145 geese, 
sheep, goats and pigs. Such blatant forms 
robbery indicate preservation the old attitude toward 
common property among farmhands. the Olomouc 
area, while harvesting potatoes was carried out the 
Sobisky farm, brigade workers carried home basketful 
potatoes lunch time and after work. Thus for two 
weeks and under the very eyes the supervisor, the out- 
put the State farm was robbed almost one freight 
car load potatoes.” 


That thievery State farms widespread, that has 
been plaguing the regimes for long time and that the 
highest officials take part it, shown Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia) report dating back June 25, 1951: “In 
1950, the director the Tundja State farm sold 420 kilos 
butter and 1,677 kilos cheese private persons, while 
the director the State farm the Sadovo village sold 
520 kilos butter and 860 liters milk.” 
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Labor Turnover 


attempt put end such practices, the re- 
gimes have constantly stressed that the “right” kind 
people ought sent the State farms. But the “right” 
kind has not been found far, for even good Communists 
are not above robbing the State and many are soon found 
incompetent that even when they are honest, their 
management costs the regimes huge amounts additional 
“unplanned” investments. Furthermore, there con- 
stant lack trained technicians throughout the area. 
Zemedelie (Sofia) January 24, 1954 wrote 
that: 


“The sovkhozes are still not producing enough. They 
are not true socialist farms. Their production costs are very 
high and they are allowing many extraneous expenses. 

“High production costs many State farms are due 
lack qualified personnel. The boards not study all 
possibilities for economy and increased productivity 
their work. Qualified technicians, who could use the trac- 
tor stations full advantage and who could organize all 
the work with machines, are 

“To correct all these shortcomings will necessary 
make basic improvements the operation the State 
farms. The general ‘no ownership’ feeling among workers, 
which exists most State farms, should liquidated 
soon possible. accomplish this, the Ministry Agri- 
culture should increase its control the plans the dif- 
ferent branches each State farm. need consist- 
ently steady increase production lowered costs.” 


The crux the problem, course, the “no owner- 
ship” feeling the workers. This difficulty was discussed 
indirectly the Czechoslovak Official Gazette April 22, 
1952. The publication stated that serious cause for the 
shortcomings the labor turnover and the frequent ex- 
change The political and proficiency level 
many managers and technicians very low.” April 
24, 1952, Prace (Prague) admitted that “labor the weak 
spot our State farms.” year later, April 24, 1953, 
Zemedelske Noviny (Prague) said that the labor turnover 
the Chomutov State farm amounted 481 newly ac- 
quired people and 582 dismissed out total 570— 
all within one year. And yet, April the same year, 
Rude Pravo waxed indignant over the fact that State 
farm had used “kulak,” man who happened have 
owned the land now possession the State farm: 


“Kulak Vaclav Horak, who used farm hectares 
arable land, was sentenced two years imprisonment. 
After serving his term, was employed the Horni 
Roven sovkhoz, part which had previously belonged 
him. The State farm employed him despite the many 
known cases sabotage State farms kulaks. 
The State farm, instead purging the farm all hostile 
elements, allegedly employed the kulak because the 
great labor shortage.” 


‘Labor shortages and labor turnover are therefore partly 
due regime fear that the State sector will “con- 
taminated” the “wrong” type workers. the whole, 
stated before, the reverse true: the peasant who 
steadfastly refuses enter the State farm. Thus, 


Romania for example, where sovkhoz manpower shortage 
has been repeatedly stressed all papers, Scinteia Feb- 
ruary 26, 1953 stated that sovkhoz management “did not 
attend securing the labor force required carry out 
agricultural work time.” Numerous refugee reports indi- 
cate that the Communists are sending prisoners and soldiers 
sentenced for misconduct compulsory labor State 
farms. “Appeals” (amounting virtual orders) are also 
constantly addressed Youth organizations. 

July 13, 1954, for instance, Budapest Radio an- 
nounced that “the Budapest pupils have made good use 
their vacations,’ and explained that the “graduate stu- 
dents the Kanizsay Dorottya secondary school help the 
agricultural work the Balatonfoeldvar State 
The 300 students the Budapest Antal Nagy secondary 
school work the nearby State farms.” Sovkhozes there- 
fore constitute menace the general population, for the 
duty “volunteer assistance” can fall upon anyone both 
town and country almost any time, but particularly 
the busy spring and summer seasons. Czechoslovak 
decree April 28, 1953, for example, stipulates that men 
and women years age can drafted for 
“citizens’ work aid” the rural sector—mainly State 
farms. The measure states that “For the fulfillment sea- 
sonal extraordinary work which cannot delayed 
and for which other help can obtained either the 
employment regular volunteer workers, the National 
Committees are authorized appeal the public for 
assistance.” 


Bureaucracy and Mismanagement 


While Communist economic organization invariably 
handicapped paralyzing amount red tape, State 
farms are probably more heavily bureaucratized than any 
other sector Satellite administration. That because 
the whole sovkhoz structure rests extremely flimsy foun- 
dations: what cannot obtained through initiative from 
below has made through minute control from 
above. Furthermore, although this applies some extent 
all State-owned and directed enterprises, State Farms, 
like MTS, are special category because the distance 
that separates them from urban centers Party control. 
Unlike MTS, however, State farms cover great areas 
land and are meant self-contained and independent. 
Sovkhozes have engage greater variety functions 
than are performed any other rural sector. The MTS 
attend the mechanical side kolkhoz production, 
while the collectives attend the other aspects land 
cultivation: the sovkhozes combine all these functions while 
they also have pioneer new methods and new crops. 
Because complete State control over the individual 
farm, sovkhoz operates according instructions, regu- 
lations, decrees, orders, plans and many other types paper 
directives. And for each facet sovkhoz activity there 
special series such directives. 

The size the administrative staff State farms in- 
variably far out proportion the number people 
who actually work the land. And yet, though overstaffed 
their offices, State farms are unable cope with the 
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paper work that descends upon them from higher echelons 
day after day. Sovkhozes are literally swamped under stacks 
papers, and the more the regimes attempt contro] the 
operation State farms through more and more edicts, the 
more perplexed sovkhoz officials become trying deter- 
mine what they are supposed do. 

Reports State farm bureaucracy constantly appear 
the regime press. Typical such comments the exasper- 
ation evident Dunantuli Naplo (Pecs, Hungary), 
April 20, 1954 remark that “soon there will more persons 
sitting the offices than there are persons working the 
May 19, the same paper came the con- 
ciusion that 100 grams paper are used for every nold 
How planning actually carried out described 
following terms former Polish State farm worker 
recently escaped the West: 


“The State Planning Commission works out plans for 
agriculture the basis the maximum figures fulfill- 
ment the previous year’s plan plus percentage fixed 
the government Politburo. dictates the State 
farms plan which does not take into consideration actual 
conditions. The State farms are invited—usually April 
each year—to fill out planning forms prepared the 
Ministry State Farms. This done the so-called 
‘working team’ the farm composed the director, the 
representative the Party, the accountant, the bookkeeper 
and the shockworkers. The forms are sent the farm 
group where aggregate plan prepared for all the 
State farms, which turn delivered the district. 
Plans prepared the Ministry have been received the 
meantime, that there any discrepancy, the forms 
into the wastebasket, and the farm 
plan ‘from above’ which simply redistributed and as- 
signed the individual State farms. usually com- 
pletely different plan, with different cultivation area and 
different kind culture. Very often the changes make 
impossible adhere the fixed rotation plan; 1953, 
for instance, the Lipowo and Zaluski groups [Nidzica 
district] wheat was ordered sown two years running the 
same fields.” 


The confustion created this elaborate, self-defeating 
red tape well described Otto Silhan, Czechoslovak di- 
rector the Central Office State Farms. Writing 
Zemedelske Noviny (Prague) January 1954, de- 
clared: 


“Production plans many cases not correspond 
facts; production capacities the various districts are dis- 
regarded, assessment delayed and becomes routine work. 
The work targets are usually assessed mechanically 
without taking into consideration specific local conditions 
the State farm branches and the plans often remain 
offices higher order. Frequently, not even district divi- 
sions were informed their duties. The permanent field 
work groups did not know the tasks set the gov- 
ernment.” 


integral part the bureaucracy the fantastically 
complicated system bookkeeping. Everything received, 
spent, bought, produced, every hour work every 
worker—everything has recorded minute detail. 
worker engaged plowing, must determined 
whether did deep, shallow very deep plowing, whether 


fulfilled overfulfilled his quota and what extent, 
and forth and on. The effect often ludicrous. The 
following incident told Dunantuli Naplo (Pecs, 
Hungary) May 19, 1954: 


“Last year, due skillful irrigation project, the State 
farm Pecs produced 2,620 tons turnips instead 
490 tons—an unprecedented event. preserve the 
crop for more than year they cut half and ensilaged 
together with little amount cornstalks. The farm 
was third the national silo storage competition and 
15,000 forints were distributed among the brigade mem- 
bers. But then came the backfire. The Directorate 
the Ministry charge sent letter stating that one quintal 
silage should estimated only the value the silo 
price cornstalks, that is, 7.14 forints. The pro- 
duction costs were nearly forints per quintal for the 
turnips. The farm protested vain. The bookkeeper had 
enter: 


tons turnips, value before 

“After adding fuel and manpower (the 
official set value, after storage) 

“Resulting Loss 


311,000 forints. 


93,000 forints. 
218,000 forints. 


everyone the State farm asking himself, why 
can every idiot tell the difference between silage from 
cornstalks and that from turnips, but the chief bookkeeper 
can’t!” 


Present and Future 


significant that whereas the New Course program 
wrought changes almost all sectors East European na- 
tional life, the State farms were left almost untouched. 
While true that some measures were taken increase 
production, reduce costs and raise worker productivity, 
the whole substantial change sovkhoz status took 
place. country like Hungary, where about percent 
the collective farm population was allowed revert 
private farming, the most drastic announcement made with 
respect State farms was that further expansion 
would take place. the past, the other hand, 
evident from Rakosi speech December 15, 1952, some 
Hungarian State farm land had actually been transferred 
collectives. 

Taking Satellite agricultural sector whole, ap- 
parent after one year the new program that the Com- 
munist concessionary policy, though may include tem- 
porary strengthening the individual producer, and 
though may have meant practice weakening the 
collective sector some countries, does not impair any 
way the economic political strength sovkhozes. These 
are apparently viewed bastions that must preserved 
intact and shored fast possible provide the 
strongest possible basis for the possibility renewed drive 
toward the attainment economy. 

Future Satellite plans can best gauged from analysis 
present Russian policy. March this year, the Soviet 
Union launched what appears gigantic program 
aimed increasing production through the development 
virgin and idle lands. The Ministerial Resolution 
(Pravda, Moscow, March 28, 1954), stipulated that “not 
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less than 13,000,000 hectares idle lands” 
will brought under cultivation 1954 and 1955. The 
resolution makes clear that new land will organized 
State farms, while collectives will have the main task 
enlarging their present holdings—that is, regions 
where kolkhozes already exist. September 15, 1954, 
article Pravda (Moscow) entitled “Sovkhozes 
Virgin Soil” announced that “There have been 124 new, 
gigantic grain sovkhozes established virgin and fallow 
lands. Still hundreds more will appear short while.” 
This policy line with past practice and rests upon the 
principle that where there peasant opposition terms 
peasant ownership, the sovkhoz system must estab- 
lished. doing, the Soviet rulers demonstrate once 
again that ideological and political criteria are still funda- 
mental them. not total production but the State’s 
share production that the Communists are interested in. 
increase this share and eliminate the non-State sectors 
remains aim Communist planners, both the 
USSR and the Satellites. 

against this background, then, that the New Course 
measures lately applied must seen. The new regulations 
must also viewed the light the fact that sovkhozes 
are not “going” concerns the sense that most factories 
the area are: whole, investments far have not 
resulted commensurate returns and State farms therefore 
constitute serious drain the economies. The main 
current Satellite task with respect State farms one 
consolidation. 

Administratively, has already been pointed out, with 
the exception Poland, the regimes have integrated the 
separate State farm ministries into the Ministry Agri- 
culture. Separate State farm ministries existed: Hungary, 
from January 1952 July 1953; Romania, from 
July 12, 1952 November 1953; Czechoslovakia, 
from January 31, 1953 September 11, 1953. seems 
that some time 1952 the Communists may have con- 
templated enlarging their State farm holdings substantially. 
That they did not the few months before Stalin’s 
death may have been due the difficulties that already ex- 
isted that time, but were only openly admitted after the 
Russian dictator’s death. that may, once the New 
Course had been launched, the main task State farm 
administrators became one integrating sovkhoz produc- 
tion the new agricultural planning, and that presum- 
ably why the State farm ministries were abolished. 

was the case the Soviet Union when sovkhoz fail- 
ures were recognized the thirties, the new approach 
State farm production involves continued attempt take 
under consideration specific local conditions. Thus, his 


talk December 30, 1953, Deputy Minister for Polish 
State farms Stanislaw Tkaczow declared that “Right from 
the outset output tasks were not properly distributed. 
many units mechanical division tasks was applied, aim- 
ing average crop all farms. Nothing could more 
damaging than this kind approach. This way stronger 
farms are demobilized while weaker ones face tasks sur- 
passing their possibilities.” 

Further, line with Rakosi’s enjoinder May 24, 1954, 
the effect that “State farms must become model farms 
not only paper, but also practice. attain this 
goal necessary that workers financially interested 
fulfilling and overfulfilling production plans and reducing 
costs,” various kinds incentives have been given State 
farm employees. new wage system was introduced this 
spring Czechoslovakia and Prace, March 17, 1954, 
claimed that “this change has brought the average State 
farm wage the level industrial wages.” Ro- 
mania, the revision occurred March 1953 and Scinteia 
then claimed that salaries had been increased per- 
cent. Poland, the second edition the 1954 Wies 
Liczbach (Warsaw), the claim made that, comparison 
with 1952, wages were almost doubled. The Hungarian 
wage reform (see above), entailed increase through the 
raising worker classifications for many kinds jobs. 
should noted that many the new wage provisions, 
such as, for example, those dealing with quality, demand 
more the worker and will almost inevitably tend in- 
crease the amount paper work. 

Other New Course measures are less tangible and only 
time will tell whether they will applied and so, what 
extent. Promises have been made that sovkhoz housing 
conditions, extremely poor every Satellite country, 
would improved. Specialists will apparently trained 
improve the quality the technical staff. Better plan- 
ning coordination now also being stressed and promises 
have been made fight bureaucracy and simplify the 
bookkeeping. the past, the regimes have lately made 
new commitments terms financial investments, more 
and better fertilizers and more manpower. 

All this activity may result partial improvements 
living conditions, organization and production. The heart 
the matter, however, lies the fact that the Party es- 
sentially dedicated the destruction complete domina- 
tion the free peasantry the captive nations. The 
peasants know this and they realize that their present re- 
sistance collectivization but skirmish. The decisive 
fight will take place when and the Communists are able 
launch their long-postponed drive urbanize all the 
countryside through State farming. 


peo 


Soviet Propaganda Policy 


“There one, and only one, kind internationalism deed; working wholeheartedly for 
the development the revolutionary movement and the revolutionary struggle one’s own 
country and supporting (by propaganda, sympathy and material aid) such, and only such 
struggle and such line every country without exception.” 


Lenin 


bold tactical move August 25—five days before the French National Assembly killed the European Defense 
Community treaty—the Warsaw government sent note the French Foreign Ministry proposing 

alliance. This maneuver, timed accentuate and increase policy differences the West, was characteristic the 
effort give its foreign policy New Course “conciliatory” look. Representing retreat 
fcreign policy the strategy “sweet reasonableness,” the New Course has done more divide the West and gain sup- 
port the Far East than the worst Stalinist vilification and intransigence. Typically, however, the Communist 
propaganda machine has talked more sweetly than Soviet foreign policy has acted and, despite incessant calls for nego- 
and peace, little essential has been changed. view the consistency Kremlin intention Western Europe, 
the Balkans and the Far East, the new tactics adopted since Stalin’s death apparently are another, and more subtle form 


extending and consolidating Soviet 
power. 

The cessation the Korean War and, 
more recently, the war Indo-China, have 
been major and much-publicized factors 
the Kremlin’s New Course program. the 
Stalinist era, Communist peace propaganda 
was barbaric yawp voiced most intensely 
while the Soviets were engaged open ag- 
gression. Under the Malenkov regime, the 
voice quieter, more insidious, and 
tical warfare has taken new coloration. 


Collective Security 


The new propaganda line the Soviets 
and their Satellites perhaps can summed 
best—if somewhat sardonically—in the 
phrase: “Europe for the Europeans, Asia 
for the Asians, and the blue blazes for the 
Americans.” Europe, this new line 
marked the development the “peace- 
ful coexistence” slogan into drive for 
lective security.” This campaign, compa- 
rable scope the March 1952 campaign 
bacteriological warfare, intensified 
effort destroy Western integration plans 
and split Britain and France from the 
propagating the slogan European 
unity and denouncing America for dividing 
the continent into hostile camps. Unlike 
Stalinist peace propaganda, the collective 
security proposals, made the USSR 
July and August, stated that the Soviet 
Union not only extends friendly hand 
Western Europe but has, fact, become 
Europe’s champion, the guardian all 
European interests. They suggest not 
much the notion—propagated hitherto— 


Title: Charlie Chaplin has received the International Peace Prize. 
Caption: Chaplin presenting “The Gold Rush.” 
Urzica (Bucharest), June 23, 1954 
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that Western Europe must support the policy the Soviet 
camp wishes preserve peace, much the idea 
that sides cannot exist the presence common enemy: 
“new Wehrmacht supported the US.” 

Aside from the unity theme and the courtship Western 
Europe, the Soviet proposals contain nothing substantially 
new either the way policy propaganda: their aim 
prevent the rearming the Bonn government and 
weaken influence Europe. What the Soviets appear 
counting chiefly not the “novelty” their col- 
lective security much its “timeliness.” 
Satellite editorials have stressed continually that the “suc- 
cesses achieved the Geneva Conference have paved the 
way for further settlement international problems 
through negotiations.” effect, this means that the So- 
viets believe that the present international situation 
they have more chance realizing their ambitions peace- 
fully. 


France and EDC 


One the major objectives the Soviet collective se- 
curity proposals woo France playing the danger 
rearmed West Germany. The threat presented the 
“Bonn was theme sounded all Satellite 
regimes their concerted drive against French ratification 
EDC, and barrage propaganda was issued asserting 
that the aim the union was place the French Army 
Bonn’s disposal and destroy France’s political and eco- 
nomic sovereignty. opposed sponsored union 
dominated “Hitlerite Germany,” the Kremlin harped 
the urgency strengthening “natural European 
ances” and expanding East-West trade through collective 
security treaty. The courtship France also was imple- 
mented propaganda historic “French-Soviet friend- 
ship” and the “traditional ties” between Poland and 
France common enemies the German “Junkers” and 
Nazis. Prior the French Assembly vote EDC, the 
Kremlin elected the Polish regime defensive 
alliance with France against the Adenauer “revanchists,” 
and after EDC’s defeat, the friendship and militarism 
propaganda continued unabated order prevent French 
acceptance alternative solution proposed the West. 

The Soviet courtship France, reflected Satellite 
commentaries EDC, collective security and Polish- 
French alliance, has involved various appeals French 
nationalism and reminders traditional Franco-German 
antagonism. Playing French fears, the Communists 
have insisted that Adenauer, like Kaiser Wilhelm and 
Hitler, would have respect for treaties once had mili- 
tary power. Thus August 17, Radio Prague, recalling 
the cases Poland and Finland, claimed: “The tradi- 
tional road German militarism follow Kaiser Wil- 
helm’s example and regard international treaties 
‘scraps paper’ soon they think their army 
ciently strong.” contrasted this danger, the Com- 
munists have stressed the advantages France would derive 
from treaties with her “old friends” Russia and Poland. 
August broadcast hailing the collective security pro- 


posals, Radio Warsaw discussed the common struggles 
Poland and France, and insisted the benefits “truly 
peaceful” European union: 


“Of particular importance and urgency for European 
nations the creation system collective security 
Europe which would prevent the formation opposing 
groups countries and military blocs which constitute 
source danger peace. The Polish people are 
linked with other European nations, and particularly with 
the French nation, the tradition centuries battle 
against the aggressive German junkers and imperialists. 
Today, the Western neighbors Germany, well other 
nations, are threatened the Wehrmacht revived 
West Germany with the overt support reactionary 
quarters. the other hand, the system collective 
security would render impossible the revival the German 
military, both under the disguise EDC and the shape 
the West German Wehrmacht.” 


Poland and France 


Similarly, almost all Satellite commentaries Polish- 
French alliance recalled the “brotherhood” and “common 
interests” Poland and France the fight against Ger- 
man militarism. August press review, Radio War- 
saw quoted Trybuna Ludu saying: “The fight against 
the so-called EDC all its forms, the fight against the 
alien concept rebuilding the might Nazi aggressors, 
fight the defense peace. The security and inde- 
pendence France, and her position great power are 
most vital interest Poland. Nothing should pre- 
vent our two nations from joining efforts the name 
our common newspaper Zycie Warszawy in- 
sisted that Polish-French treaty would have “only one edge, 
which would directed against German militarism,” and 
Sztandar Mlodych, what might considered appeal 
French patriotism, maintained: “Today, 
stretching out hand France and says: ‘Both our coun- 
tries have splendid traditions friendship and common 
fights for freedom. Polish blood has been shed battle- 
fields defense France’s freedom. Shoulder shoulder 
Poles and Frenchmen have fought against the common 
enemy—the Hitlerite bandits!’ 

The Soviet Union also has conducted “friendship” 
campaign, portraying the USSR the guardian French 
sovereignty and independence allegedly threatened the 
Bonn government. September broadcast denouncing 
the “champions West German rearmament for stepping 
their campaign denigrate the long-standing friend- 
ship between France and Russia,” Radio Moscow asserted 
that the benefits this friendship France are undeniable 
and were reaffirmed the French-Soviet treaty 1944: 


“But this policy friendship with the USSR was later 
abandoned French politicians obedience 
wishes, despite the fact that the menace German aggres- 
sion, which the French-Soviet alliance was designed 
hold bay, has not grown weaker, but stronger the 
postwar period. the behest, France even joined 
NATO which directed not against German militar- 
ism but against the peaceloving nations the world. But 
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there alternative this US-sponsored policy. The 
collective security system [which] will give France 
equal and sovereign status, eliminate the threat 
German militarist revival, and create throughout Europe 
atmosphere mutual confidence, security and political 
and economic cooperation.” 


Another weapon the campaign woo France and 
destroy EDC was propaganda the “economic threat” in- 
the West European union. typical Satellite 
commentary was broadcast Radio Prague August 17: 


“France’s experience with the iron and steel pool, in- 
the economic precursor EDC, speaks for it- 
elf. Half France’s motor industry and virtually all 
aircraft industry have had liquidated, apart from 
tremendous losses sustained other 
France wants remain economically inde- 
she will not join the single year 
that has elapsed since the reduction discriminatory trade 
measures French-Soviet trade has increased sixfold. 
‘uropean collective security agreement were concluded, 
would rid her immense armaments burdens, 
which present hang like millstone around her neck, 
for such agreement would free her her fear the 
revival German militarism.” 


Defeat EDC 


The French defeat EDC was loudly hailed the 
Satellite press great victory for the “forces peace,” 
and gave rise spate editorials urging acceptance 
the collective security proposals and denouncing plans for 
alternative EDC solutions. This propaganda included com- 
mentaries the “necessity preserving Europe for the 
Europeans,” ending the “US-sponsored division Eu- 
rope,” and “intensifying the fight against German mili- 
tarism.” Radio Prague, August 31, declared: “France has 
refused take part the adventure. This great 
lesson for all European nations which realize that far more 
can achieved negotiation than dividing nations 
into mutually hostile blocs.” Radio Bucharest, September 
claimed that the French decision had proved that more 
and more Europeans were supporting the Soviet proposals 
because they wanted Europe look like garden and not 
military camp, and because they wanted decide the 
fate Europe themselves. Radio Budapest, September 
said that full advantage must taken the new situation 
which has arisen Europe result EDC’s defeat: 
“The calling new Four Power Conference all the 
more important, since the chief revivers German mili- 
and Bonn government circles—show in- 
clination whatever liquidate their bankrupt plans. 
the contrary, they surprised European public opinion 
submitting new and even less limited plans for the 
revival German militarism.” the same day, Radio 
Prague cautioned: “The chase for substitute solution 
EDC now on. The pretense that ‘European ideals’ and 
defense Christianity are the main aims EDC 
longer upheld, and the Americans and their henchmen 
openly admit that their principal goal revive the 
Wehrmacht any price, even without France’s consent.” 


Caption: When Fathers Talk. 
Eden: “Well, I’ve seen better looking children.” 
Dulles: “But not me.” 
Ludas Matyi (Budapest), July 22, 1954 


And September 13, Radio Moscow, continuing its cam- 
paign prove that agreement can reached between 
France and Adenauer’s West Germany, proclaimed: 


well known that under phrases ‘granting sov- 
ereignty West Germany’ and ‘German defense contri- 
bution,’ the advocates the revival German militarism 
mean unlimited rearmament the Federal Republic, 
can seen from the communique [on Eden’s talks with 
Adenauer] the Bonn talks raise point view which 
resolutely opposed France. French public opinion 
hardly will calmed the reservation contained the 
communique the effect that such decisions, decisions 
the rearmament West Germany, can based firm 
French-German agreement.” 


Germany 


The campaign woo France and destroy the Western 
alliance proving that the Bonn government menace 
world peace has been implemented new drive for 
German unification. Under this slogan, the Communists 
have one major objective: bring about the downfall 
the Adenauer government. Propaganda for Europe, and 
particularly for France, designed show that Germany 
united within the framework collective security treaty 
and “purged” the “Bonn would present 
danger European security. Similarly, editorials directed 
towards the West German people constitute appeal 
nationalist sentiments: calling for “reunification and not 
and promising Germans acceptable 
role the collective security community, the Communists 
hope alienate them from Adenauer and his “US 

The unification campaign new item the Soviet 
agenda. Over the past few years, the Kremlin’s propa- 
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ganda machine has harped consistently this theme, and 
the present campaign differs from the earlier one only 
that holds out the bait collective security, making set- 
tlement the “German question” appear more urgent and 
more probable view international events. Despite 
their propaganda, the actual policy has been 
prevent unification. The Kremlin’s demands the Berlin 
Conference were hardly formulated gain Western ap- 
proval, indicating that the Soviets’ long-range goal was 
unification, with the aim drawing Germany into the 
Soviet orbit, their immediate tactics were consolidate 
East Germany’s position within the Iron Curtain area, and 
neutralize the Adenauer regime attacking the West- 
ern alliance. far, the New Course represents change 
strategy: the recent insistence unification has not been 
substantiated new, concrete proposals Germany, and 
only future events will determine what, any, concessions 
the Communists are willing make attain this goal. 

Although the Soviets essentially have not changed their 
position Germany, they have done their utmost create 
the impression that conditions now favor solution the 
German problem and that earlier conferences have paved 
the way for successful negotiation. Thus, Radio Bucharest, 
August broadcast, announced: 


“Discussion the German problem under present con- 
ditions first step towards negotiations for the creation 
ate and special importance. agreement could 
reached now the basic issues the German 
problem, this probably due the fact that not all the 
necessary conditions were created for this purpose. 
stressed the Soviet government’s declaration, however, 
new efforts should made reach agreement, first all 
certain issues for which solutions acceptable the 
interested parties already can found. After the 
Berlin Conference aggressive circles tried present 
this conference failure order prove the futility 
continued negotiations, However, events have 
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shattered piece piece the slanders the war propa- 
gandists. has become obvious all that without the 
Berlin Conference there would have been Geneva Con- 
ference, and there would have been peace Indo- 
China, which has led new successes easing interna- 
tional tension and has proved the efficacy negotiations.” 
(Italics added) 


Similarly, Radio Warsaw, August 
existence divided Germany, claiming that was 
indication the “imperialists’ intentions split Europe 
into two hostile camps order create war psychosis.” 
The unification theme also was featured heavily Satellite 
commentaries the defection Otto John, former Chief 
the West German Department for Protection the 
Constitution. John’s allegation that Nazism was being re- 
vived West Germany and that Adenauer’s pro-Western 
policies must inevitably lead war, was used the Krem- 
lin “prove” that Communists well non-Communists 
inevitably must take the same oppositional stand against 
Adenauer and join the “struggle for united Germany.” 
August commentary John’s August press 
conference East Germany, Radio Warsaw declared: 


“To us, most people Europe, there nothing 
surprising about the fact that the Nazis are given free 
hand West Germany, that the Bonn government pre- 
paring new revanchist war with Washington’s support. 
But not even here, Poland, did everyone realize 
with such clarity that the Bonn government departments 
are swarming with Nazis from the notorious Ostminis- 
terium, that Oberlaender, one the executioners the 
Polish nation great man there, along with former 
Nazi generals and other revanchists. 

“The case Dr. John only one sign the crisis 
the Adenauer regime. extremely glaring sign. 
Here man who far from the Communist view 
life. And such man comes the conclusion that 
Adenauer’s policy consistently aimed war and there- 
fore leading the German nation new, inevitable dis- 
aster. And because this man does not want partici- 
pate all this, goes over the German Democratic 
Republic join the struggle being waged the GDR 
against the transformation West Germany into new 
hotbed war the struggle for united Germany 
which would factor peace Europe.” 


Grotewohl's Regime 


The sharp distinction made between the East and West 


German governments significant factor the 
tion campaign. While depicting the Bonn government 


“clique the Communists have issued bar- 
rage propaganda asserting that Grotewohl’s regime 
dedicated the cause European peace. Ignoring the 
Berlin riots last June, the Kremlin also has insisted that, 


unlike Adenauer’s government, the East German 


“expresses the will” the German people. accentuate 
Grotewohl’s “peaceful intentions,” and offset anti- 
German sentiments within the Iron Curtain orbit itself, 
especially Czechoslovakia and Poland, the Communists 
have organized and widely publicized celebrations and cul- 
tural exchanges between East Germany and her Satellite 
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Good Advice Gold 


Kesselring: “Young Germans must make their beds that 
they are comfortable.” 


young German: “Thanks for your advice, Marshal. Youth 
you once before and you bedded down comfortably 
this way.” 

Dikobraz (Prague), August 1954 


neighbors. Further, the Polish regime has been assured 


Kremlin, and the Kremlin-dominated East German 


government, her right retain the Western Territories 
after the war. The Bonn government’s claims 
territories has created much friction between the two 
with the result that Poland has issued the most 
anti-Adenauer propaganda the area. East Ger- 
“acceptance” the Oder-Neisse frontier has been 
not only conciliate Poland, but also impress 
and other West European countries with the “good- 
Communist Germany. his speech Warsaw 


the tenth anniversary Poland’s “liberation” the 
Soviet Union, Marshal Bulganin gave the Kremlin line 
when 


“Friendship with the USSR has helped the Polish 
people reintegrate the united national state all his- 
torical Polish lands, including the old Western lands, pre- 
viously annexed the German aggressors. 

contrast the revengeful policy the Bonn rulers 
West Germany, the people’s rule established the 
GDR strengthens friendly relations with Poland the 
basis the recognized frontier friendship and peace 
along the Oder-Neisse. The existence Poland’s west- 
tern frontier the friendly, democratic German state con- 
stitutes for the Polish nation historical fact tre- 
mendous importance.” 


The Communist attempt contrast the activities the 
East and West German governments and play the West 
German people against Adenauer, was again illustrated 
August broadcast Radio Prague. The commentator 
stated: “While the GDR Grotewohl has welcomed the 
Soviet proposals, Adenauer continues threaten France 
his attempt force her ratify EDC. However, the 
German people want peace just much all other na- 
tions, and Adenauer’s speeches not represent the voice 
Germany but that his ‘American masters’ who are 
trying organize Europe bloc states opposing 
peace.” 


This propaganda was equally intense after EDC’s de- 
feat. Radio Warsaw, September declared that result 
the crushing blow “the Washington-Bonn axis 
Paris,” more voices were being raised West Germany for 
the revision Bonn policy: 


“These are the voices people from different social 
strata who want prevent the destruction Germany 
and bring about that country’s unification 
ful reconstruction. Not only Ollenhauer not only 
John Wittmack and their friends demand that Four 
Power Conference consented order safeguard 
Europe’s security and give Germany opportunity for 
peaceful development. The German nation has had 
enough war. But this not true Adenauer and the 
imperialist and militarist forces supporting him, although 
his policy has suffered reverse.” 


The East German regime has issued incessant stream 
commentaries supporting reunification and denouncing 
remilitarization means preventing this merger. The 
aim this propaganda show that Germany’s position 
Europe would weakened the rearming the Bonn 
government. Thus, September 11, the East German 
radio, broadcasting Neues Deutschland editorial, com- 
mented 


“The German people never will renounce national unifi- 
cation. Adenauer trying deceive the German peo- 
ple into believing that the establishment West German 
Army Western war bloc would strengthen Germany’s 
position negotiations with the Soviet Union. The very 
reverse true. West Germany’s remilitarization and its 


Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), July 22, 1954. 
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incorporation into this that military alignment creates 
insurmountable obstacles unification and conse- 
quently makes impossible reach 
agreement the German question. This means that the 
German nation would divided into two parts for 
indefinite period. Therefore, the watchword for the 
German people must not ‘remilitarization,’ but ‘reuni- 


another broadcast the same day, the East German 
radio denounced the Adenauer government “small 
group men who longer know German Fatherland,” 
and September 12, the Communist station insisted that 
German and Soviet interests were identical, whereas the 
was “against unification and interested only using 
West Germany war 


“There can doubt that the not the least 
interested seeing Germany reunited peaceful and 
democratic basis, for they need the West German base 
for their aggressive designs. The Soviet Union, the 
other hand, never planned act aggression and never 
will plan Therefore, among the Great Powers, 
the USSR alone consistently stands for the establishment 
peaceful, democratic, united and independent Ger- 
man state which guarantees peace Central Europe. 
The aspirations the German and Soviet people are iden- 
tical. Opportunities for solution the German issue have 
not yet been exhausted. Everything must done solve 
the German problem quickly possible [that is, de- 
cide favor peace treaty and the withdrawal oc- 
cupation troops and decide against remilitarization 
West Germany].” (Italics added) 


The above illustrates the main objectives the propa- 
ganda campaign Western Europe. Germany the 
Communists are plugging “reunification” prevent the 
rearming the Bonn government. France, the Com- 
munists are painting horrifying picture West Ger- 
many already threatening subjugate the French. And 
both countries the Communists are insisting that the 
collective security proposals are the only solution the 
European problem guaranteeing security France 
through alliance with her “traditional friends,” and 
Germany united, healthy nation under the “benign spon- 
sorship” Soviet Russia. 


The Balkans 


their propaganda for establishing “truly peaceful and 
European community,” the Communists also have effected 
change foreign policy tactics the Balkans. Until 
about year ago, the Satellite press released ceaseless 
stream abuse against the “Greek Monarcho-Fascists,” 
“the Turkish reactionaries,” and “the treacherous Titoite, 
Fascist clique.” These attacks were intensified with the 
signing the Balkan Friendship Treaty February 28, 
1953, and continued unabated for several months. Then, 
suddenly, the Kremlin altered its strategy. This change 
may explained partly the fact that the Communists 
realized that the Balkan alliance was reality which could 
not destroyed vilification alone, and that another 


plan, serving more practical ends, would have de- 
vised. 


The new policy was launched September 1953 Bul- 
garian Premier Vulko Chervenkov who, his New Course 
speech the nation, expressed his government’s desire 
ease tension the Balkans through the establishment 
friendly relations. This bid gave rise series negotia- 
tions between Bulgaria, and Greece, Turkey and Yugo- 
slavia for settlement border and traffic problems with 
view resuming diplomatic relations. Hungary, Al- 
bania and Rornania, similar less extensive efforts were 
made and the new program was especially apparent 
the changed attitude towards frontier incidents, which pre- 
viously were chief source tension the area. Consist- 
ent with the Soviet policy other parts Europe, the 
purpose the Communist overtures the Balkans was 
throw wrench into the Balkan alliance—to destroy the 
formation anti-Communist bloc courting the 


members this bloc and winning them away from the 
US. 


The new “friendship policy” has been reflected 
abrupt reversal Satellite propaganda technique. Ro- 
mania, for instance, the Communist press and radio, prior 
August 23, 1953,* depicted Tito’s Yugoslavia breed- 
ing ground for warmongers, plunderers, spies, saboteurs 
and agents bacteriological warfare. After August 23, 
however, little press space was given Yugoslav affairs. 


September only three short notices were devoted 


Italian-Yugoslav disputes over the Trieste question. 
September 13, 1953, Scinteia (Bucharest) published brief 
note about the signing treaty for solving Romanian- 
Yugoslav border incidents. September 26, another 
brief dispatch reported that the Yugoslav Ambassador 
Moscow had contacted Gromyko before presenting 
diplomatic credentials. October 14, Scinteia printed 
article entitled, Over the Trieste Problem,” and 
November similar article appeared, closing the 
Yugoslav chapter for 1953. 1954, Romania began her 
offensive woo Yugoslavia. June 17, Agerpress 
nounced that the Romanian government had 
Nicolae Guina Ambassador Belgrade. The 
government, however, still maintained Charge 
Bucharest and did not reciprocate the gesture. 
July Borba (Belgrade) reported that “serious 
had taken place Romania, where Yugoslav 
had been mistreated security agents. Instead 
ing the usual bellicose manner, the representative 
Romanian Foreign Ministry dismissed the affair 
sult the normal behavior intoxicated persons.” 
August the request Romania, the Yugoslav 
ernment consented the reopening railway traffic 
tween the two countries. Traffic had been closed 
1950. 


similar pattern has been apparent 
slav relations. Efforts have been made settle border 


The date when the Romanian New Course was 
Premier Gheorghiu-Dej. 
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water routes. recently September Radio Buda- 
pest announced that the Hungarian-Yugoslav Investigation 
Committee for prevention border incidents had held its 
third session: “In the course the session, the two chief 
committees gave account the work accomplished 
the two sessions and stated that the situation along 
the Hungarian-Yugoslav frontier has improved further. 
They also passed resolutions for eliminating shortcomings.” 


Bulgaria’s attempts negotiate with her Balkan neigh- 
bors have been especially intense due her strategic posi- 
tion, and have included the signing transportation 
azreements with Greece, Turkey and Yugoslavia, Greek- 
Bulgarian trade agreement, and demarcation the Yugo- 
border.* Bulgaria also has taken steps 
diplomatic relations with Greece. Negotiations, 
however, have not proceeded smoothly, and the Paris talks 
the Bulgarian-Greek joint commission for settling dis- 
puted questions were broken off July 19, 1954 because 
Bulgaria attempted reduce its $45 million reparations 
debt Greece claiming that the Greek government 
owed her money the basis 1925 agreement. The 
Greek government refused acknowledge this debt and 
interrupted the negotiations; however, the Bulgarian gov- 
ernment, still pursuing its “friendship policy,” requested 
that they resumed. Athens accepted the offer con- 
dition that old financial matters discussed and that 
the talks held Greece. new information has been 
released the talks but, despite these difficulties, 
clear that the Bulgarian regime making every effort 
establish better relations with her neighbors. The New 
Course policy perhaps was best expressed Radio Sofia 
broadcast June 17, which included the following state- 
ments: 


“There are not and cannot any disputed questions be- 
tween Bulgaria and Greece which cannot solved justly 
through negotiations and peaceful agreement. 

“The Bulgarian People’s Republic, the interests all, 
also ready examine and solve all disputed and un- 
solved problems with Yugoslavia. Experience has shown 
that relations between Bulgaria and Yugoslavia can and 
must normalized completely. 

“Our country endeavoring improve its relations 
with Turkey and ready sign agreement with Tur- 
key for solving border incidents and violations. The 
trade agreement with Greece and future trade negotiations 
with Yugoslavia and Turkey are concrete steps towards the 
establishment and development real collaboration. 

“Tdeological differences cannot obstacle asso- 
ciation among peoples. Our people deeply value the con- 
tribution all peoples, big and small, the treasure 
house world culture and expanded cultural exchange 
between countries, contributions which allow direct ac- 
quaintance with the achievements each people and 
which therefore help eliminate misunderstanding and 
mistrust. The Bulgarian People’s Republic maintaining 
and ready continue maintain such relations with 
all countries the basis mutual respect.” 


November 1953 issue, pp. 44-45, December 1953, 48, 
and May 1954, pp. 3-4. 


While overtly wooing the Balkan countries, the Satel- 
lite governments have continued vilify policy the 
Balkans and denounce the rearmament Greece, Tur- 
key and Yugoslavia, particularly connection with the 
Military Defense Treaty August These attacks differ 
from earlier ones the respect that the Balkan govern- 
ments are now treated more tenderly Soviet propa- 
gandists and are given numerous assurances Soviet good 
will. Diatribes are directed chiefly against the United States 
and her allegedly aggressive designs against the Soviet 
Union. Thus, March commentary, Radio Sofia 
broadcast the following: 


“It known that the American imperialists are pay- 
ing particular attention Greece and Turkey effort 
create string military bases for aggressive acts 
against the Soviet Union and the People’s Democracies. 
That why American officers are training their 
soldiers and why dozens strategic bases are being built 

“This the reason for the Soviet notes Turkey and 
Greece, stressing that neither the Soviet Union nor any 
People’s Democracy threatens Turkey and Greece. 
the contrary, the Soviet Union carrying out continu- 
ous policy peace, which was expressed the Soviet 
proposals the Berlin The peaceful Soviet 
policy seconded Bulgaria. The Bulgarian government 
often has declared that does not threaten any state and 
that wants peace and trade relations with all countries.” 


The same assurances were made Szabad Nep (Buda- 
pest) editorial August entitled “The Balkan Military 


“The Balkan Military Pact alliance aggression. 
fact that close our country new aggressive 
bloc has been established which, the last analysis con- 
trolled the warmongers. Western papers have 
stated clearly various occasions that the Greek, Turkish 
and Yugoslav chiefs staff have made plans meet the 
situation should Yugoslavia attacked Romania, Bul- 
garia Hungary. However, well-known fact that 
Yugoslavia not faced any threat aggression the 
part Romania, Bulgaria Hungary. Therefore, 
under circumstances, may overlook the danger which 
the Balkan Military Pact represents us. Also, must 
pointed out that the Pact has been signed time 
when, result the Geneva Agreement, the interna- 
tional situation [is less tense] and the people the world 
have been convinced again that all conflicts can settled 
peaceful way.” 


Another illustration this type propaganda was 
March Radio Sofia broadcast denouncing the sys- 
tem “local military groups” which were alleged 
part the American plan for “global 


“Nixon and others too spoke the aggressive inten- 
tions the against the USSR and the People’s 
Democracies, and doing revealed that the so-called 
defense policy nothing but policy premeditated 
attack the peaceloving camp, attack which 
launched from the countries tied the system through 
local groupings, which Yugoslavia, Turkey and Greece 
comprise one. 


“Well, then, there anything easier understand than 
the proceedings the military conference the repre- 
sentatives the general staffs Ankara? Obviously, the 
conference must implement all the directives the Pen- 
tagon relating American aggressive plans the Balkans.” 

significant that immediately after the Balkan 
Friendship Treaty was signed the Soviet Union sent note 
the Turkish government renouncing its claims made 
1945 and 1946, for military bases the Dardenelles and 
for Turkish Armenia. This action must considered 
being part the USSR campaign establish modus 
vivendi with the Balkan countries and assure them that 
the Soviet Union presents threat their security. 


The Far East 


Kremlin propaganda policy the Far East also di- 
rected against US-sponsored alliances and aimed in- 
creasing Soviet influence Asian affairs, primarily 
enhancing Red China’s role the continent and obtaining 
her admission the UN. Consistent with collective se- 
curity propaganda Europe, Satellite commentaries 
the Far East center the theme Asian unity and Asia 
for the Asians. Within the framework this campaign, 
the USSR has embarked feverish courtship Asian 
nations, such Japan, chiefly through promises in- 
creased trade, and has posed the enemy imperialism 
and the guardian the continent’s “struggle for economic 
and political independence.” Playing the Geneva Con- 
ference proof the USSR’S interest the welfare 
Asia, the Kremlin has accused the making Asians 
fight against Asians order provoke large-scale war 
the Far East and thus furthering its “colonial policy.” 
Much publicity has been given the Kremlin’s program 
outlawing atomic weapons, and denunciations 
SEATO, NEATO and activities Asia describe Amer- 
ica frustrated her plans drop atomic bomb and 
extend the Indo-China war. 

The campaign the Far East tied closely the cam- 
paign Europe, particularly with regard Great Britain. 
The Soviets have tried woo England from the 
pointing Anglo-American policy differences the 
East and holding out the bait British trade with 
China. Expansion East-West trade has been prominent 
part the collective security drive both continents and 
the source major attacks against the US. The Com- 
munists propagandized their offers increase commer- 
cial exchange far back the Moscow Party Congress 
October 1952, but recent months the drive has 
been stepped considerably, and much the propaganda 
now issued focusses claims that more trade will lessen 
international tension and that US-imposed trade restric- 
tions are the major cause “growing dissension” between 
the and its allies. Further, the Soviets insist that these 
restrictions reveal the “serious economic crisis” America, 
which allegedly makes impossible for the stop its 
race” and strive for peace. 


SEATO and Asian Unity 
The Asian unity theme has appeared constantly Satel- 
lite commentaries China, Formosa and plans for the 


Caption: “We, the representatives the peoples Asia. 
Dikobraz (Prague), September 23, 1954 


formation SEATO and NEATO. illustration 
this propaganda was Radio Prague broadcast Au- 
gust 11, which claimed that was becoming increasingly 
difficult for the “to persuade Asians fight against 


“The great weakness American diplomacy the Far 
East that depends for support hatred and long- 
discredited traitors like Chiang Kai-shek and Rhee, and 
completely ignores the tremendous new strength 
tional unity the peoples Asia. This new strength 
stems from the profound historic upheaval that has stirred 
the peoples Southeast Asia since the end the war, 
and especially since the establishment the Chinese 
People’s Republic. the United States persists her 
aggressive policy directed against the countries Asia 
undoubtedly will incur additional, serious failures.” 


Similarly, May editorial, Scinteia (Bucharest) posed 
the defender Asian unity, reiterating the claim 
that the attitude towards Asia was symbolized the 
dropping the atom bomb the Second World War: 


“The United States wants disrupt the unity 
the Asian peoples and turn them against each other. One 
the overt slogans American diplomacy Asia is, 
all know, that ‘Asians ought made fight 
against themselves.’ The peoples Asia not forget 
that the Americans dropped their first atom bomb 
Asian nation—Japan—and they request single voice 
that the A-bomb experiments brought end. while 
the A-bomb itself outlawed.” 


line with this campaign, Satellite commentaries the 
Manila Conference denounced the SEATO Pact 
attempt destroy Asian unity and suppress national 
liberation movements the Far East. underscoring this 
point, propagandists throughout the area compared the 
agreement the anti-Comintern Pact between Hitler, 


A 
tic 


Mussolini and Hirohito, calling aggressive alliance 
aimed world conquest under the pretext fighting Com- 
munism. The Communists also insisted that the “im- 
perialist aims” SEATO were revealed the fact that 
important Southeast Asian country attended the con- 
ference and that the participants were either “colonial 
powers puppets.” this connection, the Com- 
munists made capital the recent closer relations be- 
tween India and Red China and expatiated the theme 
“peaceful coexistence” Asia. The campaign against 
was essentially campaign prove that the US, 
ard not the Soviet Union, threatens Asia, and numerous 
were issued that the SEATO alliance was closely 
ccanected with plans start war against Red China. 

characteristic commentary the SEATO Pact was 
made the Albanian Radio Tirana September 12, 
which queried: “Which the Southeast Asian countries 
would this pact defend, considering that the interested 
countries—India, Indonesia, Burma and Ceylon—are not 


“The reply this question can found the plan 
the imperialists who have undertaken fol- 
low the ill-starred road the Hitlerites and Japanese mili- 
tarists trying rule Europe, Asia and the entire 
world. achieve this goal they must split the peoples 
the world into antagonistic blocs, cause incidents, 
menace traditional relations among these peoples, and 
keep fomenting international tension artificially ex- 
ercising the evil policy force all over the world.” 


Similarly, Radio Sofia, September 13, pointed out that 
only two Asian states took part the Conference and that 
its aim was “to encircle the countries the democratic 
camp,” and deny the Asian people their “legitimate 
right national independence, the sole judge their 
own internal affairs, and choose their own form gov- 
“But the Asian peoples know that SEATO 
brings them nothing good. that, they are not alone. 
The peoples Europe and America also protest, and the 
Asian peoples counter aggressive plans with the peace- 
ful principles proclaimed the Chou-En-lai-Nehru decla- 
ration. The result the Korean War and the failure 
the colonial war Indo-China represent practical con- 
the truth that the time military interven- 
tion for enslaving people long past.” 

September commentary entitled, Colonialist 
Bloc Cannot Stifle the National Liberation Movement 
Asia,” Radio Bucharest insisted that the SEATO treaty, 
“worded vague, nebulous terms,” pointed the un- 
armed intervention any part Southeast 
Asia any time and under any pretext. Radio Warsaw, 
September comparing SEATO the anti-Comintern 
Pact, called creation aimed destroying the efforts 
the Asian peoples gain their freedom and organize 
their lives they choose: “This explains why Asian na- 
tion which has any element independence participat- 
ing the conference. Unfortunately for Dulles, the 
world remembers all too well what the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo 
Axis concealed behind its alleged fight against Commu- 
also remembers the results this kind alli- 


ance.” And September Radio Budapest, insisting 
that the purpose the conference was keep alive war 
situation Southeast Asia and suppress liberation move- 
ments that area, discussed the attendance the US, 
Britain and France: 


“By what stretch the imagination these countries can 
the five remaining countries, there are Australia and 
New Zealand which, although belonging the British 
Commonwealth, have come increasingly under domi- 
nation. Then there are Pakistan and Thailand, closely 
tied Washington under various so-called military and 
economic aid arrangements. And finally, there the new 
type colony, the Philippines. the other hand, 
significant note that the largest country South- 
east Asia—India—has refused have anything with 
the conference. have Burma, Indonesia and Ceylon. 
perhaps not without significance that the eve 
the Manila Conference, Pandit Nehru announced his 
intentions visiting People’s China. The proposed visit, 
following the recent signing treaty between India 
and China, and the New Delhi Declaration, will much 
strengthen relations between the two largest countries 
Asia. Friendly and cordial relations between these two 
countries are significant not only for Asia, but for the 
whole world, they underline the possibilities peace- 
ful coexistence between countries which differ political 
and social systems, contrast the plan subju- 
gate other countries and keep alive the flames war.” 


Formosa 


Communist denunciations SEATO have been supple- 
mented charges that the planning start large- 
scale war against China. These accusations, which are 
directed specifically against American For- 
mosa, are designed arouse Asian fear the and 
prove that all American activities the Far East con- 
stitute threat world peace. Thus, September 


Caption: Rapprochement between British and policies. 
Ludas Matyi (Budapest), July 22, 1954 
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broadcast connecting the SEATO Conference with the 
bombing Amoy, Radio Prague declared: “The direct 
link between Dulles’ diplomacy and Chiang Kai-shek’s 
war crime becomes still more obvious listeners that 
Dulles stopped Formosa when returned from the 
Philippines. should recalled that Dulles visited South 
Korea just before the attack against North Korea.” Simi- 
larly, September commentary entitled “Provoca- 
tions along the China Coast,” Radio Bucharest accused 
the planning torpedo the Indo-China armistice, 
and Radio Prague, broadcasting the same day, claimed 
that the Geneva Conference, which had brought end 
hostilities all over the world, with the exception 
Kenya, naturally could not satisfy the US, which wanted 
“drop atom bomb China and drag Britain into 


“The protests the British people called halt that 
suicidal adventure. The Geneva Conference, stopping 
the war Indo-China removed the war flames which the 
Americans were trying spread China. Defeated 
Geneva, the Americans called the conference for the set- 
ting SEATO. Even while this was meeting, 
Chiang Kai-shek was bombing the Chinese mainland. The 
island Formosa Chinese island which the Chinese 
people and government have declared their intentions 
liberating from the bandit Chiang. Together with 
other commitments support policy, [British en- 
dorsement] SEATO increases the danger the British 
people being involved war against the Chinese 
Republic, and that danger remains alive long 
America allowed remain control Formosa.” 


Britain and China 


their efforts destroy SEATO and influence 
the Far East, the Communists not only have tried pro- 
mote good relations between India and China, but also be- 
tween China and Great Britain. recent months numer- 
ous editorials have been issued Anglo-American diver- 
gencies Far-Eastern policy and the British desire 
reopen trade with China. Thus, early January 30, 
1954, Scinteia (Bucharest), declared that the “possibility 
mentioned the Berlin Conference reopening large- 
scale trade relations with all countries, especially with 
Soviet Russia and the Chinese People’s Republic, has awak- 
ened strong echoes British commercial circles which 
longer can tolerate US-imposed trade restrictions.” 
April editorial Scinteia insisted that the British economy 
was suffering from the penetration trusts into tradi- 
tional British markets, and July 22, commentary 
the Geneva Conference, the same newspaper wrote: “The 
success the Geneva Conference was due partly Anglo- 
American contradictions Asiatic problems, the ardent 
desires the English people for peace, and their deep 
conviction the necessity peaceful coexistence with 
People’s China.” 

The August visit the British Labor Party delegation 
China was hailed the Satellite press important step 
towards easing international tension, and much emphasis 
was placed improvements British-Soviet relations 
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Caption: Without Words. 
Szpilki (Warsaw), November 1952 


result this event. August broadcast, Radio 
Warsaw pointed out that the British government had 
“made difficulties about the visit,” and claimed that 
one the reasons for this “sane” attitude was “the wish 
establish trade relations with the vast Socialist market and 
liberate British capital from American influence 
order compete better world markets with mo- 
nopolies.” Radio Budapest, August 10, voiced one the 
Communists’ chief propaganda aims concerning the visit: 


“Now that the delegation its way, the question 
uppermost people’s minds that China’s role 
world affairs, particular her relationship with the UN. 
known, opposition has prevented her from taking 
hoped that the Labor Party’s good will mission will re- 
sult the reversal the British attitude to- 
words Red China, and that the 600 million people 
China will take their rightful place the organiza- 
tion.” 


And September broadcasting Japan, Radio Mos- 
cow again reiterated the advantages increased trade with 
China: “British-Chinese trade negotiations are underway. 
Everyone beginning realize that the establishment 
trade relations not mere economic issue but 
important measure for easing international tension. There- 
fore, men common sense should not fail take this into 
consideration when discussing restoration economic rela- 
tions with China.” 


Trade 


This broadcast ties with recent Soviet efforts con- 
clude neutrality “non-aggression” pact with Japan, and 
only one many commentaries advocating re-establish- 
ment trade relations between China and Japan. The 
possibility increased trade riot only has been used the 
campaign the Far East, but also Europe. The East 
German radio, for example, devoted September 
broadcast the subject more trade with France, and 
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over the past few months, the Satellite press has denounced 
US-sponsored trade bans with growing intensity. carry- 
ing out this campaign, the Communists have applied the 
slogan the “decline capitalism” with renewed vigor, 
and numerous editorials pointing “economic crisis” 
have been accompanied the charge that America’s pres- 
ent frantic “dollar dislocation” one the chief reasons 
for refusal ease international tension. Radio Sofia 
discussed unemployment and depression and West 
European protests against American trade restrictions 
May May 17, June and June 14, mention only 
few occasions. Rude Pravo (Prague) printed July 
editorial entitled “Extended International Trade Will 
Strengthen World Peace,” which claimed that the 


policy economic discrimination was aimed politi- 


cal subjugation the “Socialist camp.” The commentator 
consoled himself asserting that this policy had back- 

“Owing the expansionist policy the American 
monopolies, the economy many West European coun- 
tries has suffered greatly. Their foreign trade has 
reached great crisis. Millions people all over the 
world are beginning realize that expansion interna- 
tional cooperation can make important contributions 
towards the recovery the national economy many 


The Romanian newspaper Scinteia (Bucharest) has is- 
continual reports the subject. April for ex- 
ample, the newspaper wrote: “The direct link which exists 
between the profits the American trusts and foreign 
policy, which opposes any attempt settling peace never 
has been more clear than today. The growing signs 
economic crisis are the root the increasing 


fears American trusts with regard maintaining their 
fabulous September 21, Radio Bucharest, 
listing series “facts and figures” prove that 
economic crisis imminent, claimed: “The same situation 
exists all the capitalist countries, especially those which 
are more dependent the US—namely where leading 
circles follow more faithfully the aggressive policy Amer- 
ican monopolists: West Germany and Japan, for ex- 
ample, where unemployment and poverty are constantly 
increasing.” The commentator concluded that the de- 
teriorating economic situation the West points the 
“fragility” the capitalist system, and has resulted 
“intensified struggle the working masses these coun- 
tries for bread, peace, democracy and progress.” 

The USSR’s New Course propaganda campaign has en- 
tailed giving more prominent role Russia’s Satellites 
Poland and Bulgaria. The former took the 
lead the anti-Adenauer campaign, and the latter ini- 
tiated the “friendship” drive the Balkans. giving its 
Satellites more prominent propaganda position, the 
USSR hopes create the impression that their links with 
the Soviets are “voluntary” and the same time hopes 
make seem though there were many individual nations 
supporting Soviet policy. 

The new propaganda policy replaces Stalinist force and 
intransigence with the appearance willingness nego- 
tiate and compromise, but rarely backs propaganda 
with behavior. Nevertheless, the softer talk has lessened 
world tension (and awareness the threat long range 
Communist strategy well), while the propaganda de- 
voted disarmament and peaceful use atomic energy, 
collective security and East-West trade, has caused im- 
portant rifts the Western unity against Communism. 


Slip the Tongue 


Bulgarian Communist scholars are working hard their mother tongue bring 
closer the Russian language. But number the words being introduced into 
Bulgarian “Russian” origin are actually derivations English, French and 
German terms. This can seen from some the new words listed Professor 
Ivan Lekov article Ezik Literatura (Sofia), No. 1953: 

“Some the words borrowed from the Russian which are widely used include: 
frez machina [metal saw—German origin]; armatura [armature—French Eng- 
lish]; cran [crane—English]; compressor [English]; ringovo [rings—English]; 
cyclichna systema [cycle system—English]; energia; helicopter; conveyer; vibrirane 
[vibration] combine; excavator; and many others.” 
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The Sheep 
and 


the Wolves 


This the story simple shepherd who was 
sheep foreman State Farm the Szczecin 
District Poland, and who fled the West 
August this year. man who loves his 
work and proud it. All his life, since was 
seven years old, has herded sheep and his un- 
derstanding their breeding great. His story, 
told his own words much translation per- 
mits, once more shows the waste material and 
human resources Communist agriculture. 


believe me, but when arrived there 

January last year, from fifteen eighteen head 

sheep died daily. knew what was the matter and 
that continued like that, wouldn’t grow old there. 
applied myself well could; however, that didn’t help 
much. 

First, took weak and small animals away from the 
stronger, kept them separated from the others and gave 
them more eat. “It’s wonder,” cried people the 
administration, because since that time only one head had 
died every three weeks. This was very pleasing and they 
wanted continue so. But you can imagine the noise 
from the office when later only one head sheep died. 
They had got used “wonder” and didn’t want any- 
thing else. was magician. The sheep needed nothing 
more than warmth and enough feed. 

When arrived Plonsko,* there were about 600 sheep 
crowded together old barn. The wind whistled 
through the cracks which here and there were wide 
man’s hand. When poor animal slept the soiled straw, 
the side which slept was warm but the other was ice- 
cold and covered with frost. And food? Can you imagine 
it? the winter they give the sheep 200 grams turnip 
cuttings and 100-150 grams scraps. That’s when they 
have feed. Mostly, it’s that one has substitute for the 
scarce feed with straw. 

The closer the spring, the worse becomes. Normally, 


*The PGR (Panstwowe Gospodarstwo Rolne) State Farm 
Plonsko was part the PGR association Klodzino the PGR 
district Szczecin. 


the sheep shouldn’t driven out pasture before the 
beginning the middle May. What should one 
when one can’t bear the hungry bleating any longer and 
there isn’t any feed? the pastures. Even when it’s 
barely April and there hardly any grass. had hec- 
tares pasture land for the sheep Plonsko, bad, poor 
earth. After few hours grazing the 600—and later 
over 900—sheep, the earth was bare. drove the sheep 
further into the next forest. least they found something 
there; otherwise they would have gone hungry the 
pasture. 

Yes, was big headache and there was always the 
danger that fox, rabbit trap, would injure kill the 
sheep. For the whole long summer (it was extra long for 
the sheep, from April until the first snow they had 
hunt for food for themselves. heart cried out 
heard their sickly “meee” and could nothing about it. 
How many times did have carry sheep from the pas- 
ture! They fell further and further behind the herd and 
last collapsed from weakness, unable stand again. 

Once year, the sheep were sheared. You yourself 
know that the best time for that would the summer. 
However, this wasn’t the case with us. How should one 
the work with only twelve electric machines for shear- 
ing the whole the State Farms the Szczecin district? 
The machines were sent from one farm the other. The 
work went slowly because the equipment and workers who 
understand something about shearing are scarce. The 
sheep are half-slaughtered the awkward treatment. The 
machines are old, dull, and rusted, which doesn’t help 
matters any. When the fat the sheared sheep happens 
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get caught the knives the machines, they get 
electric shock. The sheep and the man shearing him are 
shaken the current. There are many shouts and cries 
the sheep farms, can tell you. But this isn’t the worst. 
This dangerous routine for both sheep and shepherds 
because begun too late. You know when received 
the machines last year? November. Just when the sheep 
bezan give birth. 

went into the barn early the next morning after the 
saw things that made cold chills and 
dovn spine. Here and there were dead sheep who had 
given birth during the night and who had died cold 
weakness with their newly-born. looked this, 
vas someone had stabbed heart with knife. 
could responsible for such thing! Each dead 
sheep becomes matter money the shepherd and very 
one finds they have had 400 zlotys subtracted from 
pay. was big headache and sometimes was 
down the dumps that wanted run the next tree 
hang myself. 

Last winter had bad luck. Over 100 sheep died. 
have already told you why: too little food and the cold, 
top this the sheep had been sheared. Yes, you 
probably understand this, but not the Security Police [UB]. 
For whole week they held the district office 
Pyrzyce and tormented me. They weren’t crude the 
way they handled me; however, was about crazy. 

“No feed,” they asked, was there feed?” “Be- 
cause bad management,” was the answer. Why was 
there straw? Because was used for their own animals. 
Had reported the scarcity? whom? Written report? 
Where were the carbon copies? And then the same thing 
all over 

They finally released without making any charges, 
but knew that spite that they would not give 
and that wouldn’t enjoy freedom much longer. Later, 
they visited quite often the sheep farm. Sometimes 
was awakened late the evening. Dogs barked. would 
hear motor which stopped running front door. 
car stopped. whole band bloodhounds sprang 
from the car. “Where the foreman? Give the keys!” 
gave them the keys, shaking and thinking myself, 
“What are they looking for today? What they want? 
Will they find something?” They wander around the sheep 
with flashlights and look for half-hour hour. 
can tell you, was was criminal. And then they 
left suddenly. Didn’t say word. Returned the keys and 
went away. was frightened that was shaking for 
two days. 

Sometimes drank too much and said wife: 
can’t stand any longer. anywhere, only away from 
this hell.” She said nothing against this because she knew 
what was going inside me. 

Just this summer, shortly before attempted the flight, 
tried talk with the people the association manage- 
[of the State Farm] and tried convince them that 
would not only good for the sheep, but that would 
also the pasture good were drive the sheep some- 
where else for few days. For example, onto the freshly 


mowed fields, for day each plot that belonged the 
association [the Klodzino PGR]. Can you believe that 
accomplished anything with this? Not your They 
had received orders from the Ministry plow all the 
mowed fields immediately after harvesting. There was 
nothing left for the sheep. had stand and see 
how the costly grass disappeared under the plow and had 
keep driving the sheep into stripped pastures. 

They sent commissioners! Inventories were made. 
was impossible get away from the numbers, can tell 
you. And had right! Someone came every day 
see whether the conditions the sheep farm matched 
those registered the books. there was sheep missing, 
then the foreman had slaughtered and eaten it, was 
negligent, heaven knows what! has one sheep 
too many, that was crime too! Was trading his 
own with the sheep! Had bought it? Who had sold it? 

They were dirty that they sometimes sent man 
sheep farm hide sheep. Then they wait see what 
the foreman will do. Will report it? Has no- 
ticed the loss? not, then all hell breaks loose! 

impossible keep the books that they match the 
conditions the farm. One has help himself one way 
another. The commission suddenly appears count the 
sheep. Gentlemen, you please! let them count. was 
impossible count the 900 sheep care all once. 
they counted half the sheep first, took rest, smoked 
cigarette and got some fresh air. was with them, natu- 
rally, talked with them friendly-like. helper, however, 
boy could trust, goes through the second entrance into 


the sheep farm. didn’t have enough sheep, then 
took few from those that had just been counted and 
put these with those counted next. had one 
two too many, then took sheep away from those 
counted. Only this way were able keep the 
books order. was exciting, you can imagine. 

They required that not only the books kept order 
but that the quality the sheep were first class. Once 
year qualification commission [komisja kwalifikacyjna] 
appears and tests the condition the animals. The weak 
and old sheep are sorted out sent away that they 
not influence the general quality the sheep farm. 
They found about seventy head herd sent 
away. That was May. you believe anything was 
done until August [when left] send those sheep away? 
I’m sure that these sheep will live see the next qualifica- 
tions commission. That is, they don’t die before then. 
Till then, God bless you poor shepherd, count, count, 

had fulfill quota two ways; breeding young 
animals and wool. The breeding wasn’t hard because 
they didn’t require more than one lamb year from the 
mother sheep. When there happened more than that, 
this was grounds for bonus for the worker five zlotys. 
Almost more important was the wool. The quota changed 
from year year. 1953, delivered 1,170 kilograms 
from 600 sheep. didn’t get bonus, however, although 
this was apparently enough because they left peace. 
This year was deliver 2.50 kilograms from each sheep. 


was puzzle know how this with these 
poor sheep. let you know that not only did consider 
the quota too high, but also the people who knew some- 
thing about breeding, and more than thought 
too. 

When the commission came May, engineer 
Warsaw was present. specialist animal 
for all Poland, very competent man who took over the 
position the old engineer After the animals had becn 
qualified, asked another man who came with the com- 
mission, and who was with the planning department, what 
the quota established for each sheep Plonsko was. 

was the answer. 

heard how whistled through his teeth and said the 
“planning” man: “That’s pure insanity. These sheep have 
long hair, light wool. the most, they can give 1.8( 
kilograms.” 

The other winced with his shoulders and said: “Yes 
The plan already finished, however, and nothing can 
changed. Absolutely nothing, you understand?” 

And who was meet this quota? Naturally, the 
man, the shepherd. Was take the chin all the 
time? No, rather given them punch the nose. 
they want have their 2.50 kilograms per sheep, then 
give them. How does one that? well-established 
trick among shepherds: let the sheep out while it’s raining 
until the wool gets wet. Let the wool dry little and then 
start shearing. You can imagine how much weight the 
takes 
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conomic Report: 


The Baltics 


This the second two articles the Baltic 
Because the Baltics have been incorpo- 
into the Soviet Union this article breaks 
through series Iron Curtains bring new 
these first victims Communist aggres- 


NDER rule, agriculture the Baltic States 
was backward that small number privileged 
families held more than fifty percent the land, 
while peasants the large estates sustained themselves 
undersized holdings. 
After World War and the collapse Russia, the Bal- 
States, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, gained their in- 
dependence. Among the first acts the newly constituted 
governments was reform the archaic agricultural sys- 
tem. Forest lands were nationalized, and the large estates 
broken and distributed the peasants. result 
such vigorous action the 1930’s found Latvia with over 
Percent, Estonia with over percent and Lithuania with 
over percent their farms less than hectares size. 
Lithuania hectares was set the maximum size 
Latvia the former landowning nobility was lim- 
estates hectares, and more than 1.1 million 
agricultural land was distributed the peas- 


During the inter-war period, effective producing and 
marketing organizations were established the Baltic 
particularly Estonia. These received strong sup- 
from the government the form grants, credits 
supplies. Various types cooperative associations 
farm products, organized large scale exports 
eggs, poultry, bacon and livestock, granted credits, 
agricultural machinery and fertilizer, and made 
machinery available their membership. This was the 
type agriculture which the Soviet Union undertook 
when annexed the Baltic States. 


Title: The Most Essential Agricultural Machine. 


Caption: Agricultural specialists MTS and kolkhozes spend 
the greater part their time collecting information and draw- 
ing reports, summaries and lists, that they have time 
left carry out their real duties. Signs sheets read: report, 
instruction, summary. 

Tractor: Cold! Nobody takes care me.” 

Typewriter: “Whats all this muttering. Don’t you know that 
the most essential machine the station?” 


Rahva Haal (Tallinn), February 16, 1954. 


Collectivization 


During their 1940-41 occupation, the Russians had 
opportunity inaugurate collectivization the Baltic 
States, and during the immediate postwar period they were 
too concerned with reconstructing the economic base these 
countries press for collectivized agriculture. Towards 
the end 1947 Baltic collectivization finally got under 
way. progressed slowly during 1948 and the beginning 
1949. The Baltic farmer, heir more than genera- 
tion voluntary agricultural cooperation, showed de- 
sire enter the Russian-style kolkhozes. combat peas- 
ant resistance, the Soviets resorted mass deportations 
these “incorrigible free during the latter part 
March, 1949.* may seen the following chart how 
rapidly collectivization progressed after these deportations. 
For example, Estonian kolkhozes increased from 530 
March 2,594 April; Latvian kolkhozes increased from 
1,248 March 3,700 May; Lithuania the number 
went from 926 February 4,135 July. 

the three Baltic States, Lithuanian collectivization 
advanced the slowest pace. While percent the 
peasant households Estonia were collectivized De- 
cember 1949, and percent those Latvia, only 
percent the Lithuanian peasant households were collec- 
tivized. The Kremlin, faced with continuing resistance 
the Lithuanian peasantry, resorted further deportations 
March 1950. The results are evident from the above 


Estonian deportations took place about March 23; those 
Lithuania from March 27; and Latvia from March 
29. Additional deportations took place Lithuania during 
June 1949. 
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Estonia Latvia Lithuania 
Number Number Number 
household total total household total 
Number unitsin household Number unitsin household Number unitsin 
March 1949 .......... 530 1,248 131,000 
3,017 102,500 82.0 4,035 90.0 6,0008 50.09 


chart. From the percent collectivization November 
1949, the figure soared percent June 1950. 

The second stage Baltic collectivization began Feb- 
ruary 1950. This consisted the merging many the 
small kolkhozes into larger collective the 
chart indicates, Estonian kolkhozes, which reached high 
3,017 the end 1949, today number about 914; 
Latvian kolkhozes, which reached 4,115, now number 
1,448; and those Lithuania, which reached 6,549, now 
number approximately 2,266. 


Sources: 


Estonia—Tode Kodumaalt (Tallinn) 1951; Radio Tallinn, July 
31, 1951, March 30, 1952, February 20, 1953, July 20, 1953; 
Izvestia (Moscow) September 16, 1949; Rahva Haal, April 17, 
1949, July 21, 1949, March 29, 1951, April 18, 1951, April 27, 
1954. 


Latvia—Ten Years Soviet Latvia Kalnberzins, (Moscow), 
1951; Cina (Riga), March 13, 1948, October 1949, October 
1952; Izvestia, May 14, 1949, July 21, 1949; Bolshevik, May 
30, 1949; Report from the Fifth Session Latvia’s Supreme 
Soviet, July 1950; Radio Riga, March 30, 1949. 

Lithuania—The Ascent Agriculture Soviet Lithuania 
Liaudis; Pravda, December 1950; Izvestia, July 22, 1948, 
July 21, 1949; Sovetskaya Litva (Vilnius) July 1951, Septem- 
ber 30, 1952, January 1953; Radio Tallinn, March 1954; 
Snieckus report the Plenum the Central Committee 
the Lith. CP, September 10, 1949. 

2It was stated that there were 14,432 working kolkhoz mem- 
bers and 22,880 hectares arable land collectivized. 


This program was initiated for several reasons. Baltic 
agriculture, unlike that pre-Communist Russia and part 
Eastern Europe, was not based the village and strip 
farming system, which some these countries had been 
relic the feudal system manorial serfdom. Instead, 
Baltic farming resembled the independent farmstead 
tem Western Europe and the United States. When 
kolkhoz was formed, therefore, the houses the constitu- 
ent members remained their original holdings, scattered 
throughout the communal fields. The regime considered 


Figure for October 1948. 

Figure for July 1948. 

was stated that 360,000 hectares arable land were col- 
lectivized. 

Figures for February 1949. 

was stated that 2,305,000 hectares arable land were col- 
lectivized. 

Figure given more than 6,000. maximum 6,549 kolk- 
hozes was reached, but exactly when not known. 

Figure for November 1949. 

Figure given more than three thousand. 

Figure for June 1950. 

Figure for December 1950. 

Figure for July 20, 1952. 

was stated that 2,523,200 hectares arable land were 
collectivized. 

Figure estimated the basis 364,440 thousand household 
units Lithuania (September 1952). 
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this undesirable, made the control such separated 
households difficult, necessitated the dispersion cattle 
and other livestock among the individual household barns 
and sheds, and led the continued “peculiar attachment” 
the farmer for his original privately owned land. 


otal addition, small kolkhozes were more difficult con- 
trol, and required greater number supervisory and 
its technical personnel. There was, and is, the Soviet Un- 
ion severe shortage trained agricultural technicians, 
and almost equal scarcity politically “reliable” super- 
visors. The Communists also preferred amalgamate the 

small kolkhozes because the greater ease introducing 
mechanization and new agro-technical methods the 

larger holdings.* 

The new program, addition merging smaller kolk- 

hozes into larger units, called for resettling the individual 

peasant households into “kolkhoz villages.” previously 

the first part the program—the amalgama- 
tion smaller kolkhozes—got under way about February 

1950. The second part proceeding more slowly. For ex- 
ample, Lithuania, where there are 360,000 peasant 
80.0 households collectivized, only 1,000 families were resettled 
the new “kolkhoz villages” during 1953. According 
99.0 the November 1953 Tiesa (Vilnius), this was “much 

more than the previous year.”** 

Commenting this resettlement program, Snieckus, 
93.0 address before the Nineteenth Party Congress, Oc- 
tober 1952, declared, kolkhozes the Lithuanian 

now have the opportunity begin thé moving 

workers from single dwellings common dwelling 

ment have prepared the bases for moving. ask 

you help solving this problem.” 
the same Party Congress, Kalnberzins, Secretary 
the Latvian CP, stated: 
“As Lithuania, are confronted with great and 
task, erect kolkhoz villages instead indi- 
nstead, vidual living quarters. The continued existence the 
many individual farm sites causes great difficulties, dis- 
Vhen turbs the organizational and economic strengthening 
onstitu- kolkhozes and hinders moves aimed speedy develop- 
ment Socialist agriculture. order succeed this 
need the assistance the CPSU and the Soviet 
government.” (Cina [Riga], October 1952.) 
his September 1953 report the Central Com- 
were the CPSU, First Secretary Khrushchev 
that although collectivization [in the Baltic 
were col- 
549 kolk- December 1950 Pravda article quoted Lithu- 
C.P. Secretary Snieckus having said before plenary 
the Lithuanian Party Central Committee: “The large 
farms have repeatedly and clearly shown their vast ad- 
vantages over small ones. They have been better farms, made 
better use machinery and increased the level income.” 
shown the chart, the rate amalgamation has slackened 
and were the past year so. This probably reflects abandonment 
the agro-town scheme, lack materiel and present New Course 
household antagonize the peasants. 


Republics] has the main been accomplished”, the ques- 
tion the individual settlements still arises. continued: 
“We are for the gradual liquidation the individual set- 
tlements and for the creation collective farm villages. 
This will provide more favorable conditions for improving 
kolkhoz production and will make possible raise the 
cultural level and standard living the collective farm- 


(For Lasting Peace September 25, 
1953.) 
Mechanization 


The following chart traces the increase the number 
Baltic MTS. The organization MTS has general 
paralleled the development farm collectivization. 
Lithuania, where collectivization has proceeded most 
slowly, only 11.7 percent agriculture was mechanized 
1950 (Sovetskaya Litva [Vilnius], April 25, 1951) the 
figure had reached only percent 1953 (Sovetskaya 
Litva, November 14-15, 1953), and more than per- 
cent called for the plan for 1955. Estonia, per- 
cent agricultural mechanization had already been reached 
1952 (Rahva Haal [Tallinn], September 17, 1952), and 
went almost percent the following year (Pravda, 
October 13, 1953). Latvia has attained percent agri- 
cultural mechanization 1954 (Radio Riga, August 
1954). 

far the greatest part this mechanization grain 
cultivation. The use machines cultivate potatoes, 
vegetables, industrial crops and fodder, most which re- 
quire special planting methods equipment for mechani- 
zation, much less advanced. the Soviet Union 
whole, according Radio Moscow broadcast Sep- 
tember 12, 1953, percent grain cultivated 
mechanically, but only percent the potato planting, 
less than six percent the potato harvesting, and almost 
none the vegetable cultivation handled. 


Machine Tractor 


Estonia Latvia Lithuania 
120 135 


Estonia—Rahva Haal, June 1954, June 19, 1951, 
January 26, 1951; Tode Kodumaalt, 1951. Latvia—Ten Years 
Soviet Latvia, 1951; Sovetskaya Latvia, June 13, 1951; Radio 
Riga, October 1953; Cina, April 25, 1954; Lithuania—Radio 
Vilnius, May 28, 1954; Tiesa, September 30, 1952, April 
January 28, 1954; The Ascent Agriculture Soviet Lithuania, 
1950; Sovetskaya (Moscow) September 1949; The Great 
Soviet Encyclopedia, USSR, Vol. 1952. 


Plan called for establishment 100 MTS the end 
1950. 


Baltic MTS suffer from the ailments common MTS 
throughout the Soviet orbit They are plagued lack 
trained personnel, shortage repair parts, and in- 
efficient utilization equipment. The local press full 
articles decrying these shortcomings. typical comment 
appeared the July 10, 1954 Tiesa, which quoted speech 
Lithuanian Minister Agriculture Augustinaitis: 
tractors were not repaired time for the begin- 
ning field work. Machine maintenance not ac- 
complished according and not time. Because 
this, many machines are damaged and accidents are tak- 
ing place. The mowing and silaging operations this 
year are being done with extreme backwardness, even 


The extent the shortcomings Lithuanian MTS was 
revealed Minister Finance Drobnys his 1954 
budget address reported over Radio Vilnius, May 28, 
1954: considerable part the MTS are not fully 
utilizing their machinery, and their servicing kolkhozes 
bad. 132 MTS, did not fulfill their plans 1953, 
and exceeded the planned cost tractor work. Self- 
propelled combines, flax combines, and other complicated 
agricultural machines have been used badly.” 

The deplorable condition the MTS equipment was 
stressed the July 13, 1954 Cina (Riga) 


should noted that only percent the com- 
bines and percent the threshing machines our re- 
public have been repaired. have large number 
horse-drawn mowing machines, but only per cent 
these have been repaired. Why have these threshing 
and mowing machines not been repaired? Apparently be- 
cause some districts all the harvesting with combines. 
This attitude wrong. can only bring poor results— 


The above article indicates that there strong tend- 
ency for the MTS utilize only the new and modern 
equipment and leave horse-drawn machines idle. The 
situation further complicated the shortage mod- 
ern machinery and aggravated the lack repairs. 
solution this problem, the regime encouraging the 


use horses the fields. This program was described 
May 20, 1954 Sovetskaya Estonia article: 


very important spring sowing that horses 
used addition tractors. Rakvere District horses 
are seen the fields some kolkhoz chairmen try 
explain the situation saying that there are not enough 
people drive the horses. the “Leegi” kolkhoz 
there are horses, but not one them now used for 
district; this spring 300 hectares must plowed and 650 
hectares sown with grain alone. But this moment 
not more than one hundred hectares have been plowed. The 
kolkhoz has 200 horses with which only two dozen hectares 
have been plowed. Only three teams horses have been 
used the spring sowing. The Rakvere Soviet Executive 
Committee insufficiently publicizes the experience lead- 
ing kolkhozes the district and fails demand from the 


leaders laggard kolkhozes that they employ horses 
sowing.” 


Livestock 


The weakest link the entire Soviet economy the 
livestock problem. The current livestock situation and its 
difficulties were discussed recent speeches Premier 
Malenkov (Radio Moscow, August 1953), USSR 
Secretary Khrushchev (For Lasting Peace, 
September 25, 1953), and the decree the USSR 
Council Ministers and the Central Committee the 
CPSU measures for the further development live- 
stock breeding (Radio Moscow, September 26, 1953). 
his August speech, Malenkov declared: 

“Tt should admitted that things are bad regard 
the development livestock breeding. The has 
not yet been overcome, the speed increase the number 
heads cattle still insufficient, while the productivity 
cattle continues remain low. many collective farms 
communal stock-breeding has thus far failed become 
highly productive and profitable branch the 
economy should be. All this has had adverse effect 
upon the economic position collective farms and dam- 
aging the national economy.” 


The September decree succinctly summed the 
causes the disastrous livestock situation the USSR: 


Livestock 


219 217 164 189 194 
706 630 475 435 461 
sheep ...... 696 529 409 253 258 257 
poultry ..... 1,711 1,689 979 845 376 


Goal 1950 Plan® 1950 Fulfillment’? August 1, 1952 1955 Plan? 

19485 Goal 1945 Actual 1945 Actual 1950 Goal 


thousands head. Territory: 
1945 present 45,000 sq. km. 

Yearbook Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 
1945-46, Vol. 1947. 

Pall’s speech, April 30, 1947. 

speeches April 30, 1947 and May 1947. 

Pall’s speech, July 21, 1947. 


until 1945—47,549 sq. km; 


Great Stalin Five-Year Plan, June, 1946. 
Estonia, July 17, 1946: horses, 217 thousand; cattle, 586 thousand; 
sheep and goats, 379 thousand; pigs, 410 thousand. 

Radio Tallinn, June 14, 1951. 

Rahva Haal, September 17, 1952. 

Rahva Haal, January 26, 1951. 

Includes cows. 


% ovet 


housand; 


“The poor development livestock breeding can ex- 
plained first all the lag the production fodder. 
numerous kolkhozes the sowing grass developing 
unsatisfactory way and the yielding capacity the 
existing natural pastures and sown grasses exceptionally 
low. The cultivation fodder root plants, fodder melon 
crops, corn and sunflower seeds neglected state. 
The planting potatoes fodder for livestock taking 
place insignificant scale, and measures improve 
the state meadows and pastures are being taken 
unsatisfactory way. The stacking hay and straw, work 
improving the state meadows, the draining pastures, 
and the water supply for livestock breeding farms par- 
ticularly unsatisfactory. result low yield fodder 
crops, and unsatisfactory mechanization hay making 
the plans for preparing raw and rich fodder remain un- 
filled year after year. 

“The lack well managed cattle sheds and poultry 
houses important obstacle the successful develop- 


Livestock Census—Latvia’ 


ment livestock breeding and poultry raising. Numerous 
collective farms not fulfill the plans for building cattle 
sheds and silos. The supply building materials col- 
lective farms badly organized particularly timber, 
raw materials and bricks.” 


These strictures apply the whole Soviet Union. 
the Baltic States, where livestock production was the eco- 
nomic basis the area before the war, notable decline 
has taken place. The census charts compare the num- 
ber livestock the three Baltic States the prewar 
period with those for the war period, the immediate post- 
war years, and Plans projected the Communist regime. 

the livestock situation the immediate post- 
war period indicates that the Baltic cattle population had 
fallen almost percent the prewar level. The situa- 
tion was even more critical for livestock other than cattle. 


1952 


1953 


1950 


1950 Fulfillment5 


415 420 400 374 377 
1,470 1,129 1,048 624 605 
892 712 782 519 633 
4,037 3,688 1,512 1,262 


1In thousands head. Territory; until 1944—65,000 sq. 
1945 present—63,900 sq. km. 


Yearbook Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 
1945-46, Vol. 1947. 


from statistics The Great Stalin Five-Year Plan 
and Latvia Socialisticheskom Puti. 


Livestock Census—Lithuania’ 


19468 Goal 1946 Actual 1946 1951 1952 1954 

620 

4Figures from The Great Stalin Five-Year Plan, June, 1946; 


Latvia Socialisticheskom Puti, 1947. 
Plannovoye Khoziaistvo, No. 1953. 
Cina, April 1952. 

Cina, April 25, 1954. 

Radio Riga, October 20, 1953. 

Includes cows. 


1950 
1950 Fulfillment® 1955 
over over over 
19402 19422 19432 19443 19453 19464 Goal 1945 Actual 1945 1954 Goal 1950 

1,117 1,160 832 519 496 1,100 112 721 1,305 1,400 


1In thousands head. Territory: 1939—52,920 sq. km; 1940- 
1943—59,800 sq. km; 1944-present—65,200 sq. km. 


Yearbook Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 
1945-46, Vol. 1947. 


From speech Minister Agriculture Augustinaitis before 
Session the Supreme Soviet the Lithuanian SSR, August 
1946, Tiesa (Vilnius) August 10, 1946. 

Grosse Band 1952. 

Great Stalin Five-Year Plan, June 1946; Tiesa, August 
10, 1946; Sovetskaya Litva Justis Paleckis, September 1949. 


The original goal for horses called for 490 thousand head, 
percent increase over 1945. 

Plannovoye Khoziaistvo, Nov. 1953, and from Sovetskaya 
Litva (Vilnius), June 12, 1951. 

Decision the Central Committee the Lithuanian CP, 
Sovetskaya Litva (Vilnius), Nov. 15, 1953. 

Decision the VIIIth Plenum the Central Committee 
the Lithuanian and the Council Ministers the Lithu- 
anian SSR, November 16-19, 1950. 

Includes cows. 

Does not include geese ducks. 
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For example, the 1939 Lithuanian census hogs indicates 
total slightly more than 1.1 million head. The 1946 
census reported only 496 thousand head, less than per- 
cent the prewar level. Similarly for sheep, Lithuania 
recorded slightly more than 1.2 million the 1939 census, 
while the 1946 count was only 362 thousand head, ap- 
proximately percent the prewar level.* 

their Fourth Five Year Plan, the Communists set 
goals which would raise the cattle population almost 
the prewar level. Plan fulfillment statistics indicate, how- 
ever, that the level reached was only slightly above that 
the immediate postwar period. 


their Fifth Five Year Plan goals, the Communists 


optimistically set livestock levels considerably higher than 
those the previous Plan. However, after the speeches 
Malenkov and Khrushchev the catastrophic livestock 
situation, the original 1955 Plan goals were scaled down, 
and more realistic levels were substituted for 1954. For ex- 
ample, nearly 1.4 million head cattle were originally 
planned Lithuania for 1955. Under the new November 
14, 1953 decision the Central Committee the Lithua- 
nian Communist Party (Sovetskaya Litva, November 14- 
15, 1953), the 1954 cattle goal was only 975,000 head, 
thus precluding the attainment the original 1955 target. 
The only figure that seems not have been reduced that 
for hogs. previously mentioned, one the immediate 
Soviet programs the increase hog production. This 
realistic, since far simpler raise the number hogs 
than that cattle. 


the root the whole critical livestock problem are 
several factors: the severe fodder shortage; the lack 
adequate livestock shelters; the extremely high com- 
pulsory delivery quotas and resultant peasant apathy; 
the introduction throughout the Baltic States the 
Williams-Lysenko grass-field system cultivation, accord- 
ing which production was raised very intensive 
cultivation smaller land area, but which has com- 
pletely failed give the expected high yields.** 


That the Baltic States are suffering from same live- 
stock difficulties the Soviet Union whole can 
seen from the recent speeches the Party hierarchy and 
the scoldings the Moscow and local Communist press. 
For example, the April 17, 1949 Rahva Haal, reporting 
the 1948 annual plan fulfillment, stated that, “Livestock 
farming lagging further behind than any the other 
agricultural branches. has not fulfilled the plan, par- 
ticularly the breeding young cattle. The tempo 
developing livestock farming hindered the unsatis- 


must borne mind that the prewar territory Lithu- 
ania was 52,900 square kilometers, while the present territory covers 
65,200 square kilometers. Thus the disparities are even more 
marked. 


For example: over six year period, clover grass planted 
the first two years; grain the third year; potatoes the fourth year; 
leguminous plants the fifth year; grain with underseed 
clover grass the sixth year. For year sugar-beet period, clover 
grass planted the first two years; grain the third year; sugar- 
beets potatoes the fourth year; grain and oil-seed plants the 
fifth year; grain the sixth year; sugar-beets and potatoes the 
seventh year; grain the eighth year. 


Kolkhoz Livestock 


1954 Plan 1955 Plan 

310 455 46.7 800 57.5 
155 27.6 390 42.4 
sheep 2204 29.3 260 
400 55.5 500 35.7 


Cina, November 19, 1950; Sovetskaya 
Justas Paleckis, September 1949; Sovetskaya Litva, November 
14-15, 1953. 

The balance livestock found partly State farms, 
but mostly private plots kolkhoz members. 

Includes cows. 

goats. 


factory fodder situation; the sowing plan for perennial hay 

Three years later, his report the Eighth Congress 
the Estonian Central Committee, Party Secretary Kabin 
disclosed that the situation had not appreciably changed: 


the development the fodder base still lagging 
compared the increasing number livestock. The con- 
struction livestock shelter very important for the suc- 
cessful development animal husbandry. republic kolk- 
hozes the majority livestock still unsuitable shelters, 
often scattered ten eleven places. During the past two 
years almost all kolkhozes started construct livestock 
shelters. However, the extent this construction un- 
satisfactory.” (Rahva Haal, September 17, 1952.) 


year later (Pravda, October 13, 1953) Kabin again 
reported the Central Committee that problems 
developing animal husbandry have not occupied the center 
attention the Party’s organizations. They have not 
taken the necessary measures establish dependable 
feed base. Construction livestock shelters has been 
poorly conducted.” 


October 17, 1953, Radio Tallinn broadcast gave 
the following statistics: livestock products give 
percent more the income our kolkhozes. From 
January 1951, January 1953, cattle kolkhozes 
and sovkhozes our republic increased about percent.” 
This figure particularly revealing since total cattle 
the country had increased percent from the end 1950 
August 1952, according the September 17, 1952 
Rahva Haal. The rate increase cattle the collectiv- 
ized and State sectors was therefore lower that that for the 
country whole. The broadcast stressed that, “One 
the reasons for the lag livestock farming the kolkhoz 
members’ insufficient material interest the development 
such farming.” The announcer added that the “Raising 
purchase prices and the lowering compulsory delivery 
quotas will great importance increasing the kolkhoz 
members’ interest developing agricultural production. 
Only 0.9 tons silage per head cattle was pro- 
duced [in Estonia] last year instead the five six tons 


norm.” 
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Estonia, the Latvian press has had considerable 
number reports the disastrous livestock situation, For 
example, January 31, 1951 article Sovetskaya Latvia 
that “The silage plan has not been fulfilled many 
Also, raw fodder has not been prepared adequate 


quantities. Insufficient attention has been paid the 
preparation cattle sheds. Only six out forty-five cat- 
sheds planned for construction have been built. The 
communal herds have not been supplied with adequate 
several kolkhozes the Sigulda district.” 


Several years later the situation had not improved. 
20, 1953 article Sovetskaya Latvia quoting Vilis 
acis, chairman the Latvian Council Ministers, said 
several districts cattle breeding has been neg- 
kcted. districts there are only 12.5 head 
cattle per 100 hectares, Dagda district only 8.6 against 
27.7 the Valka district.* have not been able mas- 
ter the difficulties supplying the needed fodder, and 
have not improved the condition the flooded meadows. 
have the shortest possible time change the neglected 


conditions farming, and this applies entire districts 
and kolkhozes.” 


subsequent report Latvian Party Secretary 
Kalnberzins over Radio Riga October 1953 declared 
that “The actual amount income from cattle 60.7 
percent the total income our kolkhozes. numerous 
districts, cattle breeding has been neglected and 
general the prewar level has not been reached either 
the number cattle nor their productivity.” This re- 
port also called for the production 1954, each Lat- 
vian kolkhoz, 15-20 hectares corn, sunflowers and 
topinambur, used for fodder. Kalnberzins stated that 
each kolkhoz provide least five six tons 
silage per cow. also scored the inadequate construc- 
tion barns and other livestock shelters and, stressing 
that hog breeding important branch animal hus- 
bandry, accused kolkhozes having paid little attention 
this type production. added that the Republic’s 
sheep produced little wool, and that poultry farming was 
inefficient. meeting the Supreme Soviet the 
USSR (Cina, April 25, 1954), Kalnberzins further dis- 
cussed the current livestock situation. declared that 
must admit that this sector have great de- 
ficiencies. The Republic’s kolkhozes have been set the 
task increasing the number cattle 25-27 head per 
100 hectares arable land.” (see footnote 


Lithuania’s livestock situation probably the most criti- 
cal the three Baltic States, was shown report 
the Seventh Congress the Lithuanian Snieckus, 
First Secretary the Party. According Tiesa Feb- 
ruary 24, 1954, the official disclosed that: 


Krushchev, his report measures for the further develop- 
ment agriculture the USSR, declared that, order ensure 
consumption according scientifically based norms, there must 
head beef and dairy cattle, including cows, per hun- 
dred hectares plow land, meadows and pasture (For Lasting 
Peace, September 25, 1953). July 22, 1954 Radio Riga broad- 
cast stated that “there are present 21.4 head cattle per 100 
hectares farmland [in Latvia], including 9.2 This 


figure probably incorrect considering the Lacis pronouncement 
quoted above. 


“The plan for the development collective cattle breed- 
ing was not accomplished. Especially intolerable the 
situation the regions Linkuva, Birzai, Panvezys, Jieznas, 
and Joniskis, where the number cows has decreased dur- 
ing the period from October 1953 January 1954. 
The kolkhozes the Republic have fulfilled the plan for 
increasing the number hogs only 92.1 percent, al- 
though under existing conditions hog breeding can and 
must become profitable branch the agricultural econ- 
omy our Republic.” 


That the situation has shown little improvement during 
recent months evident from September 15, 1954 Tiesa 
editorial. The article stated that although three months 
had elapsed since the Third Plenum the Lithuanian 
“had pointed out the serious lags the development 
cattle breeding several regions did not draw the neces- 
sary conclusions from the instructions given the Plenum.” 
The editorial revealed that the regime was seriously con- 
cerned about the problem increasing the number cows 
the kolkhozes and that although increase cattle 
had been called for, the regions Prienai, Taurage, and 
Ignalina had allowed the number decrease. 

These regime comments show that the USSR faces seri- 
ous difficulties its animal husbandry. The Government, 
therefore, has recently introduced series new measures 
designed increase livestock productivity. They have re- 
duced compulsory delivery quotas, and increased delivery 
prices such those for meat, milk and eggs. Steps have 
been taken increase the supply available fodder, 
part cutting down the area sown low-yield peren- 
nial hay, and also increasing supplies fertilizer. 
concerted drive for more animal shelters has been organ- 
ized. the same time, the overall investment allocations 
for agriculture have been increased. 

Another measure designed improve livestock produc- 
tion increase emphasis the private plots 
kolkhoz members, and consequent reduction the part 
played communal land and herds. The private plot 
kolkhoz member consists maximum 0.6 hectares 
which permitted two cows, two head young 
horned cattle, one sow with litter, sheep, beehives 
and unlimited amount poultry and rabbits. The 
lower, more realistic goals set for 1954 reduce the number 
cattle expected from the communal herds, but increase 
the percentage supplied these private plots. 
Lithuania, for example, the original, bloated 1955 Plan 
(announced called for 57.5 percent the total 
cattle, including 42.2 percent cows, supplied 
the kolkhoz herds (see chart page 36.) The revised 1954 
goals, however, called for these herds provide only 46.7 
percent the cattle, including only 27.6 percent cows. 
The regime apparently hopes remedy the serious live- 
stock situation, and particularly increase milk produc- 
tion, this increased reliance the private plots col- 
lectivized farmers. 


Milk 


Milk production throughout the Baltic States has been 
particularly affected the critical livestock situation. Not 
only has the proportion milk cows the total number 
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Average Annual Milk Yield’ 


Estonia 
Average Kolkhoz Sovkhoz 
3,820 
2,500 2,750 4,600 
Cow (in liters). Sources: Estonia—Eesti Teatmeteos, 


1949; Pall speech, May 27, 1947; Rahva Haal, January 26, 1951, 
March 29, 1951, February 10, 1952, September 17, 1952, October 
17, 1953, May 13, 1954; Gazeta (Moscow), July 
1948; Sovetskaya Estonia, July 17, 1946; Radio Tallinn, June 14, 
1951, June 28, 1951, Radio Moscow, October 12, 1954. 

Latvia—Latvia Figures, 1938; Ten Years Soviet Latvia; 
Cina, April 25, 1954; Radio Riga, October 20, 1953; Sovetskaya 
Latvia, July 31, 1946, January 30, 1951. 

Lithuania—Lithuanian Agriculture and Statistics; Sovetskaya 


Latvia Lithuania 
1,807 3,100 1,600 
2,000 4,000 1,500 3,650 
3,000 4,500 2,800 4,200 


Litva, November 19, 1950, November 14-15, 1953; Tiesa, March 
30, 1952; The Ascent Agriculture Soviet Lithuania. 

The Estonian figure for 1939 (the Estonian yield for con- 
trolled cows, 71.6 thousand cows registered, was reported 2,950 
liters per cow) the Latvian figure for 1936-37; the Lithuanian 
figure for 1939-40, and includes only cows under control 
agriculture department (nearly thousand cows registered). 

31947 average milk yield individual Estonian houheholds 
was reported 1,597 liters Gazeta [Moscow], 
July 1948). 


cattle dropped appreciably recent years, but the milk 
yields, despite all Communist claims the contrary, have 
shown virtually improvement since the immediate post- 
war period. Radio Tallinn broadcast October 17, 
1953 announced that great obstacle livestock farm- 
ing the large number cows longer giving milk 
not rare case some kolkhozes.” During meeting 
the Supreme Soviet the USSR Kalnberzins was quoted 
saying that “during 1953 the plan calling for increased 
[milk] herds was not accomplished. The total number 
cattle [in Latvia] increased 23.4 percent, while the number 
cows increased only three percent.” (Cina, April 25, 
1954.) 

The critical situation Lithuania was indicated 
March 17, 1954 Tiesa article, which stated that “In some 
rayons the Republic healthy milk-producing cows have 
been slaughtered for meat, despite the small number 
cows kolkhozes. Such practice, which principle 
the same sabotage, has occurred Jieznas, Birzai, Pane- 
vezys, Joniskis, and other rayons.” The April 1954 
Rahva Haal disclosed that “according the Soviet Esto- 
nian Academy, the Republic receives each year least 
100 150 thousand tons milk less than could pro- 
duced, because unsatisfactory grazing and pasturing 
methods.” 

The above chart traces the development milk yields 
since the Communists occupied the Baltics, and compares 
them with prewar figures. Here again the 1954 Plan goals 
(established the Fall 1953) are considerably lower 
than those for 1955 (established 1950-51), indicating 
the regime’s more realistic appraisal the situation under 
the New Course. 


interesting point the alleged high yields sovkhoz 
cows compared those kolkhozes. must borne 
mind that very small percentage the total cattle 
the sovkhozes—for Estonia, according the Five Year 
Plan (Sovetskaya Estonia [Tallinn], July 17, 1946), only 
1.76 percent the total. But the sovkhoz cattle are the 
finest stock.* Further, although the Fourth Five Year Plan 
called for the Estonian sovkhozes hold only 1.76 percent 
the Republic’s cattle, and less than one percent its 
horses and hogs, allocated the sovkhozes approximately 
2.59 percent the fodder area sown. 

The only actual current milk yield figure available 
that for the average Estonian kolkhoz yield during 1953; 
higher than the average yield for 1946, and con- 
siderably below the planned 1950 level. the Lithuanian 
livestock situation even more critical than the Estonian, 
may assumed that the Lithuanian average yield 
even lower. The Latvian yields are probably slightly higher 
than the Estonian, but still considerably below the planned 
level. 


Sowing Plans 


major agricultural problem throughout the Soviet 
block raise gross yields and yields per hectare. re- 
cent years the area seeded some crops has been con- 
siderably cut back. This was part the Williams-Lysenko 
field system, previously mentioned, which 
fication cultivation. The following charts give the area 


The best cattle were transferred the sovkhozes after the 
mass deportations 1949. Farmers deported were generally the 
most successful and efficient. Their farms contained the country’s 
prize cattle. 


pl. 


hectares alloted the principal crops during the pre- 
war and war periods, and compare with the planned 
goals for 1950, 1954 and 1955. These goals are rarely 


Latvian (Radio Riga, July 22, 1954): “The meeting 
agreed that Latvia has not accomplished this year’s sowing 
plan. The planned crop area left unsown follows: 


reached, even though they are lower than the prewar grass, 107,000 hectares; spring cultures, 21,000 
hectares, which included 12,000 hectares potatoes, 3,000 
May 27, 1954, Radio Riga announced that flax and 1,700 hectares This means 
State plan for potato planting has been fulfilled approximately one-seventh the area allotted 
only percent, and owing last year’s delay potato cultivation and approximately one-half the area 
planting the Republic failed obtain hundreds thou- sown perennial grasses was left unsown.* 
ids potatoes. this These reports indicate that with the possible exception 
kolkhozes and sovkhozes planted too few pota- 
and vegetables, and sowed insufficient quantities 
flax and other industrial crops.” The following charts trace the development planned 
050 his report the Central Committee the hectare yields the Baltic States since the Commu- 
nian CP, Secretary Kabin revealed that large part the occupation, and these goals with the actual 
petato fields remains unharrowed, and some the yields. significant that the yields planned for 
‘olds were harrowed only once.” also disclosed that flax 
cultivation extremely poor, admitting that “of the The amount perennial grass sown this year was ap- 
flax cultivation regions, only kolkhozes Polva dealt with percent the total hectare area earmarked for 
flax cultivation required.” This was determined from the Lithuanian 
The extent which sowing plans are being underful- 
filled indicated the recent discussions which took place cultural countries. allows for the mechanized cultivation 
the Fourth Plenum the Central Committee the plants throughout their period vegetation. 
Year 
only 
the Sowing Plan—Estonia’ 
Plan 
cent Plan Plan Plan 
1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1945 1950 1955 
re- 
hectares. Sources: Gosudarstvennij Plan Raz- vegetables (109,000), fodder crops (262,000). the Estonian 
SSR 1941 god; International plan, 14.3 thousand hectares were sown sovkhozes and 
arca Yearbook Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 1945-46, Vol. experimental farms: grain (5,000), potatoes (1,600), vegetables 
Rahva Haal January 26, 1951; Sovetskaya Estonia July 17, 1946; (300), fodder crops (6,800). 
ter the March 10, 1946; Eesti Teatmeteos, 1949. this amount thousand hectares were sown sov- 
ally the The Estonian portion the All-Union Five Year Plan gave the khozes and other State farms, including five thousand hectares 
yuntry 


planned sowing area 981 thousand hectares, divided follows: 
(585,000), industrial crops (25,000), melons, potatoes and 


wheat. 
Mixture oats and barley. 


Sowing Plan—Latvia’ 


Plan 

1939 1940 1941 
Potatoes and Potatoes and Vegetables 168.0 
145.0 141.0 150.0 


Thousands hectares. Sources: Gosudarstvennij Plan Raz- 
vitija Narodnogo SSR 1941 god; International 
Yearbook Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 1945-46, Vol. 
Sovetskaya Latvia, June 10, 1946, July 31, 1946, February 11, 


1947; Radio Riga, October 20, 1953. 


vegetables 


Thousands hectares. Sources: 


Statistics; 


Plan Goal 

1941 1942 1943 1945 1950 1954 
1,064.0 969.0 924.0 1,105.0 
146.0 108.0 100.0 
292.0 263.0 271.0 
166.0 142.0 135.0 
393.0 381.0 324.0 
67.0 75.0 94.0 
18.0 20.0 20.0 15.0 
141.0 129.0 121.0 93.6 140.04 79.0 


1946, 1,528,200 hectares were sown. 
Mixture oats and barley. 


1947 plan called for 120 thousand hectares sown 
potatoes. 


Sowing 


Plan 

1939 1940 1941 
2,431.6 
1,364.0 1,320.0 1,596.2 
209,0 229.0 
108.0 111.0 
92.0 1218 
83.0 100.0 
9.0 13.0 16.3 
0.2 
227.0 
177.0 210.0 210.0 
17.0 
529.0 


Lithuanian Agriculture and 
Gosudarstvennij Plan Razvitija Narodnogo Khoziaistva 


SSR 1941 god; International Yearbook Agriculture Statistics 
1941-42 1945-46, Vol. The Great Stalin Five-Year Plan; 


November 19, 


Cina, 


1950; Litva, November 14-15, 


The Great Soviet Encyclopedia, USSR, Vol. 


Estimated figure. 
Mixture oats and barley. 


This the amount sown kolkhoz and sovkhoz lands 
only; kolkhozes—vegetables (7,000 hectares), potatoes (83,000 


Plan Goal Plan 

1941 1942 1943 1946 1950 1954 1955 

15.0 15.0 20.0 16.0 
179.0 159.0 121.0 180.0 90.14 


hectares) sovkhozes—vegetables (900 hectares), potatoes (7,120 
hectares). 

Given more than 420 thousand hectares. 

This figure divided follows: perennial grasses (28,000 hec- 
tares), annual grasses (124,000 hectares), perennial grasses 
preceding years (300,000 hectares), silo cultures (particularly 
and sunflower) (20,000 hectares), spring tuber plants (33,000 
hectares). 

figure divided follows: 674 thousand hectares for 
kolkhoz lands, and thousand sovkhoz lands. 
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sovkhozes are always somewhat above those for kolkhozes. 
can also seen that again the recently established 1954 
goals are much lower than those for 1955. 

the basis these statistics would appear that the 
Baltic yields are higher than the prewar period. What 
additional information available, however, indi- 
that this not the case. compare the few 
aviilable actual yield figures with the planned figures for 
nearest available year, see how marked the dif- 
ference between them, and how unreliable plan statistics 


For example, the actual potato yield for 1945 Latvia 
was centners (100 kilograms) per hectare (Sovetskaya 
Latvia, June 10, 1946), and the planned goal for 1947 was 
110 centners, increase almost percent. The ac- 
tual Latvian sovkhoz potato yield for 1953 was only 
centners per hectare, compared planned 1953 goal 
154 centners, according the State budget report (Cina, 
May 28, 1954). The same report announced that the ac- 
tual 1953 sovkhoz grain yield was 10.9 centners per hectare, 
compared the planned 18.1 centners, and the actual 
yield 12.8 centners for the previous year. Not only are 


Average Plan Goal 1954 Goal 1955 Plan 
1934-38 1950 1952 Kolkhoz Sovkhoz Kolkhoz Sovkhoz 
Pot: toes? 130.8 130.0 160.0 170.0 190.0 
Ind istrial Crops 
Fodder 


per hectare. Sources: Cina, April 1952, April 13, 
1954, May 27, 1954; Tass, April 24, 1952; Sovetskaya Latvia, 
June 10, 1946; Radio Riga, April 13, 1954; Izvestia, January 19, 
1951; International Yearbook Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 
1945-46, Vol. Sovetskaya Estonia, May 24, 1954. 

According the June 10, 1946 Sovetskaya Latvia, the 1945 


potato yield was equal centners per hectare; the 1947 goal 
called for per hectare yield 110 centners. 


These goals were raised during the Latvian-Estonian kolkhoz 
competition from 4.0 centners for flax fiber and 215.0 centners for 
the sugar beet yield. 


Average Plan 1951 Goal 1954 Goal? 1955 Plan 

1934-38 1950 Kolkhoz Kolkhoz Sovkhoz 

Crops 


per hectare. Sources: Pravda, January 1949; 
November 19, 1950, April 1951, November 
1953; Sovetskaya Litva Justas Paleckis, 1949; The Ascent 
Agriculture Soviet Lithuania; International Yearbook Agri- 
ultural Statistics 1941-42 1945-46, Vol. 
1954 per hectare goal for vegetables (in centners) was: 
(210), cucumbers (100 for kolkhozes, 130 for sovkhozes), 


tomatoes (120 for kolkhozes, 130 for sovkhozes), carrots (130 for 
kolkhozes, 150 for sovkhozes), beets (150), onions (90). 


these goals was issued 1949 and probably raised 
the original goals considerably. 


4Figure for 1938, taken from Lithuanian Agriculture and 
Statistics. 


5.5 
6.5 


Average Sovkhoz Sovkhoz 
1934-38 1947 


Plan 1952 Goal? 


1954 
1950 Sovkhoz Kolkhoz Sovkhoz 


1955 Plan 


Industrial Crops 

Fodder 


12.0 17.0 21.0 16.0 21.0 17-19 


135.0 160.0 210.0 150.05 190.0 240.0 


per hectare. Sources: Sovkhoznaya Gazeta, July 
1949, June 28, 1952; Rahva Haal, January 26, 1951, June 28, 
1951, July 1952, August 12, 1953, February 19, 1954, February 
26, 1954, May 13, 1954; Sovetskaya Estonia, July 17, 1946; In- 
ternational Yearbook Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 1945-46, 
Vol. 

1952 goal for kolkhoz flax fiber yield was originally 4.2 
centners, that for sugar beet and potatoes was originally 220 and 
180 centners respectively (Radio Tallinn, June 1951). These 


goals were revised downwards (Rahva Haal, July 1952). 

kolkhoz per hectare goal for vegetables (in 
was: cabbage (175), cucumbers (110), tomatoes (135), carrots 
(120), beets (135), onions (85). 

the goals for the Valga region Estonia 
the Estonian-Latvian kolkhoz competition. 

Originally announced the February 19, 1954, Rahva Haal 
140, but subsequently raised 150 the May 13, 1954 
Rahva Haal. 


these actual yields for Latvian sovkhozes far below the 
planned goals, but they are even below the goals for the 
bad postwar years, and much inferior the average pre- 
war yields (see yields chart, page 41). 

July 1954 Radio Riga broadcast disclosed that “the 
1953 kolkhoz harvest was percent less than that for 
1950.” admitted that “low grain production the re- 
sult low yields,” adding that the harvest decreased de- 
spite the fact that “the area covered grain culture 
1953 exceeded that for 1949 percent (185,000 hec- 
tares).” This startling admission tells the story behind the 
bloated figures the plan estimates. 

The Lithuanian situation better the Latvian. 
February 25, 1954 Radio Vilnius declared that 
after year potato planting plans are not fulfilled. Many 
kolkhozes and regions have intolerably low potato yields.” 
The broadcast scored the use old-fashioned planting 
methods, and stated that the September Party Plenum de- 
manded the utilization the advanced square-cluster 
method. Similarly, May 28, 1954 broadcast quoted Fi- 
nance Minister Drobnis his budget report having 
said: “In 1953 many kolkhozes and sovkhozes the Re- 
public had low crop yields.” 


Finance 


The following charts trace the development the Baltic 


Republic budgets during recent years. Included the 
financing all projects within the jurisdiction the Re- 
publics and local authorities, and all income collected 
the State and allocated the Republic and local budg- 
ets. The following conclusions can drawn: 


Both actual income and expenditure are generally 
somewhat above the sum originally planned. 


Soviet policy calls for increasing the percentage 
income derived from the Socialist sector, largely from turn- 
over taxes and national enterprise profits, and decreasing 


the percentage derived from direct state and 


taxes. doing the regime apparently hopes 
courage farmers greater production, well placate 
the general population lessening the visible tax burden, 
while maintaining its income hidden taxes. 1952, 
slight drop the percentage income obtained from the 
Socialist sector occurred. This decrease was largely the 
result reduction the amount turnover tax 
come applied the Republic budgets, probably due 
the need for higher Korean War expenditures. This trend 
was particularly apparent Latvia, where the 1952 budget 
called for only 2.5 percent the total income 
vided from the turnover tax. 


The percentage income derived from the revenut 
State enterprises showed steady increase 1953 
The 1954 budgets call for smaller amount from 
source. Since these funds are derived from the profits 
State enterprises, apparent that larger percent 
profits being used for investment purposes, This 
decrease may also partially reflect decrease State 
terprise profits, despite greater production and 
amortization original investments, due lower 
sumer goods prices and raises salaries under the 
Course. The increase investment funds substantiated 
the budgets. During 1953 the Latvian Socialist 
prises were scheduled contribute additional 311 
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lion rubles the budgetary funds earmarked for “financing 
the national economy.” 1954 this sum advanced 
495.6 million. Similarly Lithuania, the funds provided 
the components the Socialist sector for “financing 
the national economy” increased from 301.4 million rubles 
these funds being utilized for financing the New 
Course program, may seen comparing the funds 
allocated mass consumer goods production for this year 
with last. 1953, these amounted 78.5 million rubles, 
five percent total State expenditures; the 1954 budget 
this figure 119.2 million, 7.2 percent the 
tota.. 

expenditures are also being substantially 
Estonia and Latvia, although Lithuania 
the planned 1954 agricultural less than 
1955. may assumed that additional funds for financ- 
ing agricultural production this country will provided 
extra-budgetary sources. should noted that 
179.3 million rubles provided from such 
additional sources, probably government loans, appropria- 
tions, and funds from the resources the MTS, sovkhozes 
and kolkhozes. 


Caption: “Are you moving?” 


“No! All did was buy door knob; but with also had 
buy the door itself, well rag, broom, door-bell, 
lock, and number other items.” 


Rahva Haal (Tallinn), August 28, 1953. 


Estonian Budget’ 


1951 1952 


Actual 
Value 


1,178.2 


Plan 
Value 


1,087.6 100.0 


State Income 


Socialist Sector 
Turnover Tax 267.5 24.6 
Revenue from State Enterprises 307.9 28.3 
irect State Taxes 97.9 9.0 


303.6 27.9 
Agricultural Tax 55.9 


1,106.5 100.0 1,059.3 
inancing the National Economy 370.3 


Agriculture 138.3 
Industry 91.4 
Transport and Communica- 

tions 29.3 
Housing 56.7 
cial and Cultural Services 574.0 
tate Administration 97.0 8.8 97.0 
ther Expenditures 18.1 
ocal Budgetary Expenditures?.. 425.38 


tate Expenditures 


Radio Tallinn—April 1952, June 1954; Rahva 
August 1953, August 11, 1953, August 21, 1953, June 
954, June 1954. Value millions rubles. Figures are not 
add. 


*This tax levied the private plots kolkhoz members. 
nly certain percent the total (25 percent) allocated 
the Republican budget under the Direct Tax category. 


additional 372.6 million rubles provided from the 
the economic organizations. 


Value 


1,115.7 


1,083.3 


1953 
Plan 


1954 


Plan 
Value 


1,180.2 
814.0 


Actual Actual 


Value Value 
1,115.8 100.0 100.0 


493.0 
320.9 
110.7 9.9 101.0 9.1 37.5 
36.0 18.7 


1,179.2 


448.78 


210.45 
139.4 
75.5 6.9 137.06 


100.0 


4.7 
61.9 5.6 
76.6 7.0 
54.0 
107.9 9.8 
2.0 
468.9 42.4 


This category distributed among the various economic sectors 
such agriculture, industry, etc. 

additional 115.3 million rubles provided from the 
resources the economic organizations. 

herein 76.6 million rubles for the expansion 
enterprises producing foodstuffs and consumer goods. 

category included within the various other categories 
such financing the national economy, social and cultural serv- 
ices, etc. 

This the sum planned for 1951. 
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Although the annual appropriations for “financing 
the national economy” are always over-spent, those for so- 
cial and cultural services are generally under-spent. 
the first case, many industries incur greater production 
costs than planned, thus requiring additional appropria- 
tions. Social and cultural expenditures have far gen- 
erally remained underfulfilled because equipment and ma- 
terial for this sector (such construction material for 
private housing and community centers) has the past 
received lowest priority ratings, and not all the planned 
projects were completed. Further, economies the social 
and cultural services enabled the regime balance the. 
budget. 

There now concerted move reduce State ad- 
ministrative expenditures. However, this 
failed both Estonia and Latvia, although some success 
has been achieved Lithuania. This gain relatively 
view the fact that the percentage budgetary 
expenditures devoted administration Lithuania still 


considerably larger than that for Latvia Estonia—12.1 
percent 1953 against 9.7 percent. 


Patterns and Conclusions 


Industrial production the Baltic States has made great 
strides since World War II, but the people’s standard 
living has not benefitted from it. general, the Baits 
today live almost pitifully low level that 

the people the Soviet Union. This chie 
because, most instances, the new industries are 
Union industries whose profits not accrue the 
people. The USSR therefore exploiting the region 
using its skilled labor force and natural resources 
crease overall Soviet production. 

Agriculture, before the war the economic mainstay 
these countries, has been seriously crippled the Com- 
munists: the present level production the region 
below that the prewar free Baltic States. 


Latvian Budget’ 


1951 1952 1953 1954 
Actual Plan Actual Plan Actual Plan 
1,509.1 100.0 1,448.9 100.0 1,486.4 100.0 1,540.8 100.0 1,574.5 100.0 1,654.3 100.0 
Supplied Socialist Sector..... 45.3 644.4 44.5 70.7 1,039.4 66.0 1,224.2 74.0 
Revenue from State Enterprises 427.0 28.3 42.0 716.0 46.5 41.2 
Revenue from Other Enter- 

State Expenditures ............ 100.0 1,406.0 100.0 1,455.1 100.0 1,534.0 100.0 1,556.7 100.0 1,645.6 100.0 
Financing the National Economy 433.5 30.3 401.0 27.6 424.43 27.7 451.0 29.0 30.6 

Transport and Communica- 

State Administration .......... 138.4 9.7 144.2 9.9 151.2 9.7 132.2 8.0 
Other Expenditures ........... 7.4 0.5 22.2 1.6 36.9 2.5 21.9 1.4 24.4 1.5 


48.5 


Sources: 11, 1951, April 11, 1952, April 12, 1952, 
August 19, 1953, August 20, 1953, May 28, 1954, May 29, 1954; 
Sovetskaya Latvia—March 18, 1951, April 11, 1952; Radio Riga, 
August 11, 1953. Value millions rubles. Figures are not 
forced add. 

This item was first included the Republic budgets 1953. 
However, wasn’t until 1954 that appeared the Latvian 
budget. 

additional 311 million rubles provided from the 
resources the economic organizations. 

additional 495.6 million rubles provided from the 
resources the economic organizations. 

This category distributed within the various economic sec- 
tors such agriculture, industry, etc. 


additional 100.4 million rubles provided from 
resources the economic organizations. 


additional 251.4 million rubles provided from 
resources the economic organizations. 


These figures are for financing the production mass 
sumer goods. 


This sum was reported percent over that for 
exact figure was given though. 


This category included within the various other 
such financing the national economy, social and cultural ser 
ices, etc. 


This the sum planned for 1951. 
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2.1 Lithuanian Budget’ 


1951 


1952 1953 1954 


Actual Plan Actual Plan Actual Plan 
State Income 100.0 1,482.8 100.0 1,511.6 100.0 1,740.8 100.0 
9 
Revenue from Other Enter- 
Direct State Taxes............. 178.0 11.0 121.6 8.6 116.7 153.2 
State Loan 106.0 6.6 122.9 8.3 120.0 8.1 45.7 3.0 
State Expenditures ............ 1,490.8 100.0 1,476.2 100.0 1,511.6 100.0 100.0 1,740.8 100.0 
Financing the National Economy 529.0 29.4 449.0 30.4 416.6 34.4 
Transport and Communica- 
Social and Cultural 49.2 807.4 549 797.0 54.0 870.1 576 8616 
State Administration .......... 198.0 204.3 13.9 203.0 13.8 195.6 12.9 184.1 10.6 
Other Expenditures .......... 28.8 1.9 1.8 27.2 1.8 29.3 1.9 34.7 2.2 17.7 1.0 
Tiesa—April 1952, August 22, 1953, May 28, additional million rubles provided from the re- 
Radio Vilnius, May 28, 1954. Value millions rubles. sources the economic organizations. 
100.0 are not forced add. additional 102.7 million rubles provided from the 
The Finance Minister reported (Tiesa, August that resources the organizations. 
74.0 figure was million rubles more than planned; however, total 342.2 million rubles, including those funds pro- 
actually million rubles under the planned goal (Tiesa, April vided the economic organizations, was earmarked for invest- 
41.2 ment purposes. What percent these funds derived from 
item was first included the Republic budgets 1953. the budgetary allocation not stated. 
11.7 prior 1953, was included under other categories. total sum for financing agriculture was 342.2 million 
8.3 tax levied the private plots kolkhoz members. rubles, including the budgetary allocation. 
certain percent the total (25 percent) allocated The total sum for financing industry was 436 million rubles 
the Republican budget under the Direct Tax category. the budgetary allocation for financing mass consumer goods 
5An additional 301.4 million rubles were provided from the 
100.0 the economic organizations The Finance Minister reported this figure was “13 million 
rubles less than 1952.” Actually, was 15.6 million rubles less. 
30.6 additional 453.2 million rubles provided from the This category included within the various other categories, 
the economic organizations. such financing the national economy, social and cultural serv- 
12.2 category distributed among the various economic sec- ices, etc. 
4,1 such agriculture, industry, etc. This the sum planned for 1951. 
59.7 
8.0 
Immutable Law Property 
Hungarian Communist Party official was trying persuade independent 
farmer join collective. “All this land around you was yours, yours, and will 
from remain yours,” said. this the farmer replied: “If you cut off your nose and 
put your pocket, you can still say was yours, yours, and always will 
for 
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Radio Free Europe 


Tonight, the countries behind the Iron Curtain, men, women and children will gather around radios tuned the 
voices their countrymen the West, bringing them the news the free world, the knowledge that they are not forgotten, 
and the hope their future liberation. Radio Free Europe, operating home service from abroad, broadcasts over 
work transmitters Czechoslovakia, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Romania, competing directly with all Satellite 


Communist stations. 


This the Voice Free Czechoslovakia 


The Possibilities Coexistence 


When, certain community Bohemia, the pam- 
phlets with the Ten Demands the People’s Opposition 
landed, the people are reported have heaved sigh, say- 
ing: why didn’t they send arms too? This matter should 
quite clear: shall not send any arms the present 
situation. have said time and again that the decisive 
moment will come when the in- 
ternal and the external situations 
converge; our people are take 
arms only other nations 
should take them up. organize 
any uprising before that moment 
would mean less than 
the Communists favor: 
would give their police time 
discover and destroy the elite 
the opposition and democracy. 
Revolution against dictatorship 
grave and dangerous matter 
and nobody should arise prema- 
turely—we, exiles, included. have right visit 
futile suffering upon anybody, nor squander precious 
forces. 

Just now, the Communists spread new 
coexistence. This time the Communists deigned apprise 
the anxious worid that, their opinion, Communism and 
capitalism are perfectly capable living next each other 
peace and quiet; other words, each should keep what 
already has and let the other be. Three hundred years 
ago, two disputing halves Europe concluded the so- 
called Treaty Westphalia with each other, based the 
principle cuius regio, eius religio, or, that one had adopt 
the religion one’s ruler. What the Communists now pro- 
pose some kind Treaty Westphalia, and yet not 


Lisbon 


quite. The Treaty Westphalia was genuine. The 
istence proposed the Communists means nothing beyond 
continuation the permanent war different means. 
Another name for this coexistence is—anesthesia. far, 
the Communists have not abandoned their attempts lull 
the vigilance the free world. They still act the prin- 
ciple that one negligent and heedless nation the free 
world would worth much fifty Russian divisions 
them. 

Prague, the government 
still doggedly raising the enorm- 
ous Stalin statue; but 
Russia proper, 
swing away from Stalin has set in. 
the opinion the new 
sian government, Stalin’s crude- 
ness alarmed the democratic na- 
tions and welded them closer to- 
gether—therefore, let’s try 
tactic, let’s try coexistence for 
change. The ultimate goal 
mains the same, but where 
tried enter the front door 
Malenkov plans enter the rear window. There 
some people left the free world who have yet dis 
cover this true portent coexistence. The present 
tion such that some people the West would like 
consider the possibility the Communists 
about coexistence. know this attitude elicits sneer 
our people. Yet must just. History works slowly, 
does not balance the accounts the end each week, 
errors tend recur. How many people our country, 
the period following 1945, believed the feasibility 
existence with Communism—and how many regret now 
When medical students start the study anatomy, the 
tendant brings skeleton the room. Thus, every 
coexistence spoken of, the skeleton Czechoslovak fre 
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dom ought exhibited, the most telling example 
the futility coexistence with Communism. are quite 
capable explaining the world that the first step 
the introduction the Soviet system our land was the 
solemn and repeated avowals Communist leaders that 
would mistake want enforce the Soviet sys- 
other countries.” 


But since the Communists promise coexistence, here 
for everyone apply for it. The peoples 
the Iron Curtain have every reason demand co- 
from their governments. Coexistence and re- 
consumption white sand. know that the 
concentration and labor camps the government has the 
adjoining the fences strewn with white sand, order 
show shadows night, enabling the guards take 
aim. This what the concentration camp Vojna 
Pribram like: five-ply wire fence surrounds the 
night strong lamp glows every five meters 
and the watch towers are one hundred and twenty meters 
apart. Whatever this may be, not the likeness co- 
existence; and who cannot effect coexistence his own 
country not fit roam the world proclaiming it, 
who beats his wife not fit teach good manners. 


away with the white sand behind five-ply barbed wire! 
Coexistence cannot inaugurated better than the aboli- 
tion the concentration and the labor camp. Peaceful 
coexistence possible only among nations which resemble 
each other least some respects. Lasting coexistence 
impossible between nations that use white sand line 
garden paths and nations that strew spaces behind 
barbed wire. 


Even the slogan itself aggressive: “coexistence with 
capitalism.” The West not populated exclusively with 
“capitalists.” Not coexistence with capitalism alone 
stake, but coexistence with democracy, with Christianity, 
with humanitarianism. Before they put into effect coex- 
istence with capitalism, the Communists should carry out 
coexistence their own countries with the free trade 
unions they have suppressed; and before they concede the 
capitalists right profits they should grant the workers 
the right the eight-hour working day. far the Com- 
munist government Czechoslovakia unable coexist 
with one single democrat, with one single democratic 
socialist, with one single free thinker, with one single 
writer who longs write according his inspiration. The 
Communists not even know how coexist with their own 
Ministers and the members the executive committee 
the Party, which may seen the fact that they have 
hanged several them, such Clementis and Slansky. 
They are unable coexist even with their own newspaper, 
Rude Pravo, the central organ the Communist Party. 
the libraries, the issues past years, those printed be- 
fore the Communist putsch, are kept under lock and key 
himself hardly capable making peace with others. 


two people have adjoining yards and one them 
builds high wall between them order obstruct the 
other’s view, sensible man can say him that de- 


cided upon coexistence with his neighbor. The Iron Cur- 
tain the inherent attribute non-coexistence; and any 
coexistence can inaugurated only the demolition 
iron curtains, the free exchange information, 
and cultural values, better mutual knowledge 
among nations. The Iron Curtain hothouse which 
untruth raised comfort, hotbed intrigue and 
factory producing hatred. When therefore the Commu- 
nists speak coexistence, the free nations must first look 
what going behind the Iron Curtain, and also ob- 
serve whether not being demolished. indeed 
stands firmly ever, then all talk coexistence futile. 
Meantime—demand your government precisely what 
offers others: coexistence. 


This the Voice Free Bulgaria... 


Calling Communists: Collective Leadership 


answering the question how the dismissal Cher- 
venkov from the post Secretary-General the [Bul- 
Communist Party came about and what means, 
examined previous talks related changes other 
countries, and arrived the conclusion that all these 
changes have been ordered Moscow because the in- 
ternal shakiness successors and their fears al- 
lowing one single, all-powerful person stand the head 
countries dominated them. brief, the dismissal 
Chervenkov real, actual means depriving him per- 
sonal power, because longer entirely trusted the 
Moscow ruling clique. also said that this change cannot 
have special significance for our country: depriving sub- 
missive tyrant some his functions only means that an- 
other, other, Moscow stooges will instead exercise these 
functions, while the basic line and ultimate aim remain the 
same. 

The change the top echelon closely connected with 
the promulgation the so-called principle collective 
leadership which, according the Communist interpreta- 
tion, means much more than making joint decisions and 
demanding collective responsibility their implementation. 
actually means new relationship with the masses and 
endeavors arouse the creative initiative the Party 
cadres and mass organizations. 

the application this principle has been going 
for more than year, possible trace its effects 
various countries. So, for example, the Hungarian Com- 
munist Party organ Szabad Nep October complains 
that Hungarian Party cadres “fail support the new policy 
the regime.” The paper disclosed that agriculture was 
developing more slowly than had been envisaged the 
New Course; that industry was falling behind its goals, 
and that would impossible for Hungary continue 
live her reserves. The decision broaden the visible 
base Soviet domination Hungary was taken the 
Third Congress the Hungarian Communist Party last 
Spring. The plan establish national front public 
assemblies, held October and 24. But has 
long been apparent that the national front, like other fea- 
tures Moscow’s New Course, has not been enthusiasti- 
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cally received Communist Party members Hungary. 

have already explained, establishing closer contact 
with the masses the main goal the collective leader- 
ship principle. long ago June 28, 1953, the Romanian 
Communist organ Scinteia put it: 

“The leader must not only teach the masses, but also 
learn from the masses; must know how renounce his 
personal vanity and subject his will the will the col- 

The press attacks against the “cult personality” and 
the changes the organization the top leadership were 
aimed psychologically preparing the Party cadres for 
what was follow. Just the past forced industrializa- 
tion, compulsory collectivization and calculated disregard 
the people’s welfare required the authority dictator 
the head cowed, but inhuman, Party machinery, 
the new situation called for Party organism that, from 
the very top the lowest levels, should maintain close con- 
tact with the The pledges increase consumer 
goods, the superficial amnesties, the comparative breather 
given private farming, all required parallel political re- 
alignment. The people had given channels for ex- 
pressing some their desires and the assurance that their 
voice would heard sometime. Chervenkov’s new bureau 
for complaints the new “democratic” institution which, 
judging the prominence given the press, supposed 
play this pseudo-democratic role. Other measures for 
getting closer the people were mostly economic, such 
the price reduction April and the loans for construction 
private housing. Whether these measures are real and 
whether they will lead you embrace wholeheartedly the 
new government line question you alone can decide, be- 
cause you are there, the spot, and know better than 
the actual situation. 

The whole government policy built upon the coopera- 
tion required from you—the middle and lower Party func- 
tionaries. New obligations and new responsibilities are de- 
manded from you. You are play the role mediators 
between the Party bosses and the people’s masses. You are 
cajole the people and make promises you are not 
position these promises are not fulfilled, 
you and one else will the unenviable position 
having answer the persons whom you have deceived. 
And these people are not vague, fictitious “mass,” but 
your neighbors, fellow-citizens and fellow-villagers whom 
you meet every day. 

What will your course? Will you prefer deceive 
your fellow-citizens, who are going hold you personally 
responsible, will you tell them the truth, which you know 
better than they? This the dilemma which you will have 
resolve, for your own sake, today and not tomorrow. 


This the Voice Free Poland... 


Polish-Soviet Friendship—A Few Questions 


(This script was broadcast the beginning Polish- 
Soviet Friendship Month, September 12-October 12.) 

Recently, have been reading the regime press, and 
hearing over the regime radio, great deal about “spon- 


taneous demonstrations” Polish-Soviet friendship. Since 
this Friendship Month has already been proclaimed, 
must reconcile ourselves Soviet book fairs, Soviet archi- 
tectural exhibitions, Soviet film festivals and concerts 
Soviet music being held all government, Party and social 
ievels,.in factories, production cooperatives, schools and 
universities Poland. There place Poland where 
liaison teams and committees from the TPPR Polish-Soviet 
Friendship Society] will not penetrate spread and 
“deepen” this “friendship.” 

Real friendship between both men and nations re- 
ciprocal and equal feeling derived from mutual under- 
standing. so, and since have heard for 
years about the disinterested and unprecedented friendship 
the Soviet Union, would seem that nothing could 
simpler than find evidence this mutual friendship 
Soviet Russia, especially during month “deepening” 
that friendship. 


The regime press reports that, according latest figures, 
the Polish-Soviet Friendship Society has seven million mem- 
bers Poland. These Societies are organized all over the 
country, villages, factories, schools and government offices. 
Seven million imposing figure; over percent 
the total population Poland. would like ask, there- 
fore, whether there the Soviet Union society 
Soviet-Polish friendship that could boast equally great 
dimensions? Since every fourth Pole must belong the 
TPPR, then least million Soviet citizens should 
active the Soviet-Polish Friendship Society. The Soviet 
press silent this subject, not quite know why, 
but are confidently waiting find out. All know 
about this comes from brief announcement the re- 
gime radio that 5-member delegation the All-Union 
Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries has 
arrived Poland from Moscow take part the Friend- 
ship Month. Five persons one side, and million the 
other. 


These two figures should duly registered our minds. 
Poland, Premier Comrade Cyrankiewicz chairman 
the TPPR’s Supreme Council. sure that Premier 
Comrade Malenkov, who, not through friendship then 
least courtesy, should preside over the Soviet-Polish 
Friendship the Soviet Union, will take this opportunity 
tell how many million Soviet members this society 

the meantime, learn from the regime press that 
during the school year 1953-54, about 130,000 workers, 
peasants and working intelligentsia were enrolled Rus- 
sian language courses Poland. This figure does not in- 
clude school and university students who must take Russian 
required subject. assume therefore that over 
million Russians, Uzbeks, Tadzhiks, Kasakhs and other 


citizens the USSR are studying the Polish langauge 


courses organized the Soviet-Polish Friendship Society. 


How many courses are there and how many students attend 


them? the Polish language compulsory Soviet schools 
and so, since when? And one more question while 
are the subject schools. Polish high schools, ancient, 
medieval and modern history taught from Russian text- 
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books translated into Polish. think that least during 
the month “deepening” the friendship could learn 
how many Soviet textbooks are Polish? 
Recently, token friendship, Russia has offered 
“History Poland” written Soviet historians. 
most precious gift, which should immediately match. 
Professor Paszkiewicz, eminent Polish historian now 
living the West, wrote excellent book Russian 
history. Will reach the Soviet book market? how 
many copies will published Moscow? 


would not say that are impatient for the answer 
these questions. But think that the name reci- 
procity have the right expect one. Talks, lectures 
and exhibitions Soviet life are being held all 
Polish schools, offices and factories. Everywhere—accord- 
ing the regime papers—the Polish public can get ac- 
with the unparalleled achievements Soviet 
science and culture. the name mutual friendship, 
delegation the TPPR leaves for Russia establish 
closer friendship. And what does do? Does tell the 
Soviet people about Polish achievements, Polish science and 
culture? According Radio Warsaw, the delegation 
visited Moscow and Leningrad, learn about life the 
Soviet nation, “get acquainted with the work Soviet 
industrial plants, kolkhozes and cultural institutions.” One 
the Warsaw officials the TPPR exclaimed with pride: 
“It the duty every Polish patriot learn about and 
take advantage the ingenious, unequalled Soviet ex- 
amples and experiences.” 


heard the same declaration made dozen years ago 
Nurenberg when another official, wearing brown 
shirt, announced thousands Germans herded together 
“Even your dreams should belong the Fuhrer!” 


And this the reply our questions about Polish-Soviet 
friendship. 


This the Voice Free Poland... 


Long Step Forward 


Last week two international bodies were session 
New York: the General Assembly and the Assembly 
Captive European Nations. And during those few days 
major change took place the United Nations. While 
the past, the exiles from Poland other captive coun- 
tries had struggle make themselves heard this 
that delegation the United Nations, today there are in- 


stances delegations seeking contacts with the new 
exile organization. 


How can this change accounted for? The answer— 
according one the West European delegates—lies 
partly the effect numbers. Previously the exile repre- 
sentatives Estonia with its two million population, Bul- 
garia with population eight million, and even Poland 
with population million, were treated the 
lobbies like poor relations for whom one could feel pity. 


Now that the emigre groups from the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries have joined hands, the position quite different. Now 
the representatives the captive countries, although they 
have official titles, represent the free voice almost 
100 million people, voice which does not plead and beg, 
but asks for the restoration freedom and independence 
their countries the name political and moral prin- 
ciples which are recognized the free world. 

When the emigre groups were scattered and their activi- 
ties uncoordinated, they had fight for the right speak. 
Today this new emigre organization becoming object 
international and respect. After the first press 
conference held the new organization the Carnegie 
Endowment Fund building, prominent American pointed 
out the significant aspect the Central-East European 
problem: 

The Iron Curtain nations, said, are area which 
key importance world peace. realize how im- 
portant this area is, consider the changes that will shortly 
take place Europe under inevitable demographic proc- 
esses. Today the total population the captive European 
countries amounts 100 million while the joint population 
France and Germany 113 million. According official 
and unofficial estimates, 1965 this ratio will re- 
versed: the joint population France and Germany will 
100 million most, while the population the captive 
countries will rise 125 million. 

course the question demographic strength not 
the only even the most important one. The gist the 
matter lies the question the future political, economic 
and cultural organization Europe. Today all people 
the West believe that the only road before the captive 
European countries, the only solution which would bring 
about permanent and just peace and eliminate all forms 
oppression and dictatorship, Europe’s real and full 
unification the basis national independence within the 
framework European Federation. 

important step this direction has been made the 
emigre groups representing the captive nations the 
United States when, putting aside the problems that divide 
them, they decided undertake joint political action. 
Their unification did not take place over night. There were 
many obstacles overcome during the negotiations which 
preceded this act unification. But political wisdom, the 
realization that unity will lead much greater efficacy, 
ultimately triumphed. 

For American opinion the acts the united exile repre- 
sentatives are particularly significant. They are the best 
answer the prejudice that Central Europe strong- 
hold chauvinism. Poland, with her glorious tradition 
the Horodlo and Lublin Unions, well other 
Central European countries, the idea Europe’s unifica- 
tion has had many staunch supporters for long time. The 
tragic lessons the Nazi and Communist dictatorships 
have strengthened this support. And that why the emigre 
representatives, joining their forces the struggle 
against Communist totalitarianism, were never more cer- 
tain that they are acting accordance with the will 
their nations, that they really represent the free voice 
Poland and the other Iron Curtain countries. 
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Current 
Developments 


Hungary 


Hungary, where the New Course has gone farthest, now 
further serious economic difficulties, and there are indica- 
tions basic differences within the Party over the prob- 
lem. There have been many reports that the expanded 
New Course goals for agriculture and consumer goods in- 
dustries have not been reached, and that the same time 
heavy industry has suffered badly from New Course dis- 
locations (see NBIC, September 1954, pp. 42-51; also pp. 
4-8 for intra-Party tensions. thorough analysis the 
Hungarian New Course balance sheet will appear next 
month’s issue) 

First recent reference the economic crisis was made 
Deputy Premier Antal Apro, reported Szabad Nep 
(Budapest), September 22: 


everybody must understand that the standard 
living cannot raised from stocks alone productiv- 
ity has failed rise even one percent. There was 
hardly any fall production costs [in the first six months 
this year], which have even increased many places. 
There was improvement quality, either.” 


Premier Nagy gave the specific sources the diffi- 
culties Szabad Nep editorial October 19: “Where 
the trouble found? Exactly the fact that the 
goals the June resolution [on the New Course] have not 
systematically materialized; have not thoroughly liqui- 
dated the old, wrong economic policy and have also 
failed materialize systematically the new ones.” 

The meeting the Central Committee the Party, 
which took place October 1-3, heard speeches from many 
the regime leaders. The large number officials who 
have lately commented the situation included Nagy, 
Apro, Planning Bureau Chairman Bela Szalai, First Secre- 
tary the Budapest Party Committee Istvan Kovacs, First 
Deputy Chairman the Council Ministers Erno Gero, 
and Politburo member Mihaly Farkas. Speeches made 
the Central Committee meetings were not released the 
press until after October 10. October 12, Radio Buda- 
pest quoted Szalai’s speech: 


“The development agriculture has been slower than 
planned industry has not been satisfying the require- 


Caption: “What are you doing, Popescule, punching Inoescu’s card 
well your own?”— 
“That’s all right. for tomorrow.” 


Urzica (Bucharest), July 31, 1954 


ments the new the production consumer 
goods has been increasing excessively slow 
the trend the sphere productivity and production 
costs developing intolerable manner; industry 
the value material and wages used the first half 
the year exceeded the plan one billion forints. The 
struggle for the realization the aims the new era has 
been inadequate.” 


Referring Party resistance and inefficiency carrying 
out New Course economic measures, Szalai said: 


“The Party must fight with increased vigor against 
every wavering and resistance which hampers the execu- 
tion the new era’s policy. The Central Committee 
should authorize the Political Committee carry out 
cadre regroupings the economic organization this end 
and take organizational measures against those who are 
unable carry out the policy the new era.” 


recent example these “organizational measures” was 
the abolition the Ministry Heavy Industry, and the 
establishment Ministry Coal Mining and 
Chemical Industry and Electricity its place, an- 
nounced Radio Budapest, October number high 
officials the dissolved Ministry and the Ministry 
Metallurgy and Machine Industry were relieved their 
posts, although the former Minister Heavy Industry, 
Istvan Hidvas, was appointed Minister Chemical Indus- 
tries and Electricity, and the former Minister Metallurgy 
and Machine Industry, Mihaly Zsofinyecz, was made direc- 
tor the important Matyas Rakosi Works. 

There will very probably more such “cadre regroup- 
ings” the future, line with Farkas’ remark the Oc- 
tober Szabad Nep that “Those persons high the 
leadership who fail stand their own ground will re- 
placed.” Nevertheless, there indication yet 
full-scale purge. 

The problem intra-Party recalcitrance the New 
Course not new. Kovacs said, (Szabad Nep, October 
14), “As early October 1953 the Central Committee de- 
clared that certain economic leaders and organizations re- 
sist the policies the New Course. Now, year later, the 
Central Committee has acknowledge that this resistance 
increased.” 
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Such differences are not confined economic matters, 
but extend over the whole area New Course changes. 
Particularly resisted some elements the Party the 
planned increase the importance the Patriotic Peo- 
ple’s Front. Szabad Nep editorial October said: 


“There one serious obstacle the way this grea 
national movement [the Patriotic People’s left- 
wing narrow-mindedness, factionalism. This still char- 
acterizes the work many Party functionary and many 
Party branch. This attitude the greatest danger facing 
the movement today. Some Party officials and mem- 
bers who recent years have become unused working 
among the masses are worrying about the possibility 
the majority PPF committee members being non-Party 
members. 


Nevertheless, despite severe difficulties brought 

the New Course, the regime intends press ahead with its 

application. resolution the Central Committee, re- 
ported Szabad Nep. October 22, stated firmly that: 


“The only correct and possible path building socialism 
our country the policy the New Course. All organs 
the Party well every single Party member must 
carry out this policy systematically and resolutely.” 


Labor Dislocation 


Council Ministers’ decree providing that workers 
“dismissed the course rationalization” given double 
severance pay was announced Radio Budapest Oc- 
tober 18. The ruling retroactive July 

This one the latest indications difficulties being 
encountered the regime result its drive reduce 
drastically the number workers employed administra- 
and bureaucratic functions order release man- 
power for agriculture and consumer industries. Sep- 
tember Deputy Premier Antal Apro said: 


the development, more rapid pace, indus- 
trial branches providing for the needs agriculture and 
consumer requirements being secured through reduction 
and villages mention daily that they consider unwar- 
ranted and unnecessary the large administrative apparatus 
which, owing excessive centralization, has developed 
our economic life and State administration. can 
noted that every sphere the staff the State adminis- 
tration substantially larger than actually required. The 
manpower released must diverted other fields eco- 
nomic life. Consequently, rationalization amounts 
certain reduction staff the State apparatus and 
enterprises. Industry and agriculture today need about 
100,000 new workers. must see that the regroup- 
ing manpower carried out with the utmost speed.” 
Nep September 22.) 


speech the same topic, carried over Radio Buda- 
pest, September 21, Politburo member Mihaly Farkas made 
the startling admission that, “While the second quarter 
1953 there were 33.8 nonproducers every 100 manual 
workers, the second quarter 1954 there were 35.9 non- 
producers. Between 1949 and 1953 the number 


derical and staff workers and civil servants [in the State 


administration] has doubled. The number clerical em- 
ployees has increased faster than that workers.” 

Additional indication the intention reduce bureau- 
cratic forces was the announcement, Szabad Nep, Au- 
gust 20, that the expenses for State administration will 
reduced 230 million forints. 

The bloated administrative apparatus enterprises was 
discussed the September issue Magyar Nemzet 
(Budapest) 


“We produce expensively. Production cost high 
the bureaucracy increased. Therefore the National Per- 
sonnel Committee was established order determine 
the correct strength manpower and watch that 
should observed. However, these measures did not 
fulfill our hopes the number technical personnel 
for every one thousand workers increased 24.5 percent 
between 1949 and 1953, that administrative personnel 
percent.” 


The article went complain that ministries con- 
tributed the situation issuing, and day out, 
orders which prescribed mass bookkeeping, planning, 
statistical and registering work.” This paper work made 
necessary for enterprises violate personnel regulations 
and conceal administrative and technical personnel 
classifying them simple workers. When the Central 
Statistical Office investigated personnel allocations enter- 
prises, “The records the inspected enterprises were all 
incorrect, without any exception! addition every 
hundred legally employed administrative technical work- 
ers, six seven ‘hidden men’ were found.” 

Persons released through rationalization, however, are 
not going into agriculture the consumer industries with 
the speed planned for the regime. Therefore the urban 
areas, seat heavy industry and State administration, are 
suffering from the problem unemployment, indi- 
cated the need for doubled severance payments. 
combat this, Manpower Directing Offices, employment 
agencies, were established, them Budapest, accord- 
ing Radio Budapest announcement September 11. 

Other regime moves speed the absorption un- 
employed personnel were the licensing 45,000 independ- 
ent craftsmen, announced impending Radio Budapest 
August and the increase pension payments, re- 
ported this section, which will presumably result job 
vacancies older workers can more easily retire. 

addition, the regime plans increase the labor force 
available for agriculture and reduce the number men 
trained for administrative work making education more 
expensive. The September Szabad Nep stated that 
allotments for students high schools and academies 
and fees for student homes will have raised. 
examination fee will introduced for the workers’ sec- 
ondary schools. The number scholarships will have 
reduced.” Similar measures have been announced for the 
universities. The need for economy was given the ex- 
cuse for these measures, but the September Magyar Nem- 
zet explained that “the exaggerated pace industrial in- 
vestments resulted also the exaggerated development 
public education. cannot spend money for the 
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training people whose abilities cannot later use 
the full measure result the slowing down the pace 
investments.” The same article reported that the govern- 
ment has decided organize special courses which will 
train undergraduates for manual work construction in- 
dustries, mining and MTS. 


Pension Raise 


government decree, announced Radio Budapest 
September 19, has raised old-age pensions for all workers. 
This the second such raise since the New Course, the 
previous one March this year having provided for 
percent increase. 

The new pension schedule, effective October estab- 
lishes percent the worker’s last salary, plus one per- 
cent for every year worked since 1945. Workers become 
eligible for the pension after ten years, and the retirement 
age for women, for men (the previous pensionable 
ages were and 65). Those who continue work after 
pension age will not receive the payments, except for work- 
ers particularly arduous industries, such mining, glass- 
blowing, etc. Disability benefits are also higher under the 
new scheme, and pensions widows and orphans are 
raised percent. 

pay for these increases, the worker’s contribution 
the pension fund, previously one percent his salary, will 
raised three percent. 


New 


September 22, Radio Budapest announcement 
launched drive for subscription 1,100,000,000 forint 
“Fifth Peace Loan.” The loan bonds will pay average 
four percent interest annually over period twenty 
years. addition, there will two annual lottery draw- 
ings for bondholders during that period, each awarding 
8,750 prizes the amount 1,108,000 forints. 

October the Minister Finance announced that 
the loan had been over-subscribed the amount 
634,300 forints. According the broadcast 
over Radio Budapest, “the people subscribed with great 
enthusiasm.” These “Peace Loan” drives have occurred 
annually since 1950, when the expected individual purchase 
was equivalent one month’s wages. 1953 the sum 
was reduced two weeks’ wages, and this year ap- 
proximately three weeks’ wages. Although the extremely 
intensive press stressed that the loans were vol- 
untary, general practice, workers are forced subscribe. 

editorial Szabad Nep (Budapest), September 23, 
said that “Every forint the new loan will used the 
State speed the development light industries and 
food processing, and agriculture, that the population 
will also receive the loan back the form more and 
cheaper goods and food products.” 


Romania 


September 25, broadcasts from both Moscow and 
Bucharest announced the dissolution twelve the joint 
Soviet-Romanian companies known Sovroms, which 


will henceforth under Romanian control. The com- 
panies dissolved were (coal), 
Sovromtransport, Sovrom-utilaj-petrolifer (oilfield equip- 
ment), Sovromnaval, Sovromtractor, Sovromchim (chemi- 
cals), Sovromgaz (natural gas), (timber), 
Sovromconstructia (construction), (banking) 
and (civil aviation). Omitted from the list was the 
most important one, Sovrompetrol, which controls Ro- 
mania’s extensive oil production, and 


(quartz), the company which operates uranium mines 
south-eastern Romania, about which little known. The 
dissolution agreements were signed Moscow March 
eign Trade the USSR, and Miron Constantinescu, newly- 


appointed Vice-President the Romanian Council 


Ministers. 


The Sovroms were effective means for Soviet con- 
trol the Romanian economy. Their dissolution indicates 


that the USSR now prepared grant Romania some- 


what greater degree economic autonomy. However, the 


agreements provide for long-term payments the Soviet 


Union for its share the companies, and these debts will 
enable the USSR continue its exploitation the country. 
specific information amounts terms payment 


has been announced. 


The Romanian press and radio hailed the 


new and important result the brotherly and 
unshakable friendship between the Romanian people and 
the great Soviet people.” (Radio Bucharest, September 
28.) propaganda effect Romania and world 
opinion was doubtless major purpose the dissolutions. 
However, least two the companies are little value. 
the basis regime reports, appears that 
has thoroughly exploited Romanian forests that cuttings 


have run many years ahead schedule, while the Sovrom- 


chim has important facilities, its projected main plant 
Ucea never having been completed because lack 
equipment. 


Luca Trial 


Vasile Luca, former Secretary the Central Committee 
the Romanian Workers (Communist) Party and Min- 
ister Finance, together with three his former sub- 
ordinates, went trial Bucharest before the Military 
Court the Supreme Court October according 
October Radio Bucharest report. The trial, which ended 
October resulted the conviction the four men, all 
whom pleaded guilty “undermining the national econ- 
omy.” received death sentence, which was later 
commuted hard labor for life the Presidium the 
Grand National Assembly. 

the other defendants, Iacob Alexandru, former 
Deputy Finance Minister, was sentenced twenty 
hard labor, Ivan Solymos, former Deputy Chairman 
the Central Cooperative, fifteen years hard labor, and 
Dumitru Cernicica, former Comptroller the Budget 


also Deputy Chairman the Central Cooperative, 


years “correctional imprisonment.” 
Luca had been associate Ana Pauker and Teohar 


I 
1 


Georgescu, all whom were removed from their leading 


positions the purge March 1952. One the charges 
brought against Luca was that had associated with the 
Marcel Pauker, former husband Ana, 
1929-30. Among the other charges was that having taken 
part “in bloody massacres workers and peasants” during 
1918-19, and having acted against the Communists for 
Ro- many years paid police agent and agent provocateur. 
Finance, the charges continued, “Luca and 
his accomplices undermined the national economy curb- 
The the productive activity Socialist industry, which re- 
serious difficulties the fulfillment the 1950 
and 1951 State Plans and tried organized activities 
prevent the success the 1951 currency reform.” 


light these references Plan failures and the cur- 
reform, probable that this show-trial was ar- 
ranged, accordance with normal Communist methods, 


cates vide scapegoat for present economic difficulties. 

the Traffic with Yugoslavia 


October railway traffic between Romania and 
will Yugoslavia was resumed after break four and half 
years, according Radio Bucharest announcement 
yment September 28. The agreement resume traffic was signed 
additional indication the trend toward resump- 
and tion Soviet-bloc relations with Yugoslavia that the 
and Romanian press, the Russian, speeches Marshal 


ember Tito are now being printed without the derogatory com- 
world ments previously used, and information about .Yugoslavia 
utions. now being published. 

value. 

Czechoslovakia 


The election new National Assembly, legally the 
lant supreme legislative body, will take place Sunday, No- 


ack vember 28. The Cabinet resolution September setting 
the election date and putting motion the necessary ad- 
ministrative procedure appeared the press September 
Slovak National Council, the legislative body 
which deals with purely Slovak matters less than na- 
tional importance, will elected the same time. 
The National Assembly functions much like the Supreme 
Soviet the USSR, meeting three four times year for 
brief periods approve legislation presented the Cabi- 
net, and very rarely initiating measures itself. addition, 
elects the President the Republic, approves certain 
foreign treaties, and has certain judicial functions. 
and now contains three hundred members. 
Membership will rise 368 after the election. 
will the first National Assembly election since 
May 30, 1948, three months after the Communist coup. 
The six-year term the present National Assembly ex- 
its own term until later than December 31. This was 
bor, due the regime’s desire concentrate the 
iget National Committee elections held May (see NBIC, 
1954, page 52). 
The elections will held under new Elections Act, 


published the press September 26. Most the pro- 
visions duplicate the National Committee Elections Act. 
The country will divided into areas containing 35,000 
people, and one candidate will elected for each area. 
The nominating and electoral process will supervised 
the Party-controlled National Front, which each area 
will call meetings factories, offices and villages. These 
haphazard gatherings will “propose” candidates sug- 
gested the National Front representatives, and will make 
selection “by acclamation.” According Radio Prague, 
September 24, campaigning for nomination will per- 
mitted only candidates who are registered the Na- 
tional Front with Election Commission headed Jiri 
Salda, member the Party’s Central Committee. 

Elections are also taking place from September until 
the end October for Women’s Committees, which are 
attached the National Committees local, district and 
regional levels. These elections take place casual public 
meetings, arranged and supervised the regime, and are 
invariably “by acclamation.” The Women’s Committees 
arrange for supervision children working mothers, act 
propaganda outlets urging collectivization and other 
regime measures, organize agricultural brigade work, etc. 

There has been announcement yet setting date 
for elections the factory councils trade union organi- 
zations. These were scheduled for the spring this year, 
and then postponed until the fall, ostensibly prevent dis- 
turbances plan fulfillment. 


Agriculture 


Harvest Festival Speech Jaromerice, Jihlava Re- 
gion, broadcast Radio Prague September 19, Antonin 
Novotny, First Secretary the Party’s Central Committee, 
declared that the regime intends renew the farm coll- 
ectivization drive after the dissolutions the past year, 
and fight who have apparently succeeded 
seriously undermining the compulsory delivery system. 

From number official sources appears that ap- 
proximately ten percent the kolkhozes were dissolved 
after the 1953 harvest, and those remaining suffered serious 
losses membership. The regime determined reverse 
this trend. Novotny said his speech: 


. 


necessary state here that the further de- 
velopment our agriculture mainly question the 
further change-over from dispersed, small-scale agricul- 
tural production cooperative Socialist large-scale pro- 
duction. crystal clear, and confirmed experience, 
that without large-scale agricultural production, without 
agricultural collectives and their good husbandry, 
impossible achieve mighty upsurge agriculture.” 


Novotny gave number statistics “prove” the agri- 
cultural superiority collective over private farming. 
also revealed that September 16, national grain deliv- 
eries were only 84.2 percent completed, but that kolkhozes 
had fulfilled their deliveries 100 percent. The greater ease 
with which deliveries can secured from collective farms 
is, course, one the great advantages collectivization 
for the regime. 


l 


Despite this determination collectivize, there has been 
disavowal, public pronouncements any rate, the 
old methods force and brutality. Indeed, Premier 
Siroky, meeting the Central Committee the 
National Front, reported Prace (Prague), March 17, 
1954, the activities certain local organs who 
out mere impatience, instead using the methods 
patient persuasion facts and experience, tried win 
farmers for the collectives administrative economic 
pressure, although must quite clear that only collec- 
tives based voluntary membership have the chance 
successful development.” 

This may have been quite clear last March, but now 
equally clear that unless the regime exercises some forms 
administrative economic pressure cannot hope 
return agriculture the pre-dissolution stage collectivi- 
zation, let alone advance beyond that level. addition, 
New Course promises that compulsory delivery quotas 
would not raised have encouraged peasants expect 
lower quotas and withhold deliveries large scale. 
the other hand, not now practicable for the regime 
institute severe restrictive measures either advance 
collectivization assure deliveries from individual 
farmers. The regime, caught this dilemma, apparently 
seeking new methods which may attain its aims. 

Among these methods may the use brigades 
factory workers which are now being sent out help in- 
dividual farmers their harvesting. Among these workers 
are Party members “political who can inform 
the bureaucracy the precise state the farmer’s har- 
vest. This will make more difficult for the farmer 
hold back his delivery quotas. Full collection delivery 
quotas will turn act pressure toward collectivization, 
since, despite certain New Course concessions, quotas for 
medium and large size private holdings are considerably 
higher than those for kolkhozes. 


Campaign Against 


Perhaps the most important means which the regime 
hopes fight the failure deliveries press for 
collectivization the campaign against “kulaks,” which 
has recently gained considerable intensity. This 
means all-out attack whole social stratum, was 
the case Russia during the Thirties. Rather, seems 
designed frighten peasants into fulfilling quotas and 
joining collectives the prosecution number them 
examples, and very frequent press and radio attacks 
“kulaks.” These references “kulaks” should inter- 
preted meaning peasants who resist deliveries collec- 
tivization rather than farmers certain economic level 
(for the Communists’ arbitrary use the term “kulak,” 
see NBIC, October 1954, page 43). 

Radio Prague broadcast September 17, quoting 
Rude Pravo (Prague) editorial, said that “This year’s 
purchasing grain shows that the kulaks, inspired the 
traitors abroad the West, have sabotaged grain deliveries 
all possible ways, and have tried spoil the ‘delivery 
morale’ other peasants. their effort damage the 
food supply for the working people, thousands kulaks 


have not delivered one pound meat, one liter milk 
one egg for many long months.” 

the month September there were least thirty- 
four trials kulaks reported, and announcements sen- 
tences five and six years for “sabotage deliveries.” 
“Kulaks” are accused undermining work collective 
farms, secretly plotting take over and destroy kol- 
khozes, etc. September broadcast describes the trial 
nine alleged kulaks from the Hana region, who had 
joined kolkhoz 1952. August 1953 they left it, 
they were legally permitted do, but, the broadcast said, 
“as they were aware that joint departure would have been 
suspicious and that persuasion joint anti-state activity 
punishable law, they submitted their requests for 
leaving the collective separately. But this trick did not 
help them, for our security organs were guard.” 
These peasants received prison sentences varying from 
three years (for the former chairman the collective) 
six months. this simple expedient accusing peasants 
who had legally left kolkhoz illegal conspiracy, the 
regime hopes stop the exodus from kolkhozes and 
threaten peasants who are holding back deliveries. 

The incessant press and radio attack “kulaks” are 
almost unanimous linking their activities with Free 
Europe leaflets and broadcasts. Novotny’s harvest speech 
contained references “leaflets from foreign spies,” 
“kulaks listening and spreading hostile propaganda,” 
“traitors abroad American imperialists,” etc. 
also told his audience that kulak sits like louse your 
fur coat.” 

comment Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), September 
typical such attacks: 


“Now the task our National Committees, backed 
the majority honest farmers the communities, 
teach those kulaks who obey the advice the treacher- 
ous leaflets, that are prepared defy all attempts 
sabotage bulk-buying the most severe way. Cases 
non-fulfillment delivery quotas kulaks must 
reported immediately our courts, non-fulfillers must 
punished and the grain confiscated.” 


This article was accompanied whole page listing 
names kulaks and their oppositional activities. 


Potato Bugs 


Another incident the campaign brand peasant 
position the regime traitorous and link with 
can imperialism” was the trial and conviction one Cest- 
mir Novacek for breeding potato beetles 
scattering them the fields. The prosecutor, 
regional broadcast from Plzen September 27, said: 


“The Colorado Beetle (or the Potato Beetle) 
listed among the most dangerous pests our fields. 
Therefore justly called the American Beetle. Well, 
sufficient evidence has been accumulated now 
prove that this dangerous beetle was smuggled our 
country the American imperialists and their 
and they well know why. They want harm our agri- 
culture, destroy our fields where cultivate potatoes.” 
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Novacek, plant pathologist who was raised “in bour- 


geois “confessed” breeding and scattering 
beetles, “inspired” these activities Free Europe leaflets. 
also allegedly stole gasoline coupons and maintained 
“intimate relations with former female employee the 
District National Committee Horazdovice the same 
reactionary way thinking,” who furnished him with 
years’ imprisonment and the forfeiture all his property. 


Land Reclamation 


The regime also continuing its attempts retrieve the 
area land lost cultivation during the past few 
years (see NBIC, October 1954, page 40). According 
Radio Bratislava announcement September 22, gov- 
ernment decree September provides that the income 
from land previously uncultivated freed from all taxes 
for period five years. 


Bulgaria 


account the trial and conviction General Ivan 
Vulkov and ten others for “political assassination and 
mass murder” was broadcast Radio Sofia September 
30. The trial was conducted the Supreme Court 
secret session and occurred but dates were 
given. Vulkov, Dimitur Porkov, Ivan Kefsizov, Toma Pren- 
dov, Stilian Toshev, Tsvetko Dimitrov and Alexander 
Petrovich were sentenced death, sentence later com- 
muted years imprisonment the Presidium the 
National Assembly. Grozdan Grozdanov, 
Pencho Sarafov and Kiril Stefanov were each sentenced 
years imprisonment. General Vulkov years old, 
the others are between sixty and seventy. 

The accusations referred events which occurred 
1923-25. General Vulkov was involved the June 1923 
coup which saw the overthrow the Agrarian govern- 
ment and the assassination its head, Premier Stamboliski, 
and others. was accused having ordered these 
assassinations. the government which 
coup, Vulkov was Minister War. 1923 and 1925 
there were Communist-led attempts overthrow this gov- 
and the second attempt included bomb explo- 


sion Sofia Cathedral which killed over 150 persons. Both 


these uprisings were put down the army with much loss 
life. All the defendants were army officers during 


period. 


Following these uprisings, the indictment said, the de- 
fendants murdered “in cruel manner” large number 
captured “leaders the Bulgarian Communist Party 
and the anti-fascist movement.” The mass grave these 


victims was opened and the skeletons exhumed 
the preliminary trial investigation. 


The reason given for the long delay the trial these 


imprisoned since September 1944, was that “the in- 


officials could only now come into possession 
unquestionable documents and evidence proving the 
crimes perpetrated this group.” 

Since was Agrarian Party government which the 
defendants were accused overthrowing, and since Agrar- 


ian Party members were involved the suppressed up- 
risings, probable that the trial was now held order 
win for the regime present support and sympathy. 

interesting development occurred during the trial, 
according October Reuters report stating that 
prosecution witness caused uproar court ac- 
cusing Kimon Georgiev, present Minister Electrifica- 
tion, complicity the mass murders. Georgiev was 
leader the extreme right-wing pro-Nazi group 
which held power for year after 1934 coup. 1944 
this group emerged ally the Communists the 
Fatherland Front government, which Georgiev was 
Premier. The outburst the prosecution witness may 
indicate imminent purge Georgiev and other former 
members Zveno now serving the Communists. 


Joint Companies Dissolved 


agreement dissolve three the five Soviet-Bul- 
garian joint companies was signed October accord- 
ing Radio Sofia report October 12. The three com- 
panies are Korbso, shipbuilding enterprise Stalin 
(Varna), Sovbolstroi, construction concern, and Tabso, 
the Bulgarian airline. Bulgaria will henceforth own and 
operate these companies, paying for the Soviet share 
them “on favorable terms, with extension payments 
over number years.” specific information the 
payments was released. 

mention was made the dissolution the two re- 
maining joint companies. These are Gorubso, which op- 
erates iron, copper, silver, chromium, manganese and other 
mines, well the newly-discovered oil fields near Shabla 
(Dobrudja), and the Bulgarian-Soviet Mining Company, 
which exploits Bulgarian uranium deposits. 

the dissolution the Sovroms (see Romania 
this section), this action indicates certain increase the 
economic autonomy accorded Bulgaria, although the 
projected payments will much assure continued 
Soviet exploitation. 


Albania 


The Council Ministers, together with the Central 
Committee the Party, has decreed extensive reduction 
consumer goods prices, Radio Tirana reported Sep- 
tember 30. The reductions will apply all types mar- 
kets, State, free and barter. 

Price reductions were declared six categories goods: 
foodstuffs, sweets, clothing and footwear, stationary and 
fancy goods, construction materials, and sporting and cul- 
tural articles. Examples the reductions specific items 
are: flour and bread, reduced percent; rice, percent; 
fats, percent; underwear, percent; men’s rubber 
shoes, percent; men’s jackets, percent; bricks, per- 
cent; radio tubes, percent. 

Some these reductions translated into prices are: flour 
cost leks per kilo State stores, leks the free 
market; rice cost leks per kilo State stores, 130 
the free market; suit cotton underwear cost leks 
the State market, 240 the free market; rubber shoes, 
375 leks pair State stores, 750 leks the free market. 
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The daily wage ordinary worker approximately 
100 leks, that State employee approximately 125 leks 
(while the few elite stakhanovite miners earn approximately 
500 leks daily). 

similar price reduction consumer goods, line with 
general New Course policy for the satellite area, has also 
been announced for Eastern Germany, according East 
Berlin Radio report September 


Poland 


New laws reorganizing the administrative system rural 
communes and establishing new electoral law for national 
councils the commune, county and provincial levels 
were passed the Polish Sejm (Parliament) Septem- 
ber 25, according September Radio Warsaw report. 
The elections will held December was announced 
two days later. 

Under the old system rural organization, there were 
about 3,000 communes, below which was system 40,000 
sub-communes. The new law abolishes the sub-communes, 
and provides for approximately 8,800 rural communes, 
almost all which the population will not exceed 3,000 
persons. The old communes averaged 5,000 people, and 
some contained many 18,000. The area the new 
communes will most cases not exceed square kilom- 
eters, while the previous ones averaged square kilometers. 

The forthcoming elections will the first held uni- 
form nationwide basis since the war. Immediately after 
the war, Communist control over the country was estab- 
lished, national councils were appointed elected 
hoc meetings convened the authorities. There were 
national councils the lowest administrative level, the 
sub-communes, most which comprised two three vil- 
lages. Thus the new organization, with its commune na- 
tional councils, will weld the local administration more 
firmly the national administrative structure. the 
text the reorganization law states, the new commune 
national councils, “as organs state adminis- 
trative villages [communes] shall direct the economic, social 
and cultural activities the territory linking the needs 
the administrative villages with the overall State tasks.” 
(Radio Warsaw, September 29.) 

The December elections will modeled the Soviet 
pattern. The law provides that candidates may nomi- 
nated only political party, which practice means 
the Communist Party, mass organizations such 
trade unions and the Association Polish Youth, which 
are firmly under Party control. Lists candidates, each 
list comprising slate candidates, one for each post, 
must registered with Electoral Commission. These 
Commissions, established the various administrative 
levels supervise the electoral process, are appointed 
the present national councils. According the law, there 
may more than one list candidates any area, but 
practice expected that voters will have only one 
list consider, that proposed the National Front. 

Although these mechanisms assure the election coun- 


cils amenable Party control, Party membership not 
necessary qualification for candidacy, and the new councils 
will probably maintain the present 50-50 ratio Commu- 
nists non-Communists. The press and radio have started 
campaign excite public interest the elections—par- 
ticularly rural areas affected the administrative re- 
organization—in attempt attain broad base 
popular support possible. 

The Sejm also passed law providing for the organiza- 
tion new type local authority, half-way between the 
commune agricultural areas and the town. These town- 
communes will established areas where industrializa- 
tion and consequent urbanization have begun, but have 
not progressed far enough warrant the organization 
town. They will permit authorities such areas some 
independence from the agriculturally-minded rural 
munes. 


Consumer Services 


Continuing its attempts improve consumer services, 
the regime has formed new organization, the Central 
Union Handicraft and Service Cooperatives (Spold- 
sielnie Pracy). This body composed the existing handi- 
craft and service cooperatives: the Union Workshop 
Cooperatives, the Central Union Popular and Artistic 
Industries, the Central Union Invalids’ Cooperatives, 
and the Central Union Transport Cooperatives. The 
new Central Union will work through provincial asso- 
ciations which all the above organizations will join. 

The new Union was formed two-day congress 
cooperatives September 18-19, according the Radio War- 
saw report September 19. headed Adam Zebrow- 
ski, who resigned Minister Light Industry and Handi- 
crafts take the post. speech the congress, Ze- 
browski stated that 1955 the cooperatives are expected 
kitchen utensils and tableware 100 percent, 
other household articles percent, and clothing and 
shoes, especially children’s shoes, percent. 

Tadeuz Gede, Deputy Prime Minister, also addressed 
the congress. stated that the new organization will 
supervise 4,000 individual cooperatives with 40,000 
bers. The cooperative system operates 30,000 repair and 
handicraft establishments, 12,000 which are villages. 
The value services provided the organization ex- 
pected amount 15.5 billion zlotys during 1954. 


Model Salesman Badge 


Another measure with the same purpose 
the government Presidium establishing Model 
Salesman Badge. This badge will issued 
salesmen, sales clerks and waiters, recognition 
ciency. The badge comes three grades: gold, 
and (Trybuna Ludu, October 12.) The 
will give priority for allotment living quarters, social 
services, vocational training and professional 
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Recent and Related 


The Appeals Communism, Gabriel 
Almond (Princeton: $6.00). Based 
extensive interviews with former Amer- 
ican, British, French, and Italian Com- 
munists, the book analyzes the present 
Communist movement, the way which 
the movement perceived different 
types party members, and the process 
assimilation into and defection from 
the party. Almond divides the Com- 
munist movement into three basic “Com- 
munist parties”; the British and Amer- 
ican, which are and “do not 
touch the real fiber [their] 
the French and Italian, which “fulfill 
political needs,” and the “People’s Lib- 
eration” movements the underdevel- 
oped areas which “appeal feelings 
patriotism and nationalism.” Appendices 
the sample ex-Communists, and the 
questions used interviewing guides. 


Jan Masaryk—A Personal Memoir, 
Bruce Lockhart (Philosophical 
Library: Lockhart came 
Prague 1919 Commercial Secretary 
the British Legation. For the next 
thirty years was Jan Masaryk’s asso- 
ciate and personal friend. This 
account their friendship, 
lems Masaryk faced, his extraordinary 
character, and his death. not 
political history, but recollection 
man who “is symbol what decent 
world might have been and, pray God. 
will again.” 


Totalitarianism, edited with 
duction Carl Friedrich (Harvard: 
$6.50). The nineteen papers and the dis- 
cussion each are the result con- 
ference held the American Academy 
Arts and Sciences March, 1953. 
Ideological, psychological, social, and 
economic aspects totalitarianism are 
discussed experts many fields 
effort discover the nature totalitar- 
ianism, its influence the individual. 
and its future. 


The Five Seasons, Karl Eska (Viking: 
$3.95). novel Polish exile who 
spent two years forced laborer 
Siberia. The story details year the 
lives small peasant community the 
Turkmen Republic and the people’s re- 


lations each other, the Party, and the 
land. commentary the bureau- 
cracy and bad planning the Soviet 
kolkhoz which results fifth season: 
famine famine that would sweep the 
land and destroy like plague.” 


Europe—Nine Panel Studies Experts 
from Central and Eastern Europe (Free 
Europe Committee, Inc.: $1.00). series 
preliminary studies the problems 
and methods future integration the 
countries Central and Eastern Europe 
with Western Europe. The discussion 
based existing contemplated non- 
political organizations cooperation 
Western Europe. The studies examine 
present economic conditions the Iron 
Curtain countries and projected methods 
integrating their trade, agriculture. 
and industry with those Western 
Europe after their liberation. Statistical 
annexes, list additional panel reports, 
and selected bibliography. 


Attention Comrades!, written and edited 
Morton Sontheimer (Viking: $1.00). 
picture story with photographs Jara 
Kohout, the famous Czechoslovak come- 
dian, who has been working with Radio 
Free Europe Munich since his escape 
from his native land. Mr. 
vides facial reactions “typical lines 
from Communist propaganda 
satellite states.” 


the Cause Peace, Trygve Lie 
(Macmillan: $6.00). Mr. Lie’s personal 
account his seven years Secretary- 
General the United Nations. “The 
present book neither history the 
first seven years nor 
written for ordinary men and women 
who are interested the world 
which they live and the political 
climate their own day.” The book 
concludes with two chapters which 
Mr. Lie expresses the need for re- 
view and possible revision the United 
Nations Charter, and outlines the course 
the free world must take the future 
prevent third world war. his opin- 
ion, “Our degree success meeting 
that challenge [of the economically un- 
derdeveloped areas the world], 
time, will determine whether the democ- 
racies the West will survive.” Index. 


Tue Free was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe. The Committee’s efforts are focused the captive countries 
Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the Committee counts among 
its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, journalists, political and 
economic experts, and men letters—who have escaped from the Com- 
munist enslavement their native lands. 


Free Europe Committee, Inc. 
110 WEST STREET, NEW YORK 19, 
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